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Ve take an oath for generations to come that we shall
avour towards a toxin free life through sustainable,
preventive and restorative measures. We shall strive together
to revive the long lost goodness of our earth and make it
habitable ad nauseum. We pledge our whol_efgearted effort

in rebuilding the environment for the sustenance of all
forms of life and thereby maintaining the equilibrium of
nature.

Message from the
Director

f us to keep our surroundings
él"'resoumes by reusing and

‘good fnend of nature through the init ative o
Paryavaran Mitra. The Eco club has be

Eco Club, thrives through t ﬂ\e collaboration of students and faculty.
The various activities conducted by the club to preserve nature

among thg,:pgople regarding the necessity,
mother nature. Planting trees, adoption .
pen making, and the vegetable garden are:
initiatives of the eco-club which are inteni
our environment. Moreover, the Eco club is condUcti
various seminars and competitions to create interest
in the minds of students and to make them mon
responsible to preserve the envorom?z\ent Grawing
trees in the college, tgmfstll economic think ing co cerning
mismanagement of resources and blodwer5|t and to

are commendable. The Eco Club is a platform for students to think,
express and express their love and concern for the environment.
At a time when nature and its values are being neglected from
every angle, it is commendable that MGCL students are sincerely
striving to recreate the environment for the survival of all kinds~
of life. Through the Eco Club, MGCL aims to transform each st'élent

into a self-reliant and independent citizen by combining academic

spread awareness and educate students on tl)t impact expertise and eco-friendly activities with strong values. The Eco
of human activities on the environment and developing Club continued its duties without succumbing to any kind of

a pragmatic approach to environmental dgér adation difficulties. The Eco Club has been successful in raising the need
are the main objectives which the Eco club of MECL are for nature conservation in children through seminars and the like.

intended to-achieve.
It is commendable that the ecorclub is conducting
various activities with the contffu*bus support of teachers
in charge and the cooperation of students. My sincere
gratitude towards the faculties and student representatives club. My best wishes and prayers are always with your endeavour
of Paryavaran Mitra for all théir initiatives and concerns and | hope that you shall be successful in reaching out to the
towards the protection of our surroundings. masses with the message of protecting our mother nature.

In addition, children were encouraged to build vegetable gardens
and reuse plastic.

I hereby express my sincere gratitude to all those behind the eco



Narayana Sharma


And the reason for our meeting is ‘Paryavaran Mitra’- the eco-club of MG
of the Eco-club, I would like to recap the most cherished moments of the

While celebrating the International Yoga Day and World Ozone day, vari
compelitions were conducted to encourage our friends lo be more res
But the challenge was the makmg of our first newsletter. With the coo )¢

the Director, faculty nfgmbers and students we succeeded in tackhng all th
on 1st October 318 the first copy of our Eco club newsletter was releasetby ude
Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholics. It was a dream come true moment for ﬂ
Our time as a caterpillar expired. Our wings were ready to fly. Paryavaran Mitra became readv
to take on more responsibilities. On November 1st 2018, the Eco-club of MGCL mar’ ked another
milestone by conducting a mega programme of Planting trees, Plax_lt%\d(_)pti and the Inauguration
of the manufacturing unit for paper bags and seed pens. Our aeademic advisor Prof. (Dr.) K.
Vikraman Nair inaugurated the Paper bag and seed pen manufacturing unit. It was followed
by the programme of Planting trees and plant adoption on behalf of the Principal, Vice-Prineipal,
/L_"E;chers. and students. As the Secretary, I am grateful that this programme marked the
beginning of our vision *Plant the trees and get the breeze”. “If you have a garden and a library
you have everything you need”- is a very famous and interesting quote. As we already have a
library, the next thing on the bucket list of the eco-club was a vegetable garden in the college.
responsibility of collecting seeds and making the land ready for sowing
o the seeds.

e

+ _Intending to promo{ a culture of using eco-friendly pens and bags and to adopt and plant
more trees and or gani¢ farming, the eco-club has divided its members into two groups Lo work
for the adoption and planting ees and slarting a vegelable garden and seed pen and pape
bag making units alternagiyely. To foster harmony in the body-mind and environment, the
eco-club has also conduetec tudents every morning. It is commendable tha
\ cces::i:&g llle strong support and participation of o;f
friends.

e members of the eco-club made stm s out of waste paper
and decorated 1 to add eolour to our college.
; ‘cbrated the New year w1th a bunch of new pr 0g1 ammes umgmg from

was another campaign conducted by the Eco-club in February 2019.
March marks the celebration of various environmental events including Water
alclub has celebrated each day and took it as an opportunity to save the earth.

‘orld ozone day has been celeﬁrated in September and conducted quiz and poster
designing competitions among thestedents.
Eco club has been active throughout all the months with various. ! d compelitions
while continuing the regular activiti —
Itis appre(:lahle that the eco-club of MGCL has succeeded in creat

ss regarding
the ne@essity of environmental protection.
. y’“May almighty God give us success for all the upcoming eve
- o Thank You
+ Secretary, Eco Club
1 MGCL



President’s Desk

G. S. Maghna Praseeda
BCom. LLB

A Recall to Protect Our Environment
Dear nature lovers
The gorgeous tree-sided walkways from the gate to the college attracted me the most when I
joined this college. There were no club activities, and we rarely had some co-curricular

programmes, as the college was focused more on academics. It was al that phase the Eco Club
was established in the last year. I have been designated as the first President. It is with immense
pleasure that I make a note of the triumph that I have been earning since then, with the untiring

efforts of my colleagues, teachers, staff, students, and management.

As an introductory step, we could develop a Green Mind Set (GMS) by conducting various activities
which could remind everyone about their significant role in protecting the environment. Meetings
were conducted to plan, organize, and report on the activities of the club, and it generally ended
with folk songs or other talents. We are taking steps to manage the waste generated from the
college canteen, cultivate herbal plants, and conduct public awareness programmes, cleanliness
campaigns, and yoga sessions to enhance mental wellbeing.

We acknowledge the sincere participation of all in this endeavour and wish more active involvement
in the upcoming years to get sensitized to the issues pertaining to the environment from the
grass-root level to the International Level and bring in ideas to mitigate the analysed problems.
‘And also to understand the rights and duties of individuals, the role of government and other
institutions in ensuring environment-friendly healthy living. As law students. we are heaven-sent
to take appropriate actions to protect our environment and to safeguard the interest of future
generations. Lel’s be kind to ourselves and the environment.

Stent: GHEAT: GRAH! sa=g- ‘May all Beings in the World be Happy'




RIGHT TO WATER- CONSTITUTIONAL
AND JUDICIAL PERSPECTIVE

sst.prof.Aishwariya MU

Water is humankind's most critical need; without it, the human race will perish. Since ancient times, it has been regarded
as one of the most fundamental human rights, bestowing life on all living creatures. Furthermore. it is a shared heritage
and a privilege that must be shared equally and without discrimination by all. Thus, the concept of the right to water
emerged, which was so fundamental that it became the foundation of yet another right in the form of the right to an
adequate living and a quality life. Numerous legal and other instruments specify the need for water and mandate the
mandatory distribution of water through various resources.

In recent years, more explicit statements in support of the right to water have been made, such as the United Nations
resolution passed during the United Nations Water Conference in 1977, which stated: “All people, regardless of their stage
of development or social and economic circumstances, have the right to have access to drinking water in quantities and
of a quality equal to their basic needs.”

The state government has the authority to enact laws governing the state’s water resources, subject to the conditions and
limitations imposed by Parliament from time to time. It is regrettable to note that there is no express mention of the “right
to water” in Part I of the Indian Constitution, which deals with fundamental rights. Instead, the “right to water” implies
and flows indirectly from the most revered wordings of Article 21 of the Indian Constitution, which remains the bloodline
of our social consciousness and whose horizons are expanded from time to time by judicial interpretation. It should also
be noted that the water right has a variety of implications.

The term “water rights” implies a plethora of rights, ranging from the right to safe drinking water to the right to use the
water. The government has the sole authority to regulate the collection, detention, and distribution of water from rivers
and streams flowing in natural canals, lakes, and ponds, as well as water flowing, collected, detained, or distributed in
any canal built at public expense for irrigation.The owner of the land has the right under Indian law to collect and dispose
of all water under the land that does not pass through a defined channel within his boundaries. This gives the owner
complete control over the water beneath his property, allowing him to withdraw and use it as he sees fit.The Water Act of
1974 was also enacted to prevent and control water pollution in India while providing adequate safeguards.

The Indian judiciary’s approach to the water rights regime shows a desire to protect the water right, thereby providing
necessities of life to the poorest of the poor. There are several judgments in which the Indian judiciary has expressed
concern from time to time. The analysis of some cases that follow will highlight the journey of the judiciary and how it
has come to this position.

Chameli Singh v. State of Uttar Pradesh AIR 1996 SC 1051 Supreme Court observed that the right to live guaranteed in any
civilized society implies the right to food, water, decent environment, education, medical care, and shelter.

In Gautam Uzir & Anr. V. Gauhati Municipal Corporation(1999(3)GLT110) , the Gauhati High Court has held that the Municipal
Corporation is liable for supplying sufficient and quality drinking water to all living in their jurisdiction. The court made
clear that *Water, and clean water, is so essential for life as it attracts the provisions of Article 21 of the Constitution.
Moreover, through a plethora of case laws like Subhash Kumar v.State of Bihar(1991 AIR 420), Delhi Water Supply and
Sewage Disposal Undertaking v. State of Haryana(1996 SCC (2) 572), S.K. Garg v. State of UP (1999 (1) AWC 847 )judiciary
emphasized the importance of recognizing the right to water as part of our fundamental right.

Very recently in 2021 Delhi Sainik Coopgrahoxﬂ-lmng Society Ltd v. Union of India & Ors. Delhi High Court
observed that the Right To Access To.ﬁrl INTIAN mdamental Right And It Is The Duty Of the State Under Article

:mde-u;'l‘o Citizens.

Thus, the entire scope of water I'lghtb mm ﬁldla-has been broadened, and the Indian judiciary has taken a positive
approach, reflecting international nerms and sfzmdzgds. To avoid ambiguily and to bring clarity by constitutionalizing
the provision, the National Commission that reviewed the Indian Constitution recommended in its report the inclusion
of a new right in the form of the right o safe drifikingmater. There is no reason why the “right to water” should not be

expressly enshrined in the Constitution, 1)avi'r‘1§me way for a better and more secure future for us and future generations.
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E-WASTE
An vpeoming disasier

Gautham T Kogh’ Ever since the pandemic has started, our struggle for survival, from the mode of education till economic transactions have been
Ponod\mlodﬁl made available with the aid of digital technology. Whereby virtual platforms have become a part of our daily routine. Therefore,
B : it is very evident that technology has brought a revolutionary change in every aspect of our life. It has brought changes in our lives,
“A' LL. economies, developmental patterns, etc. and tremendously expanded our connectivity around the globe. Therefore, our living

conditions have been greatly influenced by the progressive advancement of science and technology, and resulted in an overall
economic growth aswell as an increase in production, consumption, urbanisation, etc. This pinnacle progress of rise in civilization
of mankind is undoubtedly considered as a benchmark achievement.

Besides this glorified Digital life, it is a known fact that electronic products’ life spans are too short. And alongside, with rapid
innovations, change of features and subsequent up-gradation in the electronics devices, changing lifestyle, population growth
and lowering costs of electronic gadgets have dramatically increased the access and usage of electronic products among us and
unknowingly forcing us to discard old products. The outcome of such a scenario would act as a catalyst to the culture of dissipation
of generation of waste and has paved the way for the fastest-growing waste stream in the world, i.e. ‘E-Waste" According to the
UN'’s Global e-waste Monitor 2020, the world discharged a record 53.6 million tonnes of e-waste in the previous year, with only
17.4 percent of it being recycled. And India is the world’s third-largest producer of e-waste, with 3.2 million tonnes (Mt). Thus,
waste generation constitutes the key by-product of modern economic and social lifestyle and consumption patterns and one of
the main—and constantly worsening— problems for the en\g@ynent and human health, despite all attempts to control it.

As we know, most electronic products can be reused, refurbished, or recycled because of the prevalence of valuable metals (such
as gold, silver, etc.) in these gadgets such as printed circuit boards; thus, recycling e-waste through competent technologies is
considered a successful profitable business. However, the current recycling cost, on the other hand, is unsustainable. As a result,
amass quality of e-waste is transported to developing nations such as India, China, Brazil, and others; where manpower is not
expensive, and Environmental laws are less strictly enforced. Whereby, a large group of informal sectors takes a domain role in
these countries’ e-waste recycling. Therefore, these huge accumulations of e-waste and their recycling using unscientific and
non-environmentally friendly processes to extract valuable metals are a genuine issue in developing countries. Since, it has become
an alarming issue across the world, from a global perspective the need for mitigation strategies has become a necessity, whereby
many governments have reviewed available policy options and concluded that placing the responsibility for the post-consumer
phase of certain goods on producers could be an option. Thus, Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) has become more widely
recognised worldwide as an effective waste management policy that can give significant responsibility - financial and physical —
to treat or dispose of post-consumer products. The fundamental feature of EPR is that producers accept responsibility for managing
the waste generated by the products they sell and promote product design for the environment, and support the achievement of
public recycling and materials management goals.

Despite the fact that India enacted rules for the management and handling of e-waste with amendments in 2016 and 2018 to
improve the existing waste management system by introducing EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility) mechanism, a major
drawback in meeting the Rules’ targets is the improper implementation of these rules among stakeholders and lack of consumer
awareness about proper e-waste disposal and consumption pattern of electronic gadgets. As a result, a large portion of e-waste
is handled by the unorganised sector and increases the risk of environmental damage.

It is believed that Nothing is impossible; there are ways that lead to everything, and if we had sufficient will we should always have
sufficient means. In this same manner to tackle this mammoth growth of rising e-waste, sufficient strategies should be implemented.
Some of the strategies which could be implemented in order to manage these wastes are as follows: i) Integration of the informal
sector with the formal unit of e-waste management, ii) Need of Cost-Effective and Indigenous Technological Development for
Recyeling, iii) financial incentives for formal e-waste recycling, iv) Government initiatives such as the Swachh Bharat Mission,
Skill India, Make in India, and others could be used to help raise awareness and incentives for consumers to return e-waste, v)
Need of adequate Collection Centres for e-waste. Therefore, the outcome of these strategies would result in a positive impact
upon the effective management of e-waste in India.

An ideal example of recycling of the e-waste in an effective manner can be pointed out towards the technically giant country of
Japan, where with a theme of “Be better, together - for the planet and the people” attracted citizens across the nation to work
towards collection and segregation of old and discarded electronic gadgets towards recycling whereby it helped them to achieve
manufacture medals for the Tokyo Olympics 2020 with these e-wastes. This attitude of the Japanese public proved that even waste
can be converted into a resource and stood as a model before all nations.

Towards the end, we should remember that being a part of a democratic nation, our Constitution has explicitly provided clauses
for environmental protection in defending and improving the environment. And in articulating these measures, the Indian judiciary
has created a doctrinal web to safeguard human rights, promote the cause of environmental justice, and remind people of their
basic obligation to preserve the environment by taking shelter in fundamental rights and fundamental duties. Thus, improper
management of e-waste and the polluting environment is, therefore, a violation of our fundamental rights and duties. If an instant
action is not taken right away, it will continue to grow and become a much bigger problem for the planet. Also, it has a massive
bearing on the environment and human life if not handled in an environmentally sound manner. Therefore, it is necessary to
manage electronic waste in an organized and safe manner with sustainable recycling technologies. Hence, Waste prevention,
recycling, reuse, and recovery are important waste management strategies that eases the burden on landfills, conserves natural
resources, and saves energy and helps utilize resources more effectively and sustainably.
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DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT,
2005: A FULL MEASURE OR INSUFFICIENT.

Anjali S Nair Aparna Suresh

The mamlcstatmm of Nature are boundless; what nurtures life and beauty is also the, m()sl significant source of destruction when it unleashes its wrath in the form of
natural disasters. Notwithstanding téchnological advancements. the supremacy of \Jtlll‘e is still a hm dle the humans fail to outclass. Ever since 2018, we have seen
the concept of disaster nmnagcmcnl assuming its relevance in our country. The floods in Kerdla and Bihar, the outbreak of Nipa virus, dust storm in Northern India,
the locust attack, the cyclones burevi, fani- to name a few, an outbreak of acute encephalitis syndrome occurred in Muzaffarpur and the adjoining districts in Bihar
? state of India and COVID-19 pandemic.

The Disaster Management Act, 2003, containing 11 chapters and 79 sections, resulted from the aftermath of the 2004 Tsunami. The legal basis of the DM Act is Entry 23
and Entry 29 of the Concuyrent List. The DM Act was enacted to ménage disasters effectively and for*matters connected therewith or incidental thereto. The Act puts
into place a systematic structure of a three-tier Syslcm to manzi@;c disasters. At the national level, we have the NDMA. with the Prime Minister as its Chairperson, State
Disaster Management Authorities headed by Chief Ministers at the State level, and District Disaster Management Authorities at the district level manned by high
functionaries. The National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA), under the DM Act, 2003, is the central nodal body for coordinating disaster management. It is an
entirely new setup instead of the original setup, i.¢., the \ﬁnislrv of Agriculture of the Government of India was the designated nodal ministry for disaster

management. The NDMA lays down policies, plans, and gludelmcs for the management of disasters (S.6). The DM Act, 2005 empowers the Central Government to ‘

create a National Executive Committee (NEC) to assist the National Dlsastel Management Authority. The NEC is tasked with acting as a department responsible for
risk management, preparation of the National Plan, and ensuring that it is “reviewed and updated annually,” and monitoring the implementation of the National
Policy. NDMA so far formulated 30 Guidelines. The-power bestowed by DM Act on Central Government and NDMA is extensive. The Central Government, irrespective
of any law in force (including overriding powel's), can issue directions to any authority anywhere in India to facilitatepr assist in disaster management (Ss 35, 62, and
72). ' » .

States also have enough legal power in dealing with this biological disaster, including punishments for disobeying an order of a public servant and ma]igx'lal_lt acts
likely to spread.infection of disease dangerous to life (Ss 188 & 270 IPC, res_peqlivcly). The Orissa super-cyclone of 1999 is believed to be a turning point in the
development of the country’s current disaster-management structure. The impact would have heen far less. if it weren't for the lack of preparedness. and the

unequipped state of the executive to undertake relief and rescue of the required scale it jolted the state government of Orissa into'action towards le\mnpmg its
. disaster- management system, which.led o the establishment of Orissa Disaster Management Authority.
We see more structured disaster management at the administrative level and the functional level with the advent of the DM Act 2005. It has brought drastic changes to
the original setup in our country wherein the government called.for the Armed forces during and after disasters. But even théy were often left grappling for directions
5 since their mandatcs and pr jorities arve, after all, starkly different. - :

The leglslatmn also envisages lespons1bihtv on the central government to constitute National Disaster Response Fund and National Disaster Mitigation Fund. The

provisions of NDRF are for speudhsl response to an emergency disaster situation that is threatening. The NDRF is led by a Director-General appointed by the Centra

Government. The NDRF has played a significant role in rescuing people from many disaster-related events in the past such as the Kashmir floods of 2014 and the

Kerala floods of 2018. It is pertinent to note that the 21-day hational lockdown impesed by the Central Government to combat the spread of Covid-19 is the first time
' provisions of the National Disaster Management Act, 2005, were invoked.

Irrespective of some ldumae in the statute, one can see that the Disaster Management Act, 2005, has filled crucial gaps regarding disaster management in our country.
Response to and recovery from disasters is a primary vardstick to determine a country’s internal strength dll(l standing. India is a disaster-prone country and is
constantly gmpplmg with some catastrophe or the other. It has shown immense improvement in its dealing with disasters over the years, particularly in pre-disaster
nutlgalmn. following the introducfion of the Disaster \Im]agement Act of 2005.

Even though DMA has filled crucial gaps redar(lmr’ disaster management in India it still comes with its fair share of criticism. One of its drawbacks is the absence of a
provision for the declaration of “disaster prone zones” The states can play a more active role when such provisions are made as this classification can help in
mitigating the damages that will be caused. The act implies disasters are a sudden occurrence when in fact they can be progressive in nature as well. For example,
epidemics can be considered as disasters despite conventional definition as it does take thousands of lives in its way. Epidemics of dengue and tubercuylosis cause a lot

g of havoc \-'ét no effective mechanisimn is in place to combatit. . ’
As the new dlsastm management guidelines are underway and one can only hope it u:corponatcs provisions to overcome dy: sfuncuom of the current authorities and
not oversee yet again the \ahlable role that the civil society, private enterprises and NGOs can play towards blu]dmg a safer India.
Aparna Suresh
Anjali S Nair -
BBA LLB
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~ “ UPCOMING EVENTS

Eco-club of MGCL is now ready to fly high. We have the following things in our bucket list:
1. Eco Fest ‘/(‘%g
2. Village adoption

3. Seminars X
4. Various competitions

~

5. Clean campus campaign
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