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Until we see you again.

For truly you are always in our thought...
Yet every passing day, we miss you a lot!
But with love and fond memories in our heart,
We know that nothing can take us apart.

Aditya...

W




In /ow'nﬂ memory of Gunamani sir
THE FIRST LIBRARIAN OF MAR GREGORIOS COLLEGE OF LAW
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15 women, 30 men sexually assaulted by Delhi Police at Kerala: 22-year-old killed
February CAA clash in Jamia, report says allegedly by wife’s family in
suspected case of honour
killing

Aneesh, a daily-wage painter who belongs
to the Kollan OBC community, was attacked
Friday evening allegedly by his wife
Haritha's father and uncle, who belong to

the Tamil Pillai community, on the eve of Palestinians pay tribute to Syrian boy

their three-month anniversary

I Aylan Kurdi
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| Convicts’ hangmg will  unfolded

FEStore falth Of \.Nojmen I'wo minor Dalit girls were kidnapped,
1mn laW, Says victim’s gangraped and hanged from a tree in Katra
mother Sadatganj on May 27.

By: Express News Service | New Delhi
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Walayar Dalit sisters rape
and murder case: [ don’t

. trust police or political
parties anymore, says

- mother of victims
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CHILD'S RAPE AND MURDER

vt News Service | Publiched: Fh October
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N X and gang-rape_d

' C8 charge-sheet ful | of heart-numbing, gruesom
Accused cops knew of victim's captivity, took

{ Uttar Pradesh Dalit girl,
victim of brutal gang rape,
dies in Delhi hospital
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Message

MAJOR ARCHBISHOPS HOUSE
PATTOM, TRIVANDRUM - 695 004
KERALA, INDIA

20 January 2021

MESSAGE
| am pleased to learn that Mar Gregorios College of Law, Trivandrum is
bringing out the College Magazine 2020-2021 - ‘MASQUERADE' - un-
leash the hidden mask within you! | offer my Blessings for this venture.
The Mar Gregorios College of Law is committed to mould and equip tal-
ented and efficient legal experts, to establish assiduous and radical

BASELIOS CARDINAL CLEEMIS changes in the social, political and legal environment that suits our de-
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP CATHOLICOS OF : . G -
THE SYRO-MALANKARA CATHOLIC CHURCH & mocracy, strictly adhering to justice, truth, peace and harmony which is
MAJOR ARCHBISHOP OF TRIVANDRUM the Hallmark of our Great Nation.

| am often reminded and euphoric of the following words, which safe
guards a democracy, culture and the legal system of a country moving
towards transparency - free of corruption, and oriented towards unsur-
passed development. “There really can be no peace without justice.
There can be no justice without Truth, and there can be no truth unless
someone rises up to tell you the truth” (Louis Farrakhan).

Let this endeavour be successful, to unmask and explore the inner sanc-
tuaries of the ‘self to unveil the real truth within, to create an optimistic
and effervescent world of tomorrow, in spite of the gruesome challenges
encountered by the humanity.

| congratulate and wish all the collaborators and associates behind this
eventful effort.

God Bless you all!

-

Baselios Cardinal Cleemis.

Major Archbishop Catholicos of

the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church,
Major Archbishop of Trivandrum &
Manager, Mar Gregorios College of Law.
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Thiruvananthapuram
Municipal Corporation
Vikas Bhavan Post
Kerala, India, Pin:695 033
2322470, 2377700
2320821, EXTN: 404
9447377477 9495032645
tvmmayor@gmail.com
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Director's Message

Masquerade continues a tradition of self-expression through creative endea-
vours initiated by the inventive minds that walked through corridors of Mar
Gregorios College of Law. This artistic venture provides a platform to bring
out the hidden talents that are more active behind a piece of parchment and
pen than on a stage. Masquerade unravels on its pages the imagination and
inspiration behind the masks through creative expression, that promises Mar
Gregorios College of Law a rich tradition of talents to boast on. This magazine
also heralds the achievement of our college in successfully realizing holistic
growth of its students through its activity-oriented curriculum.

On the release of our second college magazine, | extend my heartfelt kudos
to the unabated spirits and devotion of its editors to have made this endeav-
our a success. May the effort behind this magazine be instrumental in boost-
ing your confidence and reinforcing your abilities.

My heartfelt regards to the readers who flip through the pages for a colourful
masquerade..

Fr. Dr. Koshy Issac Punnamoottil
DIRECTOR
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- Principal

Principal's Message

| have immense pleasure to know that the magazine committee 2019 -2020
is coming out with a magazine which contains the aspirations and real expe-
rience of students during covid period.Going through the magazine was a
pleasing experience as | was overjoyed with the talent that the college was
blessed with.The profound way in which various articles were written along
with the painting skills of the students have added an extra colour and quality
to the magazine

The content of the magazine is really a cynosure to all to know how one
should show the world his talents and how to work in a unified form during
the lock down period.| Congratulate the students and teachers who worked
tirelessly during this lock down period for the completion of this magazine.
| am sure this will elevate the prestige of our institution.

I wish all success in their future endeavours.

Prof. Dr. John P C
PRINCIPAL



PROF. DR. K VIKRAMAN NAIR
CHAIR PROFESSOR
DR. N. R. MADHAVA MENON CHAIR ON LEGAL EDUCATION

PROF. DR. THOMASKUTTY PANACHAKAL
VICE PRINCIPAL (ADMINISTRATION )

PROF. RAMACHANDRAN NAIR
VICE PRINCIPAL (ACADEMIC)



Message

A DIAMOND IS A CHUNK OF COAL THAT DID WELL UNDER PRESSURE"
MASQURADE: Unleash the hidden mask within you, is a creation that reflects the as-
pirations, beliefs and hard work of the Gregorian's. This Second college magazine of
Mar Gregorios College of Law, is an outcome of the unsuspected reserve of strength
and talent inside one that emerges out even when life put us to the test, the Pandem-
ic —=Covid19. The magazine have tried to explore the different facets of cultural,
social and legal aspects that had a deep roar in our society. This magazine also re-
flects the endeavours and momentous achievements of Gregorian’s of this academic
year

It's my honour and privilege to be able to present this magazine placing on record my
humble gratitude to the undying spirit and earnestness of the magazine editor and
the entire team who diligently worked towards realising the dream as per schedule,
which in itself is an achievement considering the effort taken.

Jizamol P. R, Asst. Professor
STAFF EDITOR




Message

Dear Readers,

Masquerade shall rightly be identified as the positive as well as creative energy of our respected fac-
ulty team, non - teaching staff and students. This work of art provides a platform to bring hidden tal-
ents that work more behind the skin and pen than on stage. It exhibits the literary skills and innova-
tive ideas of the beloved members of the MGCL family.

Masquerade gives us an insight into the various activities conducted by our institution and the prog-
ress we have made so far. It proudly portrays some of the finest literary and art work of its students
through the variety of articles, stories, poems, drawings, photographs and the like. | express my grat-
ification to see the extent of enthusiasm of our college members to contribute to the magazine. This
magazine also announces the success of our institution in exploring the full potentials of our stu-
dents by giving special focus on extra-curricular areas of students’ lives.

With the release of our second college magazine, | extend my heartfelt thanks to the unstoppable
spirits and the dedication of its editors to making this project a grand success.

May Masquerade, be able to surpass the success and glory of its predecessor, our very first College
Magazine; the Legacy — Article 51 as it continues the tradition of self-expression through creative ef-
forts initiated by the ingenious students of Mar Gregorios College of Law. May it be able to set the
notch of quality higher for the up-coming batches. My heartfelt wishes and regards to the team.

| invite each and every one of you to read and immerse yourself in to the vibrant pages of our Col-
lege Magazine, Masquerade!

Thank you All,

Vinulal V V, Asst. Professor
STAFF ADVISOR
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As she looked in the mirror

Tears filled her eyes

Glimpses of past memories flashed through her mind

All the joyous moments and past happiness

She was agonized,ached,endured and tolerated-

The many ordeals life had presented her.

And in her face reflected the torment inflicted through the years
Never was she allowed,in her life, to cry

And was always expected to maintain a smile

Was this the role she was intended for?

To be a creature of no emotions?

To do what was always expected of her

and to be what she had always been?

She was pushed into doing what she had never wanted,
Leading life like a wretched animal

There was many an occasion when she tried to extricate.
To let people know the emotions that run inside.

But, when she saw their eager faces,

She turned back in fear of breaking

their hearts; of dashing their hopes

And so she lived, and still lives in a way she never wants

Hoping there never lives another who cannot live upto her own dreams.
»
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One moment he was free,

he was happy and having fun.

Then, the darkest phase hit across the world.
All alone, lost in the dark space

A voice inside his head saying no.......
This is temporary...

To mother earth it’'s a grace.

He was isolated, thoughts cooking

up in his head;

he took a peek outside and

it was just like Thanos snapped his finger.
The whole world is in hibernation

But its scorching summer

Oh! But they’ve got mad over the Titan
All he can think about is freedom

They thought no it’s not for them

But he was enough contagious.

He closed his eyes and

Hoped for a better TOMORROW

[

The Obligation

AISHWARYA MARY MATHEW
6TH SEM BA LLB

While the rest of the world

Remains in hibernation...

Under warm blankets hurled,

In a so called literate nation

Illogical theories have unfurled
Based on pure imagination.

People in their homes stay burled

As they remain in isolation.
Countless poor here have skirled
With their skin of deprivation

Unlike the rich in their mansion
With their garments pearled...

This is just a forced vacation

That which has been thirled

On the fortunate minority portion
Of people like us with gold swirled
Around us!

Probably If we had a wiser legislation
They’d feel less suffocation.

If we had a proper administration
They’d feel less desolation.

But since we don't, it's our mission
To make a difference with revolution
To change this society’s notion

To create hope in their ocean

To take better an action.

For this is the only solution...

To amend the current situation.

To do magic, one needn’t be a magician.

Let’s remind us that in this coronacation.
n
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ea acraonu— NIRBHAYA NEVER ENDING

In December 2012, a 23 year old college student, who was given the pseudonym
“Nirbhaya” (fearless) was fatally gang raped on a private bus in Delhi, India, galvanizing
the country to swiftly adopt new legislative measures and Putting forward the issue of
violence against women in India into the international spotlight. Although assault
and rape cases have made India famous for its high volume of crimes against women,
the reaction to this particular incident was much different from before. All the accused
were arrested and charged with sexual assault and murder. One of the accused, Ram
Singh, died in police custody from possible suicide on 11 March 2013 in the Tihar Jail.
The juvenile was convicted of rape and murder and given the maximum sentence of
three years” imprisonment in a reform facility. On 10 September 2013, the four remaining
adult defendants were found guilty of rape and murder and three days later were
sentenced to death by hanging. On March 13, 2014, the Delhi high court upheld their
conviction and sentence. All the convicts then approached the Supreme Court which
stayed their execution in 2014. The SC in its verdict on May 5, 2017, upheld the death
penalty for all the four convicts stating that “The Nirbhaya rape-cum-murder case is
rarest of rare case and we are compelled to give extreme punishments to ensure justice”.

It is a fact that sexual crimes against women have not come down since the
Delhi case. The death penalty could actually encourage the rapist to kill the victim.
Going by data in the National Crime Records Bureau report, released in January 2020,
a total of 3.78 lakh cases of crimes against women were recorded across India in 2018
compared to 3.59 lakh in 2017 and 3.38 lakh in 2016. The total number of rape cases in
2018 was pegged at 33,356, of which Madhya Pradesh registered 5,450 rapes, the
maximum in 2018. The crime rate per one lakh women population was 58.8 in 2018
compared to 57.9 in 2017. At the end of 2018, 33.6% cases were pending police
investigation. This raises the key question — what does India need to do to protect its
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girls and women? It is apparent that laws may have changed, but not mindsets. A society
that endorses a preference for the male child has already condemned the girl child to an
unequal world. Until Indian leaders, policymakers and society shed the gender bias and
the thinking that they need to protect women as a question of honour, there will be no
stopping crimes such as rape, sexual assault and harassment.

As the memories of Nirbhaya case waned from the minds of people, the nation
mourned yet another rape victim when another horrific incident from Hyderabad came
to light in 2019, where a 27-year old veterinary doctor was brutally gang raped and
thereafter burnt alive. The incident elicited outrage amongst the people demanding speedy
justice unlike Nirbhaya, where the case was being held up in court for 7 years. Many
demonstrations were organized across the country demanding justice. In the meantime,
in a follow-up incident in the Hyderabad case, news erupted that the four suspects in the
case were killed by the Hyderabad Police in an encounter in the police custody. Expectedly,
the said act of police was celebrated by the people of India. Though the speedy justice
delivered to the victim by way of such encounter was hailed all over the nation including
the victim’s family, the family still claimed that police could have been more vigilant and
responsive when the father of the victim had approached them on the same day around
11 p.m. but the police officials allegedly wasted time on the applicability of jurisdiction in
ascertaining the concerned police station and in delaying the investigation on unfounded
process. However, it is pertinent to note that taking law and order in our hands without
a fair trial to the accused is truly no solution at all. Though for a limited frame of time, we
may celebrate the so called speedy ‘justice’ to justify the act, but the question remains -
how does the police differentiate between a suspect and a convict? It is important to
understand and appreciate the primary principle of criminal law is that every man is
presumed innocent until proven guilty. The pressure by the public for speedy justice may
lead to unfair ways of punishing the suspects. Justice cannot be meted out just to please
public at large, it has to go with the touchstone of fair trial. It is no doubt that government
is taking steps to reduce rape offenses, however, no stringent preventative actions are
taken to stop the occurrence of such offenses. The very roots of the law need to be made
stronger before jumping over onto the branches. Remedial actions may eliminate the non-
conformities in laws by deterring the accused from committing such crimes. However to
those hardened criminals or psychopaths who find no guilt in ignoring the laws, taking
preventive actions would eliminate the cause of potential crime itself. It is just like we
have principles of State Policy and fundamental rights9 together, we should have both
the Act and preventive procedures of acting vigilantly to stop the commission of such
crimes. Major grey area in the Disha Act and Nirbhaya Act is that neither Act prescribes
steps or procedure to be followed by police in order to prevent the occurrence of the
crimes against the women. The preventive action includes vigilant actions by police in
reaching out to the victim on time and saving her from becoming a scapegoat in the
hands of wild animals. There should be a turnaround time for specifying time taken by
police to reach out the victims. The public distribution of sweets and loud cheering after
the hanging of the nirbhaya convex betray a mindset that is retributive in nature. Hanging
is perceived as the most brutal form of capital punishment. Not withstanding the decision
to fast track rape trials, then there upper case is proof of the inbuilt delays in the Indian
judicial system. With the conclusion of the nirbhaya case, there is an urgent need to create
awareness in the society about the need to respect women and accept them as equal
partners. Only a mindset change will prevent the recurrence of more such brutal incidents

and make India a safer place for women.
]
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HI,  am a man and yes...

| am afraid too!

- THE DIRE NEED FOR
GENDER NEUTRAL LAWS

1.Saravjeet Singh, a then 28 year old Delhi
resident was accused by Jasleen Kaur, a former
St. Stephens College student for eve teasing and
harassment through a viral facebook post. This
lead to the man’s arrest nonetheless and the
Indian media as well as the women activists were
quick into becoming the judge and jury in the
case.

People like Arnab Goswami and Sonakshi Sinha
supported the “victim” and shamed the accused
as guilty and a predator. What people failed to
notice was the fact that once the case reached
the court of justice , the victim didn’t even attend
any of the six hearings to which she was
summoned between a three year period and has
since went on to pursue higher education outside
India. As time went there were eyewitnesses who
came forward and vouched for his innocence.
The witnesses claimed that it was Jasleen, who
had first started to abuse and misbehaved with
Saravijeet.

In 2018, after the final hearing the accused was
found not guilty. But the damage was already
done. He had lost his job and nobody was ready
to hire him because of his history. While the so
called “victim” was having the time of her life,
the “predator” struggled to make the ends meet.

2. Almost six years ago, on November 28 2014,
two sisters,Pooja and Aarti from Kharkauda,
Rohtak accused three men of sexual harrasment
on a bus that they were travelling in. After a video
in which the sisters were seen hitting and
throwing stones at the men went viral, the sisters
were hailed as #RohtakBravehearts who had the
courage to stand up to their harassers. They were

AKHIL BEN
8TH SEM BA LLB

quickly held guilty in the media trial. Later, there
were discrepancies in the sisters statements and
on September 11, 2018 the truth came out. It was
held to be a false case and the three accused boys
were declared innocent by the Sessions Court of
Haryana. But the damage was already done.
They had to stop their studies. Two of them who
had cracked the army’s physical test were not
allowed to sit for the written test after the media
frenzy. The third accused was also known to be
jobless ever since the incident.

3. In October 2018 , the Twitter world woke up
to the rants and accusations by Mahima Kukreja
against the former All India Backchod (AIB)
comic Utsav Chakraborty. The claim of Utsav
sending unsolicited nude pictures to herself and
to many girls as well as targeting minor girls
shook the internet. The social media got behind
Mahima, praising her and deeming her as the
pioneer of the Indian #Metoo movement.

In 2019, a year after publicly apologizing and
disappearing from the limelight, Utsav came
forward and publicly called out all the four
women who accused him and proved with the
help of screenshots and other such evidences that
all the claims against him were false. One of the
girls even said that she had to delete her part of
the chat because otherwise her boyfriend would
have made a fuss out of it.

On top of it a youtube channel called EXPOSE
MAHIMA leaked a phone conversation between
Mahima and Utsav in which the latter’s lawyer
sister Mansi, is allegedly heard threatening
Chakraborty with court action if he “leaks
certain screenshots” of Mahima which proves his
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side of the story. His tweets had polarized social media, with some users questioning
it's impact on the #Metoo movement.

The above-mentioned are only a few among the tons of examples where the men were
wrongfully accused. The harsh reality of the current times is that we live in a society
where when it comes to harassment, women are considered to be innocent until proven
guilty and men are considered guilty until proven innocent. It's not just false rape or
harassment claims but we live in a world where a majority of people would laugh at
the thought of a man being harassed or sexually exploited by a woman. Why? Because
men are considered to be vicious superior in some way? Or because women are still
considered to be weaker when compared to men even after all the uproar by the neo-
feminists for all these years?

The need of the hour is to accept that our judicial system is flawed and the dire need
to adopt gender neutral laws. According to Sec.497 of the IPC, only a man is prosecuted
for adultery. Why? On another hand, the fourth point of Sec.375 of IPC states that if
man has sex with a woman after promising marriage, he can’t breakup with the
woman. If he does, according to the laws, he’s a rapist. In an age where live-in relations
to premarital sex is not considered a big deal, isn’t it easy for a woman to accuse a man
of rape if he breaksup, according to the “Indian Law” ?

Further if a woman is treated with physical or mental cruelty by her husband or his
family she can throw them behind bars, which is a great way to serve justice. Here’s
the catch though. She doesn’t need to give any evidence to support her case under Sec
498A of the IPC. Fair enough, but let’s consider the number of false imprisonments.

Finally when a man can serve up to 3 years in jail for sexual harassment, why is there
an absence of such a law with regard to women? Sexual harassment doesn’t necessarily
just mean rape. And there has been a hike in the number of cases reported by men
against women.

The answer to all the question can be toned down to one major change in the Indian
judicial system. The need of the hour is the gender neutral laws. If the true purpose of
the judicial system is to serve justice and as we have studied “there should be equality
before the eyes of law”, why should there exist separate laws for both the genders. In
the year 2020 the age old laws which were actually enacted to protect the women
back in the day has ran out it’s course. The laws must be amended to suit the social
needs of the current times. On January 2019, the SC had ruled that rape cannot be
invoked in cases of “consensual” sex after a relationship ends and the man declines to
marry the woman, for whatever reason. Women are becoming more educated and
confident. Hotel chains such as StayUncle rooms offers rooms to couples for an hour
or two for couples seeking somewhere to have sex. One cannot argue that premarital
sex is not on the rise. But at the same time, so are the number of women alleging rape
on false promise of marriage.

In many cases it is a result of parents covering up the shame of their daughter having
sex before marriage. Whatever the case maybe, as much as the atrocities against women
are on the rise, it can be said the same for the men on another scale. It is strange that
in an era where social media and social relationships are booming, a man has to be
afraid to a certain extend to even have a talk with a woman.

There is no permanent solution for this, not as long as the media trials play a relevant
role and neo-feminists and people with vested interests tries to force their perspectives
on the society as a whole.

THE LAW SHOULD BE AND SHOULD ONLY BE USED TO SERVE JUSTICE

TO THE ONES IN NEED. NO ONE SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO ABUSE THEM.
]
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Extra-Judicial
Killing:

A Threat to
Justice
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8TH SEM B.COM LLB

In November 2019, the gang rape and murder of a 26-year-old
veterinary doctor in Shamshabad, near Hyderabad, sparked outrage
across India. Her body was found in Shadnagar on 28 November 2019,
the day after she was murdered. Four suspects were arrested and,
according to the Cyberabad Metropolitan Police, confessed to having
raped and killed the doctor. The rape and murder elicited outrage in
several parts of the country. Protests and public demonstration against
rape were organized nationwide after the incident, with the public
demanding stricter laws against rape and rapists. All four accused were
killed in a police encounter on 6 December 2019, under a bridge on
Bangalore Hyderabad national highway, while they were in police
custody. According to the police, the suspects were taken to the location
for a reconstruction of the crime scene, where two of them allegedly
snatched guns and attacked the police. In the ensuing shootout, all
four suspects were shot dead. Some accused the police of extrajudicial
execution, while thousands of people celebrated the men’s deaths.

An extrajudicial killing (also known as extrajudicial execution
or extralegal killing) is the killing of a person by governmental
authorities without the sanction of any judicial proceeding or legal
process. They often target political, trade union, dissident, religious and
social figures. Basically, it is the execution of a person by a State authority
without any legal or judicial sanction.
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Extra judicial killing is a ubiquitous concept in the country, as various governments
have often resorted to such a method to assuage their political objectives. In the areas
of conflict within the country, especially in the North Eastern states which have been
affected by the Maoist insurgency movement, the law enforcement authorities have
often taken resort to such injudicious methods.

The increasing “Encounter Culture” has raised concerns on the efficacy of the
highest human rights body in the country. In 2018, Mr. Harsh Mander, former IAS
officer and social activist, had cited the continued silence on the recurrent occasions
of encounter killing in Uttar Pradesh and Haryana, as one of the cardinal reasons for
resigning from the post of Special Monitor of the National Human Rights Commission
(hereinafter referred to as “NHRC”).Anti-terror laws such as Terrorist and Disruptive
Activities (Prevention) Act, The Prevention of Terrorism Act, and The Unlawful
Activities (Prevention) Act have quite often been misused in the name of maintaining
law and order in the society. It introduced the mechanism of enforcing a magisterial
enquiry in cases of police encounters, and furthermore, imposed a legal obligation
upon the police officials to intimate such instances to the commission within a stipulated
period of 48 hours. The National Human Rights Commission, being an autonomous
institution, has to augment its vigilance so as to sever the incessant upsurge in police
excesses.

There are certain legal provisions which create exceptions to criminal liability,
and under such aforementioned exceptions, an act causing death shall be exempted
from being constituted into an offence. Section 46 of the Code of Criminal Procedure,
1973, authorizes the police authorities to use force, extending up to the causing of
death, if it's necessary to apprehend an individual who has been accused of an offence
which is punishable with imprisonment for life or death. Such immunity is also validated
by a legal provision if the act causing the death of an individual was done in accordance
to his exercise of the right to private defense in consideration of a reasonable
apprehension in the mind of the person that there exists a threat to his life or limb.
Such specification has been enshrined in Section 100 of the Indian Penal Code, 1860.

Nevertheless, there have been multiple instances where the police authorities
have acted beyond the powers conferred upon them, and such recurrent episodes of
police overaction have drawn severe condemnation from the Courts.

The growing number of petitions alleging fake encounters reveals a worrisome
trend of arbitrary exercise of power by the governmental authorities. It is palpable
that the mere formulation of guidelines has failed to depreciate the prevalence of extra
judicial killing, which has now reached the zenith that demands an effective judicial
intervention. In the famous Salwa Judum (Nandini Sundar v. State of Chhattisgarh)
case, the Court had emphasized that it was imperative for every organ of the State to
function within the limits of the four corners of constitutional responsibility. The
executioner can never be the jury. Although the police forces have been endowed
with legal immunity, such immunity should never be absolute. It should always be
subjected to judicial supervision and it is indispensable to ensure the aspect of
accountability, so as to forestall the creation of an enfeeble state where the commoners
would be reduced to live at the mercy of the government. Such stray incidents are
inconsonant to the fundamental principles of a democratic and liberal state. The only
way to curtail and obviate any future instances of such administrative overreach of
responsibilities is through effectuating the due process of law and enforcing
governmental functioning in congruity to the basic constitutional framework. In light
of the present situation, it would be prudent to conclude with the following words of
Winston Churchill, that, “The mood and temper of the public in regard to the treatment
of crime and criminals is one of the most unfailing tests of the civilizations of any

country.”
|
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“Women, they have minds, and they have souls, as well as just hearts. And they’ve got ambition,
and they've got talent, as well as just beauty. I'm so sick of people saying that love is all a woman
is fit for.”-(Little women)
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Sex Education

Through ‘Sex Education’!!?

AMRITHA PADMAKUMAR
6™ SEM BBALLB

The concept of sex education was completely new to me until the question
of ‘why is there a countless number of rape cases each day being reported and a lot
more being buried in our country?’ took place. And I am pretty sure that the
majority of people in our country aren’t still aware of this concept. Meanwhile, a
series named ‘sex education” on Netflix gave me the sex education which I should
have attained from my parents or teachers. How ridiculous does this sound right?
I was filled up with the question that “Is this the exact way to attain education on
this major aspect which one should know?” after binge-watching the series. The
whole concept of sex and sex-related phobias and issues were dealt with so
amazingly under this series. The importance of ‘consent’ and how sex without
consent simply is ‘rape’ and why schools in other countries make sex education the
mandatory is all well explained through 16 episodes (2 seasons) of this particular
series.

To be honest, even though I have attained majority, I never got an exact
education in this topic. Parents, teachers etc were hesitant to talk about SEX. Even
the biology teacher, who could have at least given us a vague idea, complicated it
with all the biological terms. And so much more instances in our day to day life
add up to the situation and I am sure that you all will be familiar with a situation
where you might felt the reaction of your parents as terrible when an intimate
scene happens on the television. What more...! When the classes related to any
such matters are being held in schools, girls & boys are separately seated in different
classrooms and I am still in search for the reason behind this so-called disciplinary
and brave move by the faculties. And in the end, what is the concept we acquire
during our teens about sex??? Sex is bad and vulgar enough to talk about. Agree??
Frankly, I formulated such an unhealthy concept regarding sex & it’s not fair to
blameourselves for this. And after all these misconceptions which the teenagers
acquire since their birth, how are they supposed to get a piece of proper knowledge
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about this whole wide & important matter?

There are plenty of answers to this particular question. You could see a trend among our
peer group of watching porns & blabbering all about it among the friend’s circle. As a result, sadly
porns are mostly the only source through which they acquire sex education & there starts the problem.
Also, the stereotypes which our society tends to follow also pave way for a heck of a lot of
misconceptions. In most cases, the pressure and illogical rules they put upon a girl completely provides
more dominancy to the boys which even eradicate the importance of consent from their sex life. The
only thing which I can be sure about is that India is busy grooming so many individuals who are
enthusiastically learning such utter sex fantasies which they think is the actual sex through the
blunder filled porns whereas some other individuals don’t even know what sex is. Here is where sex
education is relevant.

India is facing such a huge rise in rape cases daily. And people here & there are still stating
different reasons, blaming Governments & conducting protests without thinking about the root
cause for this one major crime. Sex education in the country could bring a massive change which
could eradicate the notion of considering females as if they are just a sex object rather than a human.
Many of the famous social workers in the country had already stated this as the best solution to
overcome the hike in rape cases. Including sex education in the syllabus along with the student’s
academics And also trying to analyse & initiate a positive change within ourselves by breaking all
the illogical stereotypes & beliefs could help us in witnessing the great change ever in the country.
At least at a slow pace, hoping that sex education will be made mandatory in the country & as a
result, the reflection in the society could bring everyone to peace shortly.
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COVID-19:

Lockdown and

some Socio-Economic
and

Legal Issues

Prologue

COVID-19, the global pandemic spread all over the world within a short span of
time has resulted in drastic changes in the global political economy. Unprecedented in
several counts, the pandemic has forced governments to adopt drastic measures to
curtail the spread of the Corona Virus and thus to check the spread of COVID-19. The
first case (Index Case) of COVID-19 pandemic in India was reported on 30 January
2020 at Thrissur, Kerala. As on date of writing this note (27-5-2020) in India there are
1, 51,973 confirmed COVID-19 cases, 83,322 active cases and 4,342 deaths. So far,
Dr. THOMASKUTTY 64294 patients have recovered from the illness. Global figures are 56, 88,516 confirmed

PANACHAKEL cases, 2,904_,451 active cases and 3,52,27_2 de_aths. So far 2,431,793 patients have

recovered. Since this is an extraordinary situation, governments were forced to take

extra ordinary preventive measures. One of the measures is LOCKDOWN, which force

people to stay at homes and law-enforcing agencies ensure that people comply with
the directives of the respective government authorities.

This article tries to ponder upon some socio-economic and legal issues related to
the Lockdown imposed in India from 24 March 2020. In this article the author willfully
avoids technical jargons and sophisticated tools of analysis, instead tries to venture
into a down to earth analysis of the situation through which he wishes to highlight
certain concerns of a student of social sciences with a background in juridical sciences,
with an expectation that it may shed some light on the plight of ordinary people in this
Country.

The Corona Virus and COVID-19

COVID-19 is a disease caused by a new strain of Corona Virus. ‘CO’ stands for
Corona, ‘VI’ ‘for virus ‘D’ for disease. Formally this disease was referred as 2019 Novel
Corona Virus or ‘2019-ncov’. The initial outbreak of this disease was in Wuhan, China.
The Chinese version of the origin and spread of the virus can be summarized as “..
COVID-19; while circulating in a bat population, mutated, acquiring the ability to infect
human, which was then transmitted to people either visiting or working in the Wuhan
Seafood Market'. This version of the story is highly refuted by western countries and
allege that China is hiding many facts about the virus and they are keeping many vital
information about the virus under the carpet According to some hypotheses, the virus
is a man-made one (a laboratory product?)

The pandemic which is rapidly and forcefully affecting the life and lifestyle of
people across the globe is unprecedented in the history of mankind. Now assumed the
colour of a Global Pandemic, the virus is spreading in all the continents and pose a
major challenge for governments and health care providers. Its economic impact is
severe for all economies, both developed as well as developing. In order to restrain the
spread of the virus, the current wisdom advocates for social distancing, which include
avoiding gatherings, including religious and social Italso warrants to maintain physical
distance of one meter between persons in public places, especially with those who are
having symptoms such as cough, fever, sore throat etc., to stay at home as much as
possible, to avoid physical contacts like handshakes, hand holdings or hugs, to avoid
touching surfaces such as tabletops, chairs or handles. Practice of good personal hygiene
and washing of hands with soap and water, frequent use of hand sanitizers, are all part
of the preventive measure.
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Lockdown

In the culmination of government regulations aimed to contain the spread of the virus,
lockdown is prescribed and practiced all over the world. General understanding on lockdown is
that ‘itis a state of isolation or restricted access instituted as a security measure’. A lockdown is
an emergency protocol that prevents people from leaving a given area. A full lockdown will
mean that you must stay where you are and do not exit the area or enter another area. This
scenario usually allows for essential supplies including medical emergencies. All ‘non-essential’
(?7) activities remain shut for the entire period.

COVID19 and Lockdown in India

On 24 March 2020, Sri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India ordered a nationwide lockout
for 21 days. It was ordered after a 14-hours voluntary public curfew (Janatha Curfew) on 22
March. Phase-1 curfew ended on 14 April, Phase-2 for 19 days was from 15 April to 3 May,
Phase-3 for 14 days was from 4 May to 17 May and Phase-4 from 18 May to 31 May 2020.

Socio-Economic Impact

Socio-economic impact of lockdown is far reaching and severe. It brings in large scale
misery to the people, especially to the poor and the marginalized. Impact will be both short
term and long term; both in micro and macro level Once the lockout is in operation, the livelihood
of the poor and marginalized are also closed, and they are pushed into misery and starvation.
Though it is said that during lockdown, ‘it is life first and then economy’, is it really moving in
that direction! The lockdown dumped a huge heap of misery on the poor and marginalized
who survive with the small they earn on daily basis and are having a hand-to-mouth existence.
The media reports reveal that there are more than 550 deaths (as on 27-05-2020) with reasons
ranging from starvation, suicides, exhaustion, road and rail accidents, police brutality and denial
of timely medical care. Among the reported deaths, majority were among the marginalized
migrant laborers.

With factories and workplaces shut down, millions of migrant workers had to deal with
loss of income, food shortage, forced eviction from their rented accommodation and uncertainty
about their future. With no work and money, thousands of migrant workers were seen walking
or bicycling hundreds of kilometers to go back to their native villages, some with their families.
Many were arrested on their journey to their home village for violating lockdown, after being
caught atinter-state borders, forests between states, even from boats while attempting to cross
the state borders.

The story of misery does not end here. On 31 March 2020, as many as 120 migrant workers
were allegedly beaten up by the police in Gujarat and forcefully rounded up in single lorry and
dropped in Maharashtra, without providing medical attention, despite being wounded. On 18
May 2020, 16 migrant workers who were sleeping on railway tracks at Aurangabad, exhausted
from walking, died after a goods train ran over them.

Special trains (Shramik trains) were introduced by the Union Government for migrant
workers on 1 May 2020, but the facility was not free, in fact it was much higher than the
normal passenger fare charged by the Railways. A few days after the Shramik special trains
were introduced, the Karnataka Government cancelled the trains from Bengaluruy, reportedly
supporting the construction industry- who were banking on the cheap labor (a classic case of
labor exploitation?!) of migrant workers. Trains were later re-introduced due to the pressure
from media and opposition parties.

Human Rights Violations during Lockdown

In order to contain the spread of COVID-19, the Union Government issued orders prescribing
lockdown in the country on 24 May 2020. The orders were issued in terms of the provisions of
the National Disaster Management Act 2005 (the DM Act) in tandem with the Epidemic Diseases
Act of 1897 (the ED Act). Some state governments promulgated ordinances to ensure that
people comply with the regulations issued by the government.

Immediately after the orders of lockdown were issued, the government’s efforts went into
muddle as thousands of migrant laborers started flouting lockdown order to head to their villages
fearing starvation following the imposition of restrictions on their occupations and movements.
Anxiety of over job loss and salary cut were there among employees of commercial and industrial
establishments. Even entrepreneurs, professionals, micro and small firms, shop owners and
street vendors landed into utter confusion and the resultant chaos.
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LOCKDOWN

COVID-19

Issues

When the government issued
lockout orders it should have made prior
arrangements for shelter, food and other
necessary items of livelihood for people
who are affected by the new regulations.
[tis worth to note that it is Constitutional
obligation of the government to provide
for the livelihood for its people. Article
21 of the Constitution of India stipulates
that “no person should be deprived of his
life except according to the procedure
established by law”. In Olga Tellis v.
Bombay Municipal Corporation [1985
CCC (3)545; Pavement Dwellers Case]
the Supreme Court of India has
categorically stated that right to life
include “right to livelihood”. It may be
noted that India is a signatory on the
International Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights (ICCPR) which was
acceded and ratified on July 1979. Article
6 of ICCPR provided for right to life. It
may be recalled that under the ICCPRitis
the obligation of party-state to bring laws
in conformity with the provisions of the
covenant.

Similarly, Article 19(1) of the
Constitution provides for right to live and
settle in any part of the territory of India
and right to carry on any occupation,
trade or business. However, during
lockdown period these Constitutional
provisions were either violated or kept
in abeyance. People suffering from acute
illness, living in inter-state borders who
were regular patients of hospitals in the
neighbouring states were denied
permission to cross the borders to seek
medical treatment in their regular
hospitals even during medical
emergencies. There was loss of lives due
to the delay in getting proper medical
attention. Law enforcing agencies’
actions and over-actions were justified
on the ground that “extra ordinary
situation, extra ordinary measures”.

The Constitution of India permits for suspension of
Fundamental Rights, only during emergency caused by war,
external aggression or armed rebellion. Needless to say, that
spread of a pandemic will not fall within the ambit of the above
situations. Right to life and personal liberty under Article 20 and
21 of the Constitution cannot be suspended during emergency.

There is no provision under the DM act to issue orders
suspending economic activity, right to movement, right to shelter
or right to employment of the citizens. The warning of UN
Secretary General Antonio Gutterres should be a reminder to all
concerned, “Corona Pandemic must not to be used as a pretext
for authoritarian states to trample over individual human rights
or repress the free flow of information”.

Section 12 of the DM Act, provides for minimum standard of
relief in relation to shelter, food, drinking water, medical cover
and sanitation. The NDMA (National Disaster Management
Authority) has not issued any direction in this regard for those
who are affected by the virus and those whose life has been made
miserable due to lockdown.

Lack of Empathy of Judiciary

Across India there are lakhs of migrant workers and other
marginalized people whose livelihood is devastated by the
nationwide lockdown imposed to curtail the spread of COVID-19.
Many migrant workers are walking hundreds of kilometers in an
attempt to get back to their home villages. Many succumbed to
death in accidents along the way. But apathy from the parts of
governments continues. Under such a situation, the general
perception of judicial intervention is not forth coming in spite of
several Public Interest Litigation (PIL).

On 7 April 2020, responding to submissions that the Centre
Government pay workers, ChiefJustice S A Bobde asked the lawyer
why the workers need money, when they are being fed, failing to
acknowledge that people need more than just food to survive. On
15 May, on a petition on the workers’ plight came up, the bench
observed that it was impossible for courts to monitor or stop
movement of migrant workers across the country.

However there are some silver lines, for instance, on habeas
corpus petition filed in Madras High Court on 15 May, asking to
Government to produce 400 Tamil workers stuck in Maharashtra,
a bench of Justices N Kirubakaran and R Hemalatha said, “One
cannot control his/her tears after seeing the pathetic condition
of migrant laborers shown in the media for the past one month. It
is nothing but a human tragedy”.

Freedom of Worship

The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted religious life in various
ways. The lockdown imposed in the country from 24 March has
affected public religious activity due to restriction on assembling
of people in public places. This situation warrants for serious
consideration because survival of human beings in a civilized
society depends not only on material wellbeing but on other
aspects of human life also, especially something like, spiritual
activity. The Constitution of India under article 25 to 28 provides
the freedom of religion and practicing of religious life.

As part of lockdown all places of religious worship are closed
to the faithful to offer prayers and perform rituals. Pilgrimages
came to a standstill The long-term impact of this on the civil society
has to be evaluated, especially among the younger generation. A
country like India, with deep rooted religious life may not be in a
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position to afford a generation without spiritual
values. It is worth to recall the words of the second
President of India, Dr. Sarvepalli Radhakrishnan,
that, “a generation without spiritual values will be a
generation of monsters and savages”

Harsh Police Action During Lockdown Period

There have been several instances of high-
handedness by police during the lockdown. There
were cases, where police beat up delivery boys and
harassing people who were buying essentials.
Mercantile carts of Petty traders and roadside vendors
were toppled by police officials, forced them to dump
their goods, even perishable goods like milk and
vegetables. In some instances, the police force,
supposed to maintain law and order, put the gown of
judiciary and inflicted punishment on people, like
forcing them to do squats and sit-ups. Media reports
even stories like hosing migrant workers with
chemical spray, which is meant for cleaning buses.

In a case filed by R S Aafreen a student of Tamil
Nadu Law University to the State Human Rights
Commission pointed out that police officers are
beating up people on the roads without even asking
the reason for venturing out. There were even reports
of instances of assaulting medical doctors who were
on their way to their hospitals or to their homes after
their hospital duty.

Online Classes for Students

Due to COVID-19, engaging regular classroom
teaching has become risky and online classes have
been prescribed as an alternative. Those who
advocate for online teaching and learning, pose
several arguments in support of the same. But one
could not conceal the concerns in this matter. We
have to acknowledge the potential dangers of internet
exposure to young children. Similarly, the ‘digital
divide’ will alienate the economically disadvantaged
students who do not have access to the technology of
digital lessons, which require facilities like household
computer, internet at home, even uninterrupted
power supply. On 15 April 2020, the UNICEF (United
Nations Children’s Fund) said “Millions of Children
are at increased risk of harm as their lives move
increasingly online during lockdown in the COVID-
19 period. The apprehensions that the internet
exposure puts Children at risk of online sexual

1]
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exploitation and grooming, as predators look to exploit
the COVID-19 pandemic”.

More over education is not simply transferring
information. Pupils should undergo character
formation during the course of their school days and
imbibe values in life to foster for contusive human
life. The survival of human society largely depends of
fostering of cherished human values handed over to
generations.

Epilogue

The global pandemic COVID-19 is a reality.
According to experts, the coming months, even years
will be a period in which we live with the Corona
virus. Regulations and restrictions to contain the
spread of the virus are going to be a part of life. People
will learn to adjust to the new situation. But such a
formation should not be a blanket license to
authorities to forget their cardinal responsibility to
people. Governments should be welfare-oriented
governments, ensuring the well-being of all. It should
pay special attention to the sufferings and loss of all,
especially the marginalized and the down-trodden.
Unless the helping hand of the government is not
extended to those vulnerable sections of the society, it
will eventually lead to social unrest and violence.
Needless to say, that such a situation is not favorable
for economic development of the nation. The cries of
the helpless people cannot be ignored always. There
should be concerted efforts from the part of all stake
holders to rehabilitate ‘Victims of COVID-19” and
ensure that no one is penalized for no fault of their
own. Fraternity, concern for others, care and love
should be the values for the nation. Focus should be on
rebuilding and rehabilitation. Let us remember the
words of Mahatma Gandhi, father of our nation, “I will
give you a Talisman. Whenever you are in doubt or
when the self becomes too much with you, apply the
following test: Recall the face of the poorest and
weakest man [woman] whom you may have seen, ask
yourself, it the step you contemplate is going to be of
any use to him”.

Jai Hind

Opinions expressed are personal views of the author
and in no way, it reflects with the views of the
organizations to which he is affiliated or deemed to

be affiliated.
n
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CARPE DIEM

To live in the moment, or now, means being con-
scious, aware and in the present with all of your
senses. It means not dwelling on the past, nor be-
ing anxious or worrying about the future. Living
in the moment means letting go of the past and
trusting in the future. When we are positive and
optimistic in the present, we open the possibility
of a positive and promising future. We also need
to know what to leave firmly in the past. For ex-
ample, we're constantly deciding whether or not
to bring old injuries back into our lives or whether
to distance ourselves from them and continue to
live towards our ideals.

Your thoughts are of the past : what has been,
what could have been, what you thought hap-
pened or what actually did happen. Maybe it
might be another alternative. Your thoughts about
the future : what will be, what could be, what
might be if.... When you aren’t being present you
become a victim of time. Your mind is pulled into
the past or the future, or simultaneously both. The
easiest way to explain living in the present is to
start by explaining what it means to not be
present, since this is the state we have become
habitually used to.

Of course, it’s natural to spend moments of
thought in the past or in day dreams of the fu-
ture. Identifying impending dangers through as-
sociations with things have happened in the past
important for self- preservation. But when our
lives become dictated by thoughts and emotions
attached to past events and potential future out-
comes, standing peacefully rooted in the present
becomes increasingly rare. Our routine, habits
and all other elements are to be off in our heads
somewhere mulling over negativity and struggles
of the past, or becoming anxious and fearful of
the future. Seldom are we fully “here” ; neutrally
centred to see through life’s lens with clarity and
naked awareness - a state that assists us in find-
ing contentment and understanding in ourselves.

An easy way to break this habit of being a victim
of time is to identify time for what it is. Time is a
human concept, it is a metric we use as a refer-
ence point for organizing our lives and document-
ing history. When we consider time as an illu-
sion, it makes being controlled by time in some-
what delusional way. The past doesn’t exist nei-
ther did the future. The only meaningful thing is
existence, it's a feeling of the present, of seeing
the world in one’s own intellect.

Life is constantly exploring new territories, tak-

A.KRISHNAPRIYA

4TH SEM BBALLB

ing chances, and going places you haven’t been
before. It is full of fresh and exciting possibilities.
Once you start living in the present there’s no
turning back. The concept of living in the mo-
ment or the present can be beautifully drawn out
by a simple story.

There was a man who had four sons. He wanted
his sons to learn not to judge things too quickly.
So he sent them on a quest, in turn, to go and
look at a pear tree that was at a great distance.

The first son went in the winter, the second in
the spring, the third in summer, and the young-
est son in the autumn.

When they returned, he called them together to
describe what they had seen. The first son said
that the tree was ugly, bent, and twisted. The sec-
ond son disagred that it was covered with green
buds and full of promise. The third son disagreed
and said that it was laden with blossoms that
smelled so sweet and looked so beautiful, it was
the most graceful thing that he had ever seen.
The last son disagreed with all of them; he said it
was ripe and drooping with fruit, full of life and
fulfilment.

The man then explained to his sons that, all of
them were right, because they had seen just one
season in the tree’s life. He told them that you
cannot judge a tree, nor a person, by seeing one
season, and the essence of who they are - and
the pleasure, joy, and love that come from that
life - can only be measured at the end, when all
the seasons are over. If you give up when it’s win-
ter, you will miss the promise of your spring, the
beauty of your summer, fulfilment of your fall.
Don’t judge a life by one difficult season. Don’t
let the pain of one season destroy the joy of all
the rest.

Many people live each day mired in the past or
worried about the future, unaware of the trea-
sure of the present that they possess. One cannot
be judgemental about other, on a single incident
they had faced in the past. People need to move
on rather than being trapped in their own inse-
curities, that’'s why we call it life.

“When you are here and now, sitting totally, not
jumping ahead, the miracle has happened. To be in

the moment is the miracle”- OSHO.
m
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It all began with a plan. Not all plans turn into
reality. But I was not ready to give up. After the
University exams got over, me and my boys made

an impromptu decision to go on a trip to
Uttarakhand.

Pre-covid, I had gone on various solo and group
hitchhiking trips across Southern India. But I had
wanted to go on a winter trek. During the pan-
demic, we waited for the perfect moment to go
on our adventure. Later, we realized that there is
no such perfect moment.

We reached Dehradun after sunrise. We had to
travel through 3-4 buses to reach Sankri. Sankri
is around 200 km from Dehradun via NH123,
criss-crossing over the hills and valleys. It is a place
where the experience is not just in the destina-
tion, the road to the place are all part of it. In
some ways, the area harks back to the ‘old hill
stations’ before they became over built messes - a
few scattered houses, the little bazaar, patches of
forest and wide open views. The bus tour was
uncomfortable and tiring. After 8 hours of an
exhausting bus journey, we reached Sankri.

Our journey was economical. We never used any
travel agency or any company. We wanted to
push out of our comfort zone. In Sankri, we
sought the help of a local guy for a permit for
Kedar Kantha trek. His name was Hareesh
Panwar, who dealt with us like a great business-
man. He didn’t make things easy. But after bar-
gaining, we settled him at 10,000 rupees for 4 days
of trek of 5 member squad. He bought us the gears
and equipment required for the trek. We stayed
at a hotel for the night.

On the very next day, we started our trek. It had
snowed last night. The paths were too slippery
from the snow. We met many people from vari-
ous backgrounds and culture on our journey.
Yedu, a guy from Malappuram made friends
with us. It took us 5 hours to trek and a further of
4 km to reach the base camp. After taking some
rest, we helped one native to find woods for a
campfire. He offered us food and coffee. At 8 pm
we went down to the valleys. Our tired and ex-
hausted eyes couldn’t help but lose battle with

B0y, .
SREERAJ. S. PAI
8TH SEM BBALLB

sleep. But we woke up at 12 am as it was -10°C
and our sleeping bags weren’t much of a help.

After breakfast, we started by 10:30am towards
JUDA KA TALAB, the frozen lake in Kedar
Kantha. JKT as locals call it, is a small mystic land
surrounded by snow-capped mountains, beauti-
ful scenery and picturesque landscapes We slid
over the talab. After spending a great time, we
headed back to the base camp.

By around 2 pm, we reached the base camp and
had casual conversations with other campers.
Among them, I met a kid, Dhyey who was there
with his family. While we were freezing, this kid
was diving into the snow. Looking at that gave
me goosebumps. I took some pictures of Dhyey
having the best time of his life. While I was cap-
turing the down valleys, a boy of the same age as
Dhyey looked at me with desperate eyes. I ob-
served him and noticed that he looked sad. Kids
in Northern India's remote places were not al-
lowed to play or go to school. Chottu, as some of
them called him, was lifting 2 pots of water for
the local shop at the base camp while Dhyey was
playing a game of Rock, Paper and Scissors. It
was the most disappointing part of the entire trek.

We woke up the third day at 2 am to see the sun-
rise. Nearly 400 people started towards the peak
of the mountain to catch a glimpse of the sun.
The temperature was -15°C. By 6 am, we had
reached the peak. We lingered around there till
7:30 am. That was an experience never forgot-
ten. It was pure bliss. I can hardly describe the
experience through my words. After sunrise, we
hiked back to the base camp. I really miss those
days right now.

We returned back to Sankri encountering inju-
ries along the way. But we managed to get back
home without any further incidents. The trip put
a hole in each of our wallets by Rs. 7,500.

To those people who makes excuses about money,
money is a secondary factor. Having a mindset

takes the front seat.
L]
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2nd best memorial in 29 th ALL INDIA MOOT COURT COMPETITION 2020
FOR THE KERALA LAW ACADEMY TROPHY.
Haira Solomon, Aswathy S Nair, Kavya S.S.

Foruth Best Memorial for the 1 st Surana & Surana and
CUSAT School of Legal Studies, Dr AT Markose Memorial
National Technology Law Moot Court Conception- 2020
Anna Philip, Haira Solomon, Stephanie Sharon

2 nd runner up for the 1 st VOX [URA
National Judgment Writing competition 2020
Stephanie Sharon

First Place; Nomikos Pélemos [The Grand Law Fest]
Client Counseling Competition [2019]
3 rd runners up for the National hosted by Government Law College, Kozhikode

Criminal Law Review Judgement writing competition
Jaison Rozario, Haira Solomon




DEPRESSION

VARSHAV NAIR

4TH SEM BBALLB

That word caught your attention? Well,
that’s the thing. It is something that most people
talk with such ease these days and yet, never have
a meaningful conversation about it. Mental
health should be something that needs as much
attention as physical health. For example, Cancer
is a medical condition. So is Depression/
Anxiety/ Bipolar Disorder/ PTSD/ ADHD/
Schizophrenia/ Dysthymic disorder etc. They
belong to different categories of illness. The
difference is, one kills you physically. The other
kills you psychologically. And the truth about
depression? It differs from person to person. The
only thought that’s identical in every case is that,
it's a constant fight. It's a constant fight between
getting out of bed and staying in. It's a constant
fight between going out with your friends and
deciding to stay in. It’s a constant fight between
doing something productive during the day and
just staying put. And this constant battle is in
your head. See how many times I used the word
constant? Because that’s how consistent it is. It
isn't something like, one day you're good and it
goes away. It silently returns, feeding on your
soul, slowly pushing you into darkness and
destroying your happiness. And most of the
times, this inexplicable kind of sadness does not
come from a particular reason. Funny right? You
may even laugh at someone if they told you that
they’re sad for no reason at all. But that’s how
depression pulls you down. So whenever
someone tells you that they’re depressed and they

keep talking about all the things that bother them?
Listen to them. Lend your ears and listen to them.
Maybe even your shoulder for them to cry on.
Hug them to show your support. They don’t come
to you for solutions, because if they wanted that,
they could’ve gone to a therapist. They just want
someone to listen to them. So listen to them with
a clear head and do not belittle their feelings. And
if at all someone comes up to you to open up or
talk about whatever is in their mind, please DO
NOT SAY “It’s all in your head. Stop thinking
that way.” It doesn’t work that way. Depression
is not an act. Eating disorders aren’t phases. Self
harm is not a cry for attention. They are all
something very serious that needs immediate
attention, so that people going through it, get the
help they need. And to those who's still fighting
this battle, know that, You are BRAVE,

You are STRONG,

You are BEAUTIFUL,

You are ENOUGH,

You are CAPABLE,

You are LOVED,

You are NOT WEAK,

You are NOT a LOST CAUSE,
You are NOT a BURDEN,
You are NOT a LOSER.

Have faith. Have hope. And keep fighting this
battle with your head held high.
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The master of disguise!

MERLIN PRISCILLA
6TH SEM BBALLB

Have you ever dressed up and pretended to be someone else or played “hide
and seek’? Children, of course, do this. but there are also many living beings that do
this to avoid being attacked or eaten. Everyone has heard of the chameleon with the
ability to change colours and easily blend to his environment. He’s not alone though.
There is the hawk moth caterpillar morphs to resemble a snake in order to scare of
predators and mantises that look like orchids. Some birds can make themselves sound
like all kinds of odd things, including car alarms. Plant mimics are a bit harder to
find. No plant known to science has been able to mimic a variety of neighbours.
There are some-orchids for example-that can copy other flowers, but their range is
limited to one or two types.

But that’s not the case with the woody vine BOQUILA TRIFOLIOLATA ,
native to Chile and Argentina. A few years ago, Ernesto Gianoli, a plant scientist,
came upon a Boquila trifoliolata while walking with a student in the Chilean woods.
They stopped to find out that this species of vine is able to make itself not only look
like one host plant but actually mimic several different tree hosts.

The vine produces a cluster of three leaflets, but researchers noticed that the
shape, size, colour and orientation of the leaves weren’t always the same. When it
grew on a tree with thin, pointy leaves, its leaves were thin and pointy. On a tree
with short, stubby leaves, the vine’s leaves were short and stubby. Their leaves indeed
changed shapes, colour, size, thickness, angle and other attributes to match those of
its host, the researchers found. Only when the vine was growing on its own or on a
part of a tree without leaves did it show its standard leaves.

While other plants or animals mimic a single host, this amazing plant is able
to do so for multiple hosts. This ability is called polymorphism, and Boquila trifoliolata
is the only plant in the world so far capable of it.

And the wildest part is that it doesn’t have to touch what it copies. It only has
to be nearby. But this plant can hang- literally hang-alongside a host tree, with empty
space between it and its model, and with no eyes, nose, mouth, or brain, it can “see’
its neighbor and copy what it has “seen’.

According to the researchers, the Boquila trifoliolata may have adapted this
ability to avoid being eaten by herbivores. How to mimic trees in its vicinity. It may be
able to pick up chemical odours or microbes may transport geneactivating signals

between the fraud and the host, researchers conclude.
| |
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You might be familiar with the phrase. It
started about as a cry of the oppressed and the
formed itself into a mode of liberation of the
oppressed. People got a chance to relieve the-
mselves from the trauma, they faced and expose
those who are well hidden within the societies,
due to their privileges, positions or economical
status.

Though it took a long while for such a
revolutionary movement to evolve, it still paved
as a form of security for the future generations.
People are now more vigilant, cautious and most
importantly respectful of other people and their
boundaries.

People are no longer weak, they have
gained a right or power by way of this movement.
And, the thing about power is that, it's always
accompanied with its own responsibilities, so that
it won’t be misused or be prejudicial to anyone.

WILSTAN WILFRED
8TH SEM BCOM LLB

But, are we sure that people are not misusing it
for their own personal gain or as a means to get
their way or take advantage of people. The
thought of possibility is in itself a horrific tragedy,
but unfortunately the truth is there are such
incident and it has taken a lot of victims who
have suffered losses on such account.

Yes , We might have done justice to the
problems that existed in the society, but we have
also opened doors for new problems which feed
on the rights guaranteed as the redressal
measures for the earlier problems.

Victims still exist, it’s just an another problem.

Will there ever be an end to the victimising
people?

Will we be able to leave freely an safely?

Will we be able to think and live without

apprehensions?
]
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NO KEY TO LOCK
COLOUR RACISM?

“All human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights....”
(Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 1948.)

Being “different’ is actually not in what we belong to, but is in the beauty
of being different in sex, talents, looks, race, ethnicity, complexion etc. Difference
is nothing but diversity that makes every group or individual unique. People think
that race is obvious because if you are visually-abled, you can see that people are
different based on their skin-colour and other physical signs. But biological
differences will not make any race superior or inferior to the other. The
understanding of people about human difference is shaped by the culture they
live in. Actually the social construction of race is always underpinned by an
ideology of convenience that always favours the “Whites.” The one who is counted
as White or Black in Africa is different from the one in Australia or in any other
country. The dominant groups, across societies, create a hierarchy that rationalizes
inequality as natural. Unfortunately, Race became a criterion to categorize people
based mainly on physical features. On the other hand, Ethnicity throws light on
various cultural identities and groups, developed trough social interaction, shared
ideas of culture, customs, language and institutions.

The Social Construction of Race and Group Hegemony

Times of heightened social division in the world we live in, it is a matter of
introspection that, regardless of who we are, or of our individual origin or of
where we come from, offers us a deeper understanding of what racism actually
is. Race is natural but racism is a social construct, deliberately created to classify
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and categorize people in a hierarchy to ensure
one group’s hegemony over the other.
Categorization emerges out of discrimination.
Discrimination is based on prejudice or bias that
always benefits or advances one group over
others. Racism refers to the belief that one race is
inherently superior or inferior to other races.
Black and darker-skinned people are positioned
at the bottom of racial hierarchies, while people
with lighter skin are placed at the top.

Racism: A Historical Perspective

There are five primary forms of racial oppression.
They are:

1) Genocide and Geographical displacement.
2) Slavery

3) Second class citizenship

4) Non-citizen labour

(5)Diffuse discrimination.

(
(
(
(

The 19th century folk saying, “The only good
Indian is a dead Indian.” shows the moral
monstrosity of the British and U.S approach
towards the Native Indians in America. Most
often the land was simply confiscated and the
indigenous inhabitants were driven off or killed.
Such cruelties were justified on the grounds that
the native people were “Uncivilized Savages.’

Most people with African ancestors living
in the USA today are the descendants of people
who were once the ‘property’ of White
Americans. They were owned in the same sense
as a horse can be owned. Slavery was a life time
condition. By the time of the Civil War (1861-
1865), there were nearly 4 million slaves in USA.
The racial ideologies of degradation and

dehumanization constituted the core of the racist
culture.

Second Class Citizenship refers to a
situation in which some categories of citizens
have fewer rights than others It can be in the
form of an official, legally defined denial of some
rights or a less formal practical denial of rights.
It became the pivotal form of racial oppression.
Repressive segregationist laws excluded African
—-Americans from White schools, restaurants,
hotels etc. Ku Klux Klan was an example of state-
supported violence allowed to terrorize Black
communities. State-supported racism was
practised in the Nazi Germany and in the
European colonies in Africa, Asia and Australia.

Race and legal citizenship status is another
instance of state —sponsored racism. The lack of
full citizenship rights made them vulnerable to
sharp forms of exploitation. The Hispanics from
Mexico in USA is an example. Opportunity
hoarding is another clandestine mode of
excluding the so called ‘inferior’ races. It takes
place when the dominant social group restricts
access to a resource to a socially ‘ostracized’
group. It is a socially defined way of exclusion.

Diffuse Discrimination refers to situations in
which implicit and covert discrimination is
practised on racial lines. This includes a wide
range of specific practices. This kind of private
discrimination is very difficult to detect as it
occurs informally. Treating customers differently
in an office, educational institutions, restaurants,
at public places etc. on the basis of race and
colour is an example. The Black Lives Matter
and George Floyd’s killing can be seen as the
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latest example of colour racism in the 21st century.

The ‘Whiteness’ Factor

Whiteness is an ideology that has been, over time,
first through violent political domination and later
through cultural institutions, created the fiction
that White culture is the natural order. Here, it is
worth mentioning the notorious statement made
by Rudyard Kipling: “The White man’s Burden.’
Another example is the ‘Ilbert Bill controversy,
1884.

Many Voices-One World

It is possible to define Pluralism as recognition,
protection and promotion and respect for
diversity. We need to develop a global strategy to
promote pluralism as a value by means of
democratically developed practical measures in
the fields of law, education, information and
communication. All individuals and groups have
the right to be different, to consider themselves as
different and to be regarded as different.
(UNESCO 1978)

The Challenge of Being the ‘Other’

Living in a society where people are discriminated
over their complexion and culture is really a
challenge for those who are subject to suppression.
The dominant group considers the other
community as ‘Outsiders’ This leads to a situation
called ‘being the other.” in one’s own country. The
world of today goes through an unprecedented
phenomenon of mass displacement of racial
communities due to sectarian violence and social
exclusion. Many racial communities find
themselves being uprooted. The Yezidis in Iraq,
the Hazaras in Afghanistan are a few examples.

Tolerance: The Key to Lock Colour Racism

It is not the dearth of laws across the world that
prevents us from practicing an egalitarian
approach towards every Race. Laws alone cannot
ensure anything in the world. We need to bring

in the spirit of tolerance among the entire
population. Tolerance is, being patient,
understanding and accepting of anything
different. Tolerance is the practice of respecting
and recognizing the beliefs or practices of others.
Humans are the most co-operative species on
the planet Earth! Yet, we can also be surprisingly
intolerant of each other. In per-modern times it
made little sense to be fearful of other groups
and it was a bit beneficial to them to trust those
who look similar to their group. But the modern
civilizations, in general, encourage the extension
of attitudes like respect and tolerance beyond
those who look similar to us. This is exactly what
has made us such a co-operative species. We can
open up ourselves to a more expansive attitude
of connectedness thereby empowering us to
work together in co-operation with our fellow-
humans! Working collaboratively across borders,
races and beliefs etc. will help us overcome the
global challenges of the 21st century. The
renowned Irish nationalist and Nobel Peace
Prize winner, John Hume (1937-2020) opined
that, “Difference is the essence of humanity.
Difference is an accident of birth and it should
therefore never be the source of hatred or
conflict. The answer to difference is to respect.
Therein lies the most fundamental principle
of peace: respect for diversity.” “No one is
born hating another because of the colour of
his skin, or his background, or his religion.
People must learn to hate, and if they can learn
to hate, they can be taught to love, for love
comes more naturally to the human heart than
its opposite.” Nelson Mandela (1918-2013) The
almost ‘rusted away’ key to lock racism has been
with us since time immemorial. Before it is too
late, let us save humanity from being locked up
in a racist chamber, for which we need to brush
away “the racist rust” from the ‘key” with Love
and Tolerance!!!
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“JUST ASLAP-PAR I\/IAR NAHI SAKTA”

The well-known lemma is from ‘Thappad’, (a Hindi term which means Slap in English), a
delicate movie that flaunted multiple screens. It sure is an ef)iphany to millions and quite a relatable
one too. It speaks about how the female protagonist Amrita, lovingly acknowledged as Ammu amidst
her kith and kin, decides to call off her married life that she chose to invest her whole life in. Beautifully
scripted by Mrunmayee Lagoo and carefully guided by Anubhav Sinha, the movie, according to the
critics, was a silent slap on our society’s age-old belief that in a marriage everything is allowed,
inclusive of physical and emotional abuse of the weaker spouse. The movie questions our praxis of
objectifying women despite claiming to be progressive. A slap is an obvious form of physical abuse
irrespective of the fact whether it was once or more, or even from an impulsive moment or else. At
some point in life all of us do take our loved ones, specially when it comes to our spouses, for granted,
thanks to our convenience forgetting...!

Watching this movie, my mind wandered into the pages that I had read and re-read from the
Constitution and associated Statutes wherein we uphold women and children and loathe
mistreatment of the like. Articles 15 (3), Articles 51 (A)(e), IPC S. 498-A, The Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act, The Hindu Marriage Act. Wow! there was an adrenaline rush that
was pumped with all these provisions and more. In the movie Ammu approached a lady lawyer
who despite being well-established clammed up to her husband’s taunts and whims. Ammu goes on
to be an inspiration to the women around her and one can see how it impacts the lives of her maid,
the lawyer, her mom, her mother-in-law and her brother’s fiancée too. The men too learned a lesson
that their women are not to be taken for granted rather to be acknowledged. Looking at it from the
lawyer’s perspective a sudden impulse was to think of the applicability o?all that was taught by our
mentors.

For a moment though my paradoxical thoughts sprinted, when many of us spoke high of the
movie, the scepticism yet lingers. At the slightest trig%ler of a slap or an offensive word, if each one of
us were to respond with a divorce then there would have been no more traditional beliefs of family.
Family would be a long-lost value and trust issues would jeer at every new born. The drastic impacts
of familial predicaments have paved ways to live-in relationships as a trial and error method in our
society and even infidelity in relationships. Marriage is a promise more than a contract as
demonstrated by law. Even the earlier law softly trod on the issues concerning family matters lest
there must be an uthurn of innumerable divorce petitions at the family courts until recently where

even the cooling off period of six months to one year was negated by our Courts.

Though a wonderful movie with a message to the society one must always remember that a
movie is the creation of a mind that traverses the different realms of both the real world as well as
that of the imaginary. It speaks of what ought to be than what is to be. Marriages are much more
than what is put on to a piece of paper it is the emotional investment and the distances travelled
to%ether and the families involved. In the end it is not to justify physical and emotional abuse but
diligence would be the best key when choice is between marriage and divorce.

]
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Someone like you!!!

Every person leaves behind some unforgettable moments for loved
ones. well he left too many. If ever all attributes were in one person, that’d
be him. Jeez! What was he not good at! He pinned hopes to others, he gave
us high hopes even on his death bed, like always he did. Aghast of his
grievance, could have felt more lost. I strongly believe that even though we
parted our ways sometime before, we still found time to look up for each
other and never failed to overlook each other. That was the case with him,
he never failed to observe, he always had an idea about everything, probably
every person he met with. Only the people around him knew the aura he
possessed, a distinct disposition only a few are gifted with. Needless to say,
more or less, he had it privileged. And as the time starts to go by, the
establishment of * Before and After” Aditya will have a more dominant
significance. Days and months have gone by, years will go by, but what he
did within us will be the most projected. He stood within and in front,
representing the class in every matters affecting the class as a whole. Not
many did the same, a standout nature. The ingenuity used by him, had him
going always one way or the other. In fact, he was never left unaccompanied,
he always had friends to hold his back, he was not friends with everyone
“but everyone ware friends with him. With fair amount of tantrums, living
moments, surreal affection, and a mountain of gratitude, I strongly believe
he is the only friend, maybe the only person I ever thought of having an
undying friendship with. I hope our friendship never ceases to die with us.
Treasures are buried too, is it not!




MAHIMA MANQOJ
10TH SEM BALLB

Its been days since the common wastebin of our apartment is filled and not taken away. The
wrath of mother nature is taking its toll on our lives as we try to be careful not to step on a smelly fish
head on our way. The dreadful storm brings with it a landslide of plastic,the toxic we invented for
our convienence. Kids of tommorrow would have a tough time at school learning the never ending
names of diseases introduced every monsoon .If the deterioration is to continue , it would be hard to
identify the fellow beings among the masked faces.

I opened the window to our backyard and my baby girl looked out, all she could see was
concrete everywhere.Even the last root of grass was locked with multicolored interlocks.She found
happiness in the slightest ray of sun that fell on her face. It melted my heart.The thought that my
child is deprived of all the wonders of nature that I grew up with striked me so hard. We are living
in a small apartment barely 600sq.feet and is surrounded by four buildings of the same height blocking
the free circulation of air. Its not a big deal for our neighbours as they barely spend time here. They
were quite busy in their professions so this is just a place to relax during the breaks.Being a house
wife it wasnt so easy for me. It is said that the best part of life is childhood, , when the creations fills
the tiny heart with imagination and nature sings the lullaby.But thats not the case for Niah,my baby
girl.She was born into this place similar to a train bogey but even in a train journey the sight through
the window gives us hope while there wasnt anything green here except the board that said “Please
donot litter”.

She often asked me about anim als that she learned about at preschool. All I could do was to
show the videos on youtube of birds chirping and cow feeding its calf. She found joy in playing with
the hen made of cement in the neighborhood and I had to dub its voice (thanks to my mimicry skills).
It took me back to my childhood days. I was the youngest child in the family. Being the naughy one,
each day was like a celebration. We ran around playing hide and seek and screaming “crocodile
crocodile “. My grandma took me to nearby houses where we used to feed the goat of Beena aunty
and play with the puppy of Sreekutty.We bought milk from Vishwabharan maman’s house and I
still remember watching in awe the love between the cow and its youngones as Granny told me the
story of how Lord Krishna stole the milk from the calf. We barely had foods that came in containers,
the snacks we had was the unniappams and unnimangas as it was the best for unnis like us.

The ultsavams filled our minds with excitement in contrast with the programmes on Star
ultsav that now engages me. I had a bestfriend named ‘Paru’ , we were of the same age. We would
play a lot of games and it never bored us.I came to the city for my studies and later came to know
that Paru ran away with a boy when she was just 18.The changeover I had was quite difficult as life
got more mechanic. Then everything happened in a blink of an eye and here I am, mother of a 4 year
old. Last time I visited Paru, her daughter was 8 years old and living a life similar to what we had.
She was covered in sweat when I saw her. There was glitter in her face that hinted a victory in that
day’s game. It made me gloomy. My Niah would never get to know what it felt to have that adrenaline
rush from playing around. I tried to make some contact with the neighbours hoping to find friends
for Niah. But my mother in law warned me about the missing cases of kids that flashed on news, so
I stopped my search. I told her stories of the experiences I went through, but she always gave that
disinterested look.

When I fed her the nutrient rich food that contributed my healthy skin and hair,it made her
grumpy and was always in a mood for chocobars and cupcakes. It saddens me that my child is
never going to grow up like me. The saddest part is that even oxygen supply is limited for her as the
world is constantly in threat of pandemics.The only prayer I have is Niah to have an unmasked soul
not devoid of kindness and I will continue in my struggle to shape her.Now let me close the window
or else the smoke would fill the mind.

]
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I saw you as my guardian angel, someone
I could trust with my own life,but never
did I imagine in my wildest dreams that
your footsteps would turn out to be my
most feared nightmare.

oF I still remember how I'd wriggle in my bed
AJEESHA ARIF hoping you would realise I'm awake and
8THSEMBALLB silently praying to God with tears in my
eyes wishing you’d just leave me alone. The
worst thing after all this is how you’d
pretended like nothing ever happened and
how you put on a charade of this innocent
person,which you never were.

For years I was ashamed of myself not even
realizing the enormity of the act of brutality
that happened to me.You broke the twelve
year old happy soul in me in ways you
could never even imagine, cause trust me
its not you that I loathed with all that’s left
in me, but myself for years. I tried to find
reasons to justify what you did, but I failed
everytime.Theres nothing you can ever do
or say that will vindicate your actions, not
that you tried, but...

I never confronted you, not because I was
fine with whatever that happened, but
because I was scared if, the consequences,
cause honestly I was scared that if anyone
knew, they’d blame it on me and that
everyone would hate me. For 10 years I
struggled with my emotions trying to forget
and forgive, to get closure and move on.
They say everything happens for a reason,
but whatever the reason, this is heinous.

After years of self loathing and being
miserable, I have finally decided to let go

Now when I look back at my life, you are
just a bad chapter that I will remember with
an aching in my heart and a slight smile
on my I have shed every possible tear over
this.But today when I look at myself in the
mirror, I see strength and pride in myself
even with the permanent scar that you left
in my heart. Even today I can never find
myself to hate you cause hey, after all we
have the same blood running through our
veins. And maybe that’s why I felt a tinge
of pleasure when you wriggled under my
axe.
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“If you have a heartbeat, there’s still time for your dreams.”




I dream

I dream I dream
With my eyes open
I dream i dream
Day and night

When I'look up at the
Sky I see the stars
Among me,

Whenilook down upon

The earth I see the
Flowers within me

[ dream I dream
With my eyes open
I dream I dream
Day and night

WhenI open my eyes

I See the world with me
WhenI close my eyes

I see the world within me.

I dream I dream
With my eyes open
I dream I dream
Day and night

And yes my life was

Full of dreams

Dreams happening, dreams
reconnecting, and dreams
redirecting...

I dream I dream
With my eyes open
I dream I dream
Day and night
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The worst form of injustice
is pretended justice
-Plato



HAIRA
8TH SEM BALLB

Law and justice are two terms that often go hand-in-hand. These words
often cause perplexity for a throng who believe that these words are the
same or refer to one. However, this is not accurate. Law is substantially
a set of rules that define what is right and what is wrong, while justice
also takes into consideration the circumstances that milieu the right or
wrong at that time. While law is a system, justice is a concept that is the
basis of this particular system.

Laws are actually a set of rules and guidelines that are set up by the
social institutions like government to govern the people and also to main-
tain law and order with a view that it must be obeyed by all. Laws set
out standards, procedures and principles that must be followed.

Justice is a concept that is based on equality, righteousness, ethics, mo-
rality, etc. This concept states that all individuals must be treated equal
and the same. The extended judicial interpretation also adds that no
one is above the law. The term justice forms a huge part of law and
almost all aspects of law are based on this concept. We all are conver-
sant that the preamble of our constitution also secures to all its citizens:
Justice, social, economic and political; it indeed marks its importance in
our Judicial proceedings and precedents.

Sir John Salmond defined law as “a body of principles recognized and
applied by the state in the administration of justice.” Many a folk would
be cognizant about the Hart v. Fuller debate in 1958 published in the
Harward Law Review on morality and law. The Natural Law theorists
Professor Lon Fuller claim that a law can only be valid if it conforms to
a higher moral basis whilst Positivists such as HLA Hart believe that a
law made properly is always valid and must be obeyed irrespective of
content. This is the essence and distance as well as the pre-eminence
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between 'Law ought to have a morality aspect' enunciated by Fuller and “Law is the
command of the sovereign” posited by the legal positivist Austin advocated by Hart.

In an attempt to define Law we can coin many terms in abstract such as rights, liabili-
ties, duties, immunities, privileges, etc. But in reality Law is social glue since it binds us
together and helps a society to avoid conflicts and preserve one's life and also adds an
attribute of a peaceful life by maintaining law and order. In popular persuasion the
definition propounded by the Jurist Roscoe Pound is valedictory defining - “Law as an
instrument of social engineering...”The eight desiderata to determine legal excellence
subsumes Generality, Promulgation, Non- Retroactivity, Clarity, Non Contradiction,
Possibility of Compliance, Constancy and Congruence between declared rule and offi-
cial action which is the quintessential for an ideal Law.

Justice is a concept defined simply as fairness and equality of treatment without any
discrimination. Although relatively simple the denotation of justice is extremely subjec-
tive as for instance what is justice to one person can be seen as total injustice by another
but law does not change. The epitome for the stated perception is the existence of both
concurring and dissenting views in a single judgement. Moreover, many a time the dis-
senting view would be more popular, referred by legal experts recurrently and even
adopted by the Courts when the same is preferred for appeal or review. This is the soul
and substance of justice as it is intuitive.

The celebrated figure of the lady justice predominant in almost all courts also known as
the justita lustitia after Latin equivalent to the Goddess of Themis and Dike in Greek is
an allegorical personification of the moral force in the judicial systems. Her attributes
are a blindfold, a balance, a sword and finally, the snake that Justice crushes underfoot.
The scales or the balance represents the weighing of evidence, the blindfold represents
impartiality, the ideal that justice should be applied without regard to wealth, power, or
other status, the sword represents authority in ancient times and conveys the idea that
justice can be swift and final and the snake being a general symbol of evil conveys that
justice triumphs over injustice, corruption, bias and intimidation.

The version on the supremacy between Justice and Law can be extended with a short
story that provides food for thought to the motif. The story "All About a Dog' was origi-
nally published in an essay collection titled Leaves in the Wind by the British journalist
A.G. Gardiner.

"All About a Dog" is a story about a woman who boards one bus with a small dog in her
lap. The conductor in the bus fights with her about the rule of "no dogs allowed" until
finally she agrees to walk up to the second level of the bus in the cold air. But when the
bus stops, the woman walks back down into the warmth of the bus and the fight re-
sumes. At the end of the story, we learn that it is a fable designed to teach us about rules;
as the spirit of the law was not to disturb the fellow passengers by allowing pets but the
conductor made a mess in the bus disturbing the fellow passengers to abide by the rule
and not by the spirit of the rule; thus breaking the essence of the law. As the narrator
says at the end of the story, "Some are hard and fast rules, like the rule of the road,
which cannot be broken without danger to life and limb. But some are only rules for
your guidance, which you can apply or wink at, as common sense dictates like that rule
about the dogs." Gardiner delivers the message that when a rule is not in place for the
sake of ensuring safety, it can be bent or broken in consideration of another person's
thoughts or feelings. Thus Law is not the ulterior objective but it is indeed the Justice and
for the triumph of Justice, Law can be twisted and even broken.
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Words of wisdom
fromthe Lega Mastermind-
Hon'ble Justice Kurian Joseph

Hon’ble Justice (Rtd) Kurian Joseph began his career in 1979. In 2000, he was appointed as
a judge of the Kerala High Court and was elevated as Chief Justice of the Himachal Pradesh
High Court in February 2010. On 8 March 2013, he became a judge of the Supreme Court
of India and retired on 29 November 2018.

Prior holding judicial office in 1987, he served as Government Pleader and as Additional
Advocate General from 1994 to 1996. He was designated as Senior Advocate in 1996.

He was a member of the Academic Council, Kerala University from 1977 to 1978; General
Secretary of Kerala University Union in 1978; Senate Member of Cochin University from
1983 to 1985; member of the Board of Studies, Indian Legal Thought of Mahatma Gandhi
University in 1996.

He was the President, Kerala Judicial Academy from 2006 to 2008; Chairman of Kerala
High Court Legal Services Committee from 2006 to 2009; Chairman of Lakshadweep Legal
Services Authority in 2008; Chairman of the Indian Law Institute Kerala Branch; Chairman
of Indian Law Reports (Kerala Series) and Executive Member of National University of
Advanced Legal Studies.

In an online interview to MGCL Magazine Committe, Justice (Rtd) Kurian Joseph (JKJ)
reiterated that people have high expectations of the judiciary and that it should play a pro-
active role to meet their aspirations.

Q. Sir, how do you find so much time to involve yourself in various activities?

A. If you have the inclination, you have the time. You do not go to a lawyer who has no work. You
only go to a busy lawyer. On one hand, busy lawyer alone will have work and experience. On the
other hand, God who has given us time knows what things are expected from us. He will not
overload us but only loads that we can bear. As a lawyer, I was very deeply involved in social
service, various church activities and even sometimes in political movements. Yet, I did not suffer
anything professionally. Rather, profession went on very well with all these activities. At a young
age of 44, I was designated as a senior advocate. All these activities continued till I became judge in
2000 and I withdrew as protocol and convention. In fact, when I became a Judge, I was still member
of the Pontifical Council of Laity and the term expired later.

If you have the commitment you will find time to honour the commitment. For me by nature, it is
exceedingly difficult to say ‘No” when people come for any assistance. They come to me because
they have some expectation from me. I used to tell my family that there this only one ‘Kurian” and
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they come for Kurian. Though it is difficult, I try to honour their request as far as possible. At the
end of the day, I had the deep satisfaction beyond telling and I have cooperated with the Grace to
the maximum. That is why I find time.

Q. How do you manage your philanthropic activities?

A. I carry on with activities such as Distress Management Collective India, webinars, and other
professional activities. Yes, it needs more than hard work and sacrifice of many things. But there is
great joy in getting engaged in all these activities. After all there is only one life. These are the only
opportunities to serve. I am greatly moved by a book-mark which I read decades back. This book-
mark reads like this, “I shall pass through this world but once. Any good therefore that I can do or
any kindness that I can show to any human being, let me do it now. Let me not defer or neglect it,
for I shall not pass this way again” (Stephen Grellet). Therefore, I make the best out of it.

Q. What is the reason behind your present engagement in Arbitration & Conciliation?

A. Under Article 124 (7) of the Constitution of India, “No person who has held office as a Judge of
the Supreme Court shall plead or act in any court or before any authority within the territory of India”.
Once you held this office you cannot practice anywhere in India. But you are permitted to be an
arbitrator or a mediator or a conciliator. That is one reason why I do my arbitrations, mediations,
and conciliations. I had already announced that I would not take up any government assignments.
Generally, the post retirement job is seen as a charity of the Government. Having held such a high
office, I thought I should not be seen to be going after the government for a charity. But there are
some offices which are to be manned by the retired Supreme Court Judges. For which my feeling is
that the government should seek you and not you should be going after. The perception of the
people now, is that it is offered as a charity by the government and you are at the mercy of the
Government. True, it is the mercy of the Government because you can be removed at any time.
Whereas the Judge of the Supreme Court or High Court is removed only by a process of impeachment.
That is a reason, I decided not to go for any post retirement job. But I will do my professional service
and I derive a lot of professional satisfaction in Arbitration, Mediation and Conciliations. You will
get a real joy when you are able to be a good mediator, good arbitrator or a conciliator. There is a lot
of satisfaction in finding solutions outside courts. Because inside the court you are not in a position
to speak directly to the parties so freely as do. Of course, we speak to them but not as freely when
you are outside court. I have a passion in mediation, arbitration and conciliation. I get a lot of
professional satisfaction as well apart from the monetary reward.

Q. What makes you wake up every morning thinking of helping others and what keeps you going?

A. Every day is a gift of God. So, the best way to please God is to please his dear ones. We believe in
the philosophy, ‘Manava Seva is Madhava Seva’ and ‘Loka Samastha Sukino Bhavanthu’. How
have I been of use to people this day and that is the one thought that comes to me and how I should
be of use to God’s people in God’s Service and how best I can make myself useful to God by being at
the service of the people. God has given me a particular skill, capacity or talent and I should make
best use of it. Make best use of that talent God has given. As far as my morning reflection concerned,
I have been thinking to give positive thoughts to people particularly during this pandemic time
people are going through a lot of depressions. So, to help them not to give up and take life forward
and tell them that every bent is not an end. I thought I can confidently do it which I have seen in my
life also. I thought of sharing those thoughts and experiences to help people to be positive in life.
This is something called paying back. I have taken so much from society. So this is the time for me
to pay back to society. That is what I am doing every morning. My everyday participation in the
sacramental life of Jesus helps me to do like this.

Q. Sir, you are known for your compassion, in fact, it is a synonym attributed to your personality.
Could you please describe what makes you so kind and compassionate?

A. What is the actual meaning of compassion? It is love with understanding. Once you love with

your understanding then it must lead to a responsibility. So, I, in my own life, have tried to emulate

the simple principle of love which Jesus has taught me through Saint Paul? Love has so many

attributes. You must know whom you love; what you love, and then you must take up the

responsibility of the person you love, to bring the person up, to liberate him, to raise him up to the
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mainstream. So, if you are truly human, if you are a true citizen; then you must believe in this
Constitutional ideology of fraternity. The Preamble itself after having said the principles of justice,
liberty and equality; it says to promote fraternity assuring the dignity of the individual. When I say
India is my country, all Indians are my brothers and sisters; then I must have this feeling that there
are also the least, the last and the lost. They are my brothers and sisters as well. This is what Jesus
has taught me and this is what the country has also taught me. I take it from the Holy Gospel that
has been handed over by Jesus and this is the good news that my country stands for. It is here that
I have learnt the mandate of my faith and the mandate of my country in the constitution of India to
be compassionate because I believe in the dignity of all human beings, all citizens because they are
all your brothers and sisters. That is the value of fraternity.

Q. What made you stand with the victims of Shaheen Bagh and requesting the lawyers to support
them for their legal battle for compensation and rehabilitation?

A. In this query, you speak about Shaheen Bagh victims, again I refer to the constitutional mandate.
Article 51A(e) deals with a fundament duty of every citizen: “to promote harmony and the spirit of
common brotherhood amongst all people of India transcending religious, linguistic, and regional
and all sectional diversities and to renounce practices derogatory to dignity of women’. So, it is my
fundamental duty as a citizen of India and it is my fundamental call as a Christian to see everybody
beyond the colour of religion, community, caste and creed because I believe all are the children of
God. So, when I saw my brothers and sisters suffering there certainly, it was my call within my call
to go to them forgetting all my conventional restrictions. I thought there is nothing like conventional
restrictions or protocol when somebody is suffering or in distress or suffering unjustly. So, I thought
I should give them moral support; I should stand by them; and I should do whatever is possible.
That is how we started mobilizing people and relief activities. I found there a question of justice in
that area. The Legal Services Authority Act itself mandates that the victims of riots are entitled for
legal assistance and it is not a charity from anyone. It is their constitutional and statutory right to
have a quality legal assistance. Therefore, I mobilized young lawyers to support the groups and
connect them to the groups; so that one lawyer is connected to two or three families; so that the
follow up is easier. This is what I thought, I must do for these people and have been doing that.

Q. You have inspired the young and old in the Judiciary as well as in the legal fraternity with
your ever-charming approach and your unimaginable capacity of multitasking especially with
your charities during Lockdown period for the poor and the needy. What is the driving force
behind this?

A. If God has given the potential in terms of time, money, energy, position, whatever it be; what is
the purpose of all these. The purpose is to utilize them as and when required for the betterment of
the society. Unless you stand up and get yourself involved in building up of the nation, you cannot
say that you are building up of the kingdom of God. You cannot ignore the building up of nation.
What is nation, it is the ‘we the people of India’ - the poor people. The butcher, baker and the
candle stick maker, the migrant worker, the riot victim, the scheduled caste, scheduled tribe, Asha
worker, sewage worker and all these represent the people of India. It is to stand up and be with
them. I have lost nothing in involving myself for the welfare of these people, rather, I really found
joy in it. I derived great satisfaction in standing up with them, taking up of their cause and doing
whatever is possible. I thought I must do something for them because this is my duty to pay back,
after having received so much from society. Not something but best of everything possible in my
reach and it is my duty to pay back now. So far, up to 65 years, I have taken from society and from
66™ year onwards, I should pay back. This is what I am enjoying now involving myself in whatever
possible, and wherever needed. This has been my way of looking at it. Ireally find that this as my
spiritual call.

Q. What is your advice to all other people out there, who have the opportunity to help Indians
and people world over and have not done so?

A. “Vasudeva kutubakam’, ‘Loka Samastha sukhino Bhavathu’, these are actually the essential
principles of all religions. The real followers of any religion are God-fearing persons. The actual
meaning of God-fearing is respecting the dignity of God’s Children who are otherwise not in a
position to enjoy their inherent dignity. Therefore, my advice to all the people is to think of your
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own brothers and sisters. You cannot enjoy your meal, sleep, position; if
you notice that the people still crying for justice, equality, essentials. Do
your best to see that they are dignified citizens of this country and they
are my own brothers and sisters.

Q. When Courts fail to exercise their constitutional duties; one may wonder
what the Courts are meant for. What is your opinion on this?

A. When there is a perception that courts are pro-executive, and they
disbelieve the lived reality of the people; then they fail to exercise their
constitutional duties. Administration of the justice is the role of the court.
They administer justice by a process of judicial review of administrative
action. Court is seen as the guardian of the constitution. What is the role
of a guardian? The Guardian is to protect the wards and take care of the
interest of the ward. When the constitutional institutions like the
government or government bodies do not exercise their constitutional
functions; it is executive inaction. So, when the government or executive
fails to perform their constitutional duty of a proper administration; as a
guardian, it is the duty of the court to exercise their power of judicial
review and set things right. This is what is called judicial review. As our
is a country built on the principle of rule of law; nobody is above law,
and everybody is bound by law. The court has a duty to see that the
institutions function in accordance with law including the courts.
Therefore, the courts have the duty to see that it functions in accordance
with the law. The legal duty is discharged only when the executive action
is judicially reviewed and put it into the correct constitutional perspective
especially when there is failure on the part of the executive, to compel
the executive to perform its duty in accordance with the constitution and
the laws made thereunder.

Q. Could you share with us one of your fulfilling experiences during
your tenure?

A. Every judgment I wrote, was a fulfilling experience for me because I
could see the face of human being crying for justice. So, the most fulfilling
experience as a judge for me when I rendered justice through a correct
judgment. Where people could touch justice. I have seen several people
after hearing the judgment literally crying in court. The tears of joy literally
rolling from their eyes. Those were my experiences on many occasions. I
had also fulfilling experiences when people could touch justice by getting
them settled their disputes in court and by the court. It meant the judge
acts as a mediator cum conciliator, makes them to realize the futility of
unwanted litigation whereby they wasted time, money and energy. They
were helped to realize their actual position and helped to reach a proper
and amicable settlement. Several such instances are settled in my court,
not only in matrimonial matters (of course it was major section), but also
in the the corporate disputes, property disputes and even patent disputes.
These were my wonderful and fulfilling experiences in office as a judge.
In a case I settled all the connected matters altogether 65 of them between
the parties. All those cases were settled in one court.

Q. How did you combine justice and compassion?

A. Justice itself takes in it, the compassion. My view is that compassion
is not a charity of a judge. It is the constitutional obligation of the court.
Court should be seen as a judge manning the court. So, it is not a personal
trait of a judge to become compassionate, but it is his/her constitutional
obligation. What is justice without compassion? and compassion without
justice? Both are wrong. Justice should be tempered with compassion.
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The compassion should not be misplaced, and it should be in case where there is justice. This is a
very important guideline for a judge. Simply showing compassion and ignoring law and justice is
wrong. At the same time simply rendering justice very technically or hyper technically without any
compassion is also wrong. The constitution really requires you as a judge to render justice with
constitutional compassion.

Q. What message do you have for the young lawyers?

A. To the young lawyers, I would request them primarily to be honest. Second to be hard working,
third to develop good command over English language, fourth to be bold and courageous. These
qualities will certainly make a young lawyer a very sought-after lawyer. I always engage young
lawyers and tell them preparation should be such that there should be nothing left after arguing a
case. One’s conscience must not prick saying that one could have prepared better. Your honesty
plays a particularly important role in shaping a good lawyer. The trust that the court should have
upon the lawyer. At the same time, it is very important that the lawyer should earn the trust from
the court. Along with honesty, hard work, courage and command over language lawyers must
have social commitment. All lawyers, particularly young, should have a concern for the larger
society and not simply their case alone. Now-a-days, the unfortunate-painful trend is seen that no
lawyers is bothered about what is happening around, whether something is going wrong in the
court, something is going wrong in the Bar, something is going wrong with their colleague. They do
not bother beyond their preoccupations such as their case and their profession and their income.
This attitude must change. Under the Bar Council of India regulation, a lawyer is defined as a
gentleman. This is the only profession where somebody is defined statutorily as a gentleman. So, he
should also exhibit a gentlemanly quality and one of the especially important of them is your
commitment towards the larger society and its welfare. Your social concern is important. Your
rectitude means what is ordinarily permissible for a layman will not be permissible for a lawman
because the lawman knows law. Since he knows law he should go on the way of law. The knowledge
should guide through the path of law. The lawyers are expected to demonstrate a higher level of
legal compliances in society in their personal life as well.

Q. How activists and voluntary organizations reach out to the people in need?

A. Who are the people in need? They are those who have nothing in society, who have nobody in
the society and who have nothing in their hands. Thus, we can call them the least, the last and the
lost. We can call them the marginalized, the oppressed, people in the lower strata. Whatever name
we may call them, they have no access to justice, they do not have equal opportunity to be in the
main stream of society, and they are the people who are in need to be attended to. All the activists
and the voluntary organizations should concentrate on them because they have no one else to care
for. Many focus on publicity, politically motivated or money-oriented issues Only the activists and
the voluntary organizations including the NGOs can see to the larger interest of society and reach
out to them for help. The genuine activists or voluntary organization should be interested in public
interest, the interest of the people who cannot otherwise come to the court or where the interest
general public like environment, issues of the marginalized, labour class, women, SCs and STs and
all those people who generally seem to be not getting equal access to justice. They should take care
of such people and environment where others will not be interested.

Q. What worries you?

A. T am worried the way the Bar has opted to be silent. I do not think anything in the country can
silence the Bar. But they are opting to be silent. The type of dreadful silence is worrying the country.
There has been no situation like this, not even in the emergency. During the emergency also many
lawyers did their best. But when we see things blatantly going wrong in the very same institution
even then the lawyers are not in a position to speak in one voice and many renowned lawyers
whose voice is valued by the nation opted to be silent. This is a terrible threat to the integrity of the
institution. Integrity of the institution does not simply mean concerning some judges only, but the
lawyers are actually the watchdogs of the integrity of the institution namely the court. They are not
performing this role now. This is what worries me, and I say the silence of lawmen is more dangerous
than the violence of the laymen.

]
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One India,
One Agriculture

India is and has been an Agrarian
economy. Majority population is engaged in
agricultural activities. They earn their hard
earned bread and butter through farming and it
can be regarded as the only source of
income. After India gained Independence in 1947,
farmers used to sell their products directly to the
consumers. But due to prevailing system of
Zamidars or money lenders, farmers were
trapped in perpetual debt. So to help the farmers
and end this system government of India
introduced APMC (Agriculture Produce Market
Committee) Act. It was introduced in 1960’s at
the very same time when green revolution started
in India. APMCs set up Mandis or Markets across
India where farmer’s produce was sold. Now, the
process of selling the produce is that after
harvesting crops are brought to the Mandis or
Markets where they sell the produce through
auctioning or price discovery. The farmers are
selling the crops not to the government but the
commission agents or Arhatiyas. Commission
agents are people between the farmer and the
retailer or big traders. These Commission agents
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will take forward the farmers produce to the
traders for selling the product and there they will
negotiate and will discover the price and this
process is not transparent. The Transaction agent
comes to the farmer and inform him at what price
his product was sold. The transaction agent
charges atleast 3% market fees on the price which
farmer is going to get and this fee is paid by the
farmers and now finally the product is up to
trader and from him it goes to wholesale dealer
and then to retailers and then to many vendors
From them it reaches the consumers. By this time
the consumer receives the product there is 50%
difference of the actual cost of the product and
at least 25%of the total produce gets wasted.

We can see two major flaws in this system:

APMC market is totally controlled by state
government, it’s often criticized that these traders
are only those people who have any political
connections and having close connection with
state government.There are many middle man
between farmer and the consumer.Hence the
consumers gets the final produce at a very
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inflated price and the farmer has to sell the price at a very low price.

The object of APMC Act was to protect the farmers from the exploitation of middle men,
money lenders but in changing times this act became the reason for exploitation of farmers. The
traders form a group and they won’t buy the products from particular Mandi and as most of the
produce by the farmers are of perishable nature and if they don’t sell the product within limited time
the value of the product will go down day by day .The traders take advantage of this situation and
they form a group and don’t purchase the product at Minimum Support Price (MSP). Thereby farmers
have to sell there produce at lower prices. To increase the MSP lot of protest happened .This APMC
act has become a reason for monopoly and exploitation and it has become counterproductive .This
the reason why there is a need to rectify APMC act since long time.

In 1991 when the policy of Liberalisation, Privatization and Globalization were introduced
and then reduced its control from the maximum Indian Industry for creating free market and economy,
just like that the government should reduce their control in agriculture and farming industry. For
this there need to be regulatory and controlled mechanism to make sure that farmers are not exploited
and it should be one that suits the need of 21st century.

The MS Swami Nathan Commission, constituted in 2004, had submitted five reports, with
recommendations on alleviating distress of farmers and provided a framework for a sustainable and
profitable agricultural system.The fifth and the final report discussed numerous issues including
land reforms, irrigation reforms, production growth, food security, credit and insurance facilities
and prevention of farmers’ suicides .Government has introduced many reforms and legislations to
help the farmers especially those who come under the ambit of marginalized farmers.In September
2020, President Ram Nath Kovind gave his assent to the three “Agriculture Bills” that were earlier
passed by the Indian Parliament. These Farm Acts are as follows:

1. Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020

2. Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services
Act, 2020

3. Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020
The Farmers’ Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Act, 2020
The objectives of the act are

* Creation of an ecosystem where the farmers and traders enjoy the freedom of choice relating
to the sale and purchase of farmers” produce which facilitates the remunerative process through
competitive alternative trading channels.

* To promote efficient, transparent and barrier-free inter-State and intra-State trade and
commerce of farmers’ produce outside the physical premises of markets or deemed markets notified
under various State agricultural produce market legislations

* To provide a facilitative framework for electronic trading and for matters connected.
Key Highlights are:

* Freedom to conduct trade and commerce in a trade area: Any farmer or trader or electronic
trading and transaction platform shall have the freedom to carry on the inter-State or intra-State
trade and commerce in farmers’ produce in a trade area.

* Trade and commerce of scheduled farmers’ produce: Any trader may engage in the inter-State
trade or intra-State trade of scheduled farmers’ produce with a farmer or another trader in a trade
area.Trader who transacts with farmers shall make payment for the traded scheduled farmers’
produce on the same day or within the maximum three working days.
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* Market fee under State APMC Act, in the trade area: No market fee or cess or levy under any
State APMC Act or any other State Law shall be levied for trade and commerce in scheduled farmers’
produce in a trade area.

* Price Information and Market Intelligence System: The Central Government may develop a
Price Information and Market Intelligence System for farmers’ produce and framework to disseminate
information relating to the stated.

* Dispute Resolution Mechanism for Farmers: In the incident of any dispute arising between the
farmer and trader with respect to a transaction, parties may seek a mutually acceptable solution
through conciliation by filing an application to the Sub-Divisional Magistrate, who will further refer
the dispute to a Conciliation Board.

* Suspension or cancellation of the right to operate in electronic trading and transaction platform:
The Agriculture Marketing Adviser, Directorate of Marketing and Inspection, Government of India
or an officer of the State Government may on its own motion or on a petition or reference from any
Government Agency take cognizance of any breach of the procedures, norms, manner of registration
and code of conduct or any breach of the guidelines for fair trade practices by the electronic trading
and transaction platform.

* Appeal against cancellation of right to operate: An appeal can be made under this Section on
being aggrieved by an Order

Thus the Law allows barrier free intra and interstate trade of farm produce and previously, the
farm produce was sold at notified wholesale markets or mandi’s run by agricultural produce market
committee (APMC). Now the farmers are having the option to eliminate the middlemen to whom
farmers used to sell their produce. They can eliminate and can sell directly to the international
buyers at price to be agreed between them. Thus there is complete choice of sale and purchase of the
produce.

Now farmers group are protesting because farmers group are worried that this exposes them
to corporate and who have more bargaining power can sell at higher price and some are having
more resources as compare to small or marginal farmers as it will benefit more to big farmers those
are having lands resources and bargaining power. As 85% of farmers in India own less than two
hectares of land and it will be very difficult for them to negotiate directly with the large scale buyers.

Farmer’s objections:

* The alternate private mandi’s will lead to ultimate closure of existing APMC mandi’s

*

If APMC get closed so farmers will not have any option to sell their produce then they have to
sell it in private mandi’s only.

* No taxes on private mandi’s will be there and as of now 3% taxes are there in APMC for

buying and selling as due to no taxes in private mandi’s ,so private companies will not go through
APMC.

* Removal of geographical restriction are there and small farmer may find it difficult to avail

potentially better prices at markets because of constraints of travel and storage.

* There was no restrictions on farmers to sell elsewhere earlier too

* State government concern regarding this is that if private buyer starts purchasing directly

from the farmers so government will lose out of taxes that are charges at mandi’s and the potential
scrapping of the mandi’s will endanger the jobs of millions of workers who work there.

* The Sub Divisional Magistrate ,who is in charge of the dispute resolution is already having

hectic administrative responsibilities .
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The working of the MSP system has been
such over the years that it benefits only a handful
of farmers at all-India level. The Shanta Kumar
committee set up by the Narendra Modi
government in 2015 said only six per cent farmer’s
benefit from the MSP regime. Moreover NEETI
AYOG has also reported that 81 % doesn’t know
about MSP.

— il ek

The catch here is that for farmers of some
states such as Punjab and Haryana, the MSP
system has worked well. So, the fear that the MSP
system may crumble and get dismantled after the
new farm laws are implement has become a very
emotive issue for the farmers of Punjab and
Haryana. And, that is why they are the ones who
are most vocal in their protest against the farm
laws and demanding that the MSP should be
made mandatory for both APMC and private
mandis.

The MSP system is politically sensitive and
financially unviable for the government. Some
economists have called the MSP system of India
one of the costliest government food procurement
programmes in the world.

Some states are unhappy with the new
farm laws as it denies them the right to collect
fees from outside-mandi trade of farm produces.
The fee varies from 1-2 per cent to about 8-9 per
cent in different states, which argue that they
already have limited sources of revenue collection
and are heavily dependent on the Centre for
meeting their expenditure needs. This explains
why states, particularly those ruled by the

Opposition parties are supporting farmers’
protest over the new farm laws.

The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection)
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Service
Act, 2020 speaks about contract farming

This Act will provide a national
framework for the farming agreements that
protect and empowers farmers to engage with
agri-business firms, processors, wholesalers,
exporters or large retailers for farm services and
sale of future farming produce at a mutually
agreed remunerative price framework in a fair
and transparent manner.

Key Features:

* Agreements will provide for terms of supply,
pricing, standards and other terms;

* Legal compliances for farming services on
Sponsor;

* Rights of a share cropper or a tiller not to be
derogated;

* Term of the agreement: One season/one
production cycle of a livestock up to a maximum
of five years or such other maximum period as
has to be mutually decided between farmer and
Sponsor and set out in the agreement;

Government will prescribe model
agreements;

Mutually agreed quality, grade, standards
to be prescribed, will be assessed at the time of
cultivation and delivery by independent assayers;
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Pricing;:

i. to be set out as a fixed price

ii. where there is a variation, delivery to be taken
at farm gate. Seed production, 2/3rds on account
payment and balance 30 days from delivery. In
case of others, at the time of delivery and issue
receipts slips.

State Acts for regulation of sale purchase
do not apply to Farm Agreements under this Act.
Therefore, Sponsor not bound by MSP and
Farmer not bound by Essential Commodities Act
or control orders. Choice with farmer, whether
to sell at MSP or to Sponsor.

Dispute resolution - Conciliation as per
terms of the agreement consisting of reps of
parties, needs to be fair and balanced. Settlement
to be binding. Disputes to be referred to Sub-
Divisional Magistrate. Where agreement not as
per terms of the Act - no order for recovery of
amount shall be passed against the farmer.
Penalties - non payment of dues by Sponsor -
1.5 times of amount due. For farmers - actual
amount due. Appeals to Collector or Additional
Collector nominated by the Collector.

This Act of contract farming will allow
farmers to enter into the agreement with firms,
exporter or large scale buyer to produce the crops
for a pre agreed price. Now the farmers are
worried for this because they believe that the MSP
(minimum support price) is the price at which
government purchases the crop from farmers
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directly and now MSP will be removed and there
will be no government control on the prices.The
demand of farmers is to link MSP to the contract
prices.

Electricity issues and bad weather,
climate changes are there .In order to overcome
this the corporates will be investing more money
for that by providing the farmers with modern
technology better seeds and other inputs, large
scale production etc. When corporates invest
more their expectations will also be higher .So
the present act tries to bring corporates and
farmers together in equal footing and ,Whether
farmers can bargain with the corporates and ask
for their right, seems impracticable.

The other major flaws regarding this act are,
Jurisdiction of civil courts ousted.

Act to have overriding effect on other
laws.

The Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act
2020

The Objective of this Act is to amend the
Essential Commodities Act, 1955, and empowers
the government in terms of supply, production,
trade, distribution, and commerce of certain
commodities and also seeks to increase the
competition in the agricultural sector and will
help to increase the farmer’s income. It aims to
liberalize the regulatory system while also
protecting the interests of the consumers.
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Key Points

Removes commodities like cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, onion and potatoes from the
list of essential commodities.

Aims to remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatory interference in their business
operations.

Ensures that interests of consumers are safeguarded by regulating agricultural foodstuff in
situations such as war, famine, extraordinary price rise and natural calamity.

The government cannot impose a stock limit i.e. it cannot stop a supermarket chain or a
retailer from hoarding unless there is a 100% (percent) increase in price of perishable goods or 50%
(percent) increase in price of non-perishable goods

However, the installed capacity of a value chain participant and the export demand of an
exporter will remain exempted from such regulation so as to ensure that investments in agriculture
are not discouraged.

These Acts envisage to bring change in some of the key aspects of the farm economy — trade
in agricultural commodities, price assurance, farm services including contracts, and stock limits for
essential commodities. They sought to bring much needed reforms in the agricultural marketing
system such as removing restrictions of private stock holding of agricultural produce or creating
trading areas free of middlemen and take the market to the farmer.

There is a difference between good legislation and good implementation of the Act, many
critics have raised their concerns regarding this Act. The very first concern is that an Act which is
going to be implemented in the whole country has neither been discussed with states which will be
most affected by the Act nor with the experts in this field accusing the government of destroying
cooperative federalism.

Now the question is Whether centre can make such laws?

Since Agriculture being a state subject under the Constitution, any central legislation seeking
to remove barriers to trade and creating a unified national market for farm produce could trigger a
fresh debate on federalism.

The seventh schedule of the Indian constitution has three lists. List I refers to the subjects
under the Centre or the Union, List II refers to the state list and List III refers to the concurrent list
where the states and the Centre are co-sharers of power and responsibility. Entry 14 of the state list
mentions the item relating to agriculture . “ Agriculture, including agricultural education and research,
protection against pest and prevention of plant disease”. If we were to deduce from this that agriculture
is a state subject under the constitution, that would be formally correct. However, some other provisions
of the constitution in the Union list and in the concurrent list have provided legal justifications for
central interventions in the sphere of agriculture. Thereby the power to make laws is with the state
only and not with centre but this strict vision is not of much worth if we analyse Art 248 and
Art.249 National goals and imperatives are invoked to use these Union and concurrent list provisions.
In some cases, the Centre’s intrusions into agriculture have been made even without any constitutional
sanction. The states can be constitutionally deprived of all powers, including in the sphere of
agriculture, under some provisions mentioned in Part XI of the constitution, dealing with “Relations
between the Union and the States. Under Article 248 in Part XI, the Centre has the residuary powers
of legislation relating to any item which is not mentioned in any of the three lists. Under Article 249,
the central parliament has the power of legislation regarding any subject, even in the state list, if the
Centre considers this to be necessary “in the national interest”. Entry 33 in the concurrent list limits
the power of states in agriculture and empowers the Centre by stating that both the state and the
Union government can legislate regarding production, trade, supply and distribution of a range of
foodstuffs and agricultural raw materials.
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The Sarkaria Commission on Centre-state
Relations pointed out that the Centre had used
Entry 33 in the concurrent list to enact the Essential
Commodities Act 1955. This Act had
disproportionately empowered the Centre in the
management of agriculture, and it is the 2020
amendment of this Act which has been brought
in to further increase the powers of the Centre in
the agriculture sector.

Entry 34 in the concurrent list mentions
‘Price Control” again giving scope for the Centre’s
entry into agriculture and invasion into the powers
of the states.

On a quick understanding it seems that the
farmers will be benefitted but to be sure, it is
entirely possible that in many instances, small
farmers will be at the mercy of big buyers and
there is little doubt that most of the benefits of the
value chain will accrue to the big companies. The
market plays contradictory roles—it can be a
channel for small producers to participate in
larger markets, or it could be a mechanism for
large capital to exploit small producers. That is
where the state has a role to play in managing
these contradictions, perhaps by supporting
smallholders to market their produce, or providing
safety nets to mitigate the uncertainties of farming.
The farm reforms are a bold step aimed at creating
amodern, viable agricultural sector.

When a state wants to amend a Central
law made under one of the items in the concurrent
list, it needs the clearance of the Centre. When a
state law contradicts a Central law on the same
subject, the law passed by Parliament prevails.
This is an arrangement envisaged as most
Parliament laws apply to the whole of India and
states amending the Central laws indiscriminately
could lead to inconsistencies in different regions
on the application of the same law. In matters of
trade and commerce, this could especially pose
serious problems. The option available with the
states is to take the Centre to the Supreme Court
invoking the validity of these laws. Protecting
agriculture as a state subject in Indian federalism
would be a key economic, political, social and
cultural battle in the coming years. Article 131 of
the Constitution provides exclusive jurisdiction to
the Supreme Court to adjudicate matters between
the states and the Centre.

At the outset, the farmers’ unions have two major
demands:

all three farm laws must be altogether
scrapped and

that the MS Swaminathan Commission
Report be implemented in both letter and spirit.

Although the objective of One Market was
conceived both by the Commission as well as by
legislation, the latter diverts from the means
suggested by the former to achieve the end.
However, the legislations do not mention any
such special protections as were recommended
by the Swami Nathan commission. Most
crucially, no institutional support mechanisms
have been established to protect small farmers.
The legislations exercise a ‘colourable approach’
to achieve indirectly what it cannot realize in a
direct manner. A farmer-centric single-nation
marketing system is the need of an hour but in
any case, income support and MSP, which is a
source of reliable and steady income, cannot be
downturned. If the farmers are paid more, they
can lead a dignified life and will not have to
struggle for everyday needs.

Itis high time that the MS Swami Nathan
Report becomes the top priority of the govt and
is implemented in both letter and spirit.
Educating the farmers about their rights and new
policies is very important for a proper
implementation of laws. Further they need to
build trust among farmers and the states and
another would be to plug the holes in the current
system instead of trying to dismantle and
introduce a new structure.

Now the matter has been heard by the
Honourable Supreme Court and has suspended
the implementation of the three farm laws until
further notice, and set up a committee comprising
experts to facilitate talks between the central
government and farmer unions in order to resolve
the impasse.. Among the members of the
committee are Bhupinder Singh Mann of Bhartiya
Kisan Union, Anil Ghanwat of Shetkeri
Sangthana, Pramod Kumar Joshi and agriculture
economist Ashok Gulat.

Farming and agriculture are the backbone of our
society. The bountiful harvest of the farmlands
sustains us all which we all realised fully during
this epidemic times.Let’s hope for the best.

|
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Kashmir Valley, also known Switzerland of the East due to its beauty, has
been a topic of controversy since the independence of India mainly due to
political unrest in the State. The unrest is a result of a long history dating back
to the time when India was a part of the British Empire. In an attempt to solve
the disturbance, the Indian government came up with Article 35A and 370
but these provisions have caused mass discontentment among the people of
India who look upon them as a threat to sovereignty of the nation. There is

ASBIN F MOHAMMED Vvery high ambiguity regarding the Constitutional validity of Article 35A as it
4TH SEM B.COM LLB Was formed through a Presidential order and was never presented in front of

the Parliament. Also, the use of “Permanent Residents” goes back to early
20th century when Kashmir was still ruled by the Dogra dynasty. Article 370
in the recent years has been used more as a political tool.

Kashmir owes its origin to a legendary rishi (an ascetic-scholar) Kashyap,
who is credited to have reclaimed from a huge lake that existed where Kashmir
Valley is located presently.The land was first called in ancient literature as
kashyapmar which later became kashmir.Maurya emperor Ashoka had a very
strong relation with Kashmir.He founded the city of Srinagar and Buddhism
to kashmir,which saw a number of ruling dynasties till middle fourteenth
century.Around this time,a Tibetan Buddhist refugee Rinchana,who was later
converted into Islam,established Muslim dynasty in Kashmir to his empire.

The state of Jammu and Kashmir acquired its modern under Ranjith
Singh,who established a Sikh confederation and annexed Kashmir from the
Mughal empire in the early 19th century.The administration of Jammu and
Kashmir was given to a local chieftain from the Dorga community ,who
expanded it by capturing Ladakh and Baltistan from the sikh empire.By this
time ,the East India Company was getting stronger in India.The company had
succesfully challenged the advance of the Sikh empire whose leader Ranjath
Singh was forced to sign a Treaty of Amritsar in 1809,which was conceptualised
in 1846 after the first Anglo-Sikh war.This treaty decided the fate of Jammu
and Kashmir.
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The Brithish trader-rulers “sold”the domination of Jammu and Kashmir to Dogra
king ruled the whole region of Jammu, Kashmir Valley,Gilgit-Baltistan and Ladakh.The
arrangment continued till 1947,when the Brithish divided the Indian subcontinent into
two countries -Indian and Pakistan.Jammu and Kashmir ruler Hari Singh appeared to
chart out his own way without acceding to India or Pakistan.It signed a standstill
contract with Pakistan,which standstill treaty with Pakistan,which breached the
agreement by conquering Jammu and Kashmir in October 1947. India did not intercede
till Hari Singh signed the instrument of Accession with India and desired help from
New Delhi .Hari Singh desired special privilages from his people on the lines of a 1927
law that has denied outsiders the right to own a property in the state.This law restricted
the right to own property in Jammu and Kashmir in line of inheritance only. This had
been brought evidently to keep the Britishers away from the salutary Valley of
Kashmir.The Nehru government agreed to Hari Singh’s condition subject to future
final settlement. The matter was placed before the Constituent Assembly of India, which
was dealing with the task of framing the Constituition of India. After a lot of
contemplation, Article 370 was in the Constituition’s twenty-first part that proclaimed
it to be “Temporary,Transitional and Special Provision”.

Article 370 of the constitution is the current bedrock of the constitutional relationship
between Jammu and Kashmir and the rest of India. With its revocation being an sworned
policy of the Central government, the Jammu & Kashmir high court’s observation that
the provision has acquired a state of permanence may cause some abomination in the
government. However, the high court’s comment should be seen in the limited context
in which it was made. Its remarks that article 370 is beyond amendment or annulment
or abrogation flows from an analysis of the question whether the section had become
incorporative after the state constituent assembly framed its constitution, and the
assembly itself halted to exist. In fact, the question whether its temporary provisions
had acquired permanence was not before the court; nor was the court hearing a
challenge to validity of the article per se. It was dealing with the validity of reservation
in promotions among government employees in Jammu & Kashmir ultimately; it struck
down the provisions for quotas in promotions on the ground that clause 4A of article
16, introduced by the constitution 77th amendment to protect reservations in
promotions, was not applicable to Jammu & Kashmir. This is because presidential order
making law new clause applicable to the state. One of the features of article 370 is that
a constitution amendment becomes applicable to Jammu & Kashmir only after the
president issue an order. Without the protection of the clause, there is no scope for
reservation in promotions, as the Supreme Court had barred such quotas in INDRA
SAWHNEY case.

In its implications for article 370, the high court adjudication has not broken any
new ground. If anything, it is a reiteration of earlier Supreme Court ruling that article
370 continues to be operative. It impliedly rules that the president’s power to issue
orders, as has been done over the years making several laws and provisions of the
constitution applicable to Jammu & Kashmir remains untrammelled. By recapitulating
the core requirement that even provisions affording constitutional protection requires
the use of article 370 and orders issued under its imprimatur, the court has reaffirmed
that importance of the article and showed how abrogating it will weaken the special
provisions. Some may find the observations that article 370 are beyond the repeal or
repudiation debatable. Parliament’s amending power under article 368 remains
available for such measure, but it is far wiser for any dispensation to wait for a resolution
of the dispute with Pakistan over the entirety of Kashmir’s territory before revisiting
the state’s constitutional status. Any premature action on this front may be a needless
misadventure.

Some of the natives feels that Article 370 and Article 35A are against the spirit of
our nation. Hence there is a need to probe into whether the provisions are discriminatory
and aganist the integrity of the nation.

u
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The Tadpole
That Wears
a Helmet

ANUGRA ANNA SHAJU
2> SEM BALLB

We see all sorts of creator accounts on
social media - from accounts with pictures of
mouthwatering food and travel pictures, the
fashionista’s account showing seven different
ways to style a shawl to your favorite celebrity’s
account. But this account captured my heart right
way. With airy and well edited photos, quirky
captions and quality content it is no surprise that
this Instagram creator has a whooping follower
count of more than 350K. But what makes this
account stand out from the others is the creator’s
unique way of reaching out to people and his
commitment to social issues. Meet Valmakry
(‘tadpole” in Malayalam), the anonymous creator
who maintains his anonymity by wearing a
helmet. No one except close friends and family
know who is behind Valmakry. The helmet gives
him anonymity and allows him to lead a normal
personal life while at the same time it helps him
to speak or opine without being judged on his
political, social or other background factors.
Additionally the helmet has helped to grab
people’s attention to what he has to say. But most
importantly the character has been able to
reinforce the need to wear protective gear and
helmets while riding and has in fact influenced
people to start wearing helmet. Now helmets are
even used as a fashion statement and the old
complaints about it being too hot and sweaty

inside or ruining your hair or causing hair fall
has reduced.

The issue of not wearing helmets is a
serious one given that 2385 people were killed in
road accidents in 2018 only because they were
not wearing a helmet. Taking up this serious
matter and adding his own creative twist in social
media to spread awareness makes this creator
worthy of applause. He has also conducted
various road safety awareness sessions and meet
ups. His various campaigns like #whyhelmet (a
Helmet Awareness City Ride), #lamFOOL (I am
Future Of Our Law) and #weeklyten (to promote
other creators) are noteworthy and show his
concern for the society and his followers. The
various travels he has done especially the All
India Ride he embarked on was like the dream
ride we all want to go. Through the many rides
and journeys he went on, he insists his followers
also to follow their dreams and live life to the
fullest. His feed is a treat to the eyes and is an
epitome of positivity and happiness. His fan
following is now eagerly waiting for the comic
series featuring Valmakry himself. The creator
says that he is just a real life representation of
the character in the comic series.

So live life like Valmakry and wear
helmet.
»
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When the troll takes its toll -
The digital era loophole

A Netizen can in short be defined as a user of the internet, especially
a habitual or keen one.

But whether the impact Netizens have in the contemporary
digital era could be encapsulated into such a short explanation, is
debatable Never before in the history of mankind, prior to the
advent of the internet (which simultaneously stimulated the
current information era) has there been an oppurtunity to express
one's opinion and view points in such an easy and affordable
manner... Starting a social media account has become easier than
ever before. It not only provides a platform to express one's opinion,
but also provides an oppurtunity to showcase one's talents and
skills. Reliable statistical data shows that the number of internet
users in India till the year 2019 was approximately 637 million;
which means that 637 million people have acess to unlimited
information and entertainment along with a medium to share and
embrace their opinion, worldviews. However, whether they make
use of it or not this opportunity, remains a question.

Given such a boon as this, are Netizens reaping positive
benefits from it? Unfortunately, data from sources state otherwise.
A new type of virtual harassment, better known as cyber bullying
has emerged into the equation. Cyber bullying is tantamount to
actual bullying. However, the prime difference here is that cyber
bullying happens in front of millions of people as audience. A
recent anecdotal article claims that social media platforms
deliberately promote hate content and hate speeches more
vigorously than any other content because apparently that is what
people are more intrested in. Is this a marketing strategy to exploit
the inherent and infamous cognitive bias of humans viz, the
negativity bias, to their advantage or is this just an innocent
coincidence? We are the best judge of that! “A recent Netflix
original documentary "The Social dilemma" (which in itself is an
epic irony by the way) hurls the conspiracy behind the intentional
exploitation of the negativity bias. This is just the tip of the ice
berg. Can Multinational corporations, the fast life culture and rapid
technological growth solely be blamed for this increasing level of
toxicity and tirades throughout out the internet? Again data begs
to differ. Taking into consideration the peril put forward by the
ongoing covid-19 pandemic situation that threatens our existence
itself, it is this highly adaptive nature of our species that came to
our aid to provide imperative education, to work from home, to
shop groceries online and get our favourite munchies delivered at
our doorstep.
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Online platforms are being used to conduct online classes throughout the world. But
how is that a bad thing? Well... It was not, until a groups of these netizens from
kerala (which is ironically the state with the highest literacy rate in the country)
decided to smear an online parade admiring the superficial loveliness of a teacher
conducting virtual classes via a Television channel. Prima facie, there is no apparent
harm caused by this smear campaign albeit being an anomaly. But, hurl some sexually
offensive remarks into the equation and et voila! We have the perfect recipe for the
modern day rising occurrences of sexual violences which is not only unpalatable but
also inquitious. So much for “Matha Pitha Guru Daivam” that Malayalees ardently
clutch to.

Viral in modern day is tantamount to virus

Virality has become the sacred word for content creators around the world
in different platforms. There is nothing wrong with expecting our content to be
admired and recognised by the mass, but the tendancy to do pragmatically 'anything'
so that it will go viral is definitely to be frowned upon. Heeding into a footage where
a person is reviewing an airgun, who imminently goes foul-mouthed which in turn
becomes the rationale of the virality of that video...

Smartphones are slowly turning into our 24/7 campanions. From the second
we wake up to the time we fall back asleep, we cling on to our smartphones for
literally anything and everything! Glaring into the incandescent bar with a colourful
screen and scrolling through a Social media feed has become common enough to be
called a hobby these days! It has taken over news papers, televisions, entertainent
hubs and sadly even our dining tables too. Nowadays, it's not sporadic to see
"zombies" walking around the street with their eyes popping out, incessantly given
dopomine shots by means of the ‘dings” and the “dongs’. No wonder why digital
deluge, digital deduction, digital distraction and digital dementia has undoubtedly
become the hoarsemen of modern day homo sapiens! Only concious control and
mindful usage of this device will halt us from being lackey to them.

The peril of the virtual barricade

Cyber bullies have a notion that they are invincible as they are mostly hiding
behind the virtual barricade. They believe that they can get away with anything
said or done on the internet. The lack of monitoring and accountability of such online
activities by the government is partly to be blamed for such inquitious behaviour.

There is an intrinsic responsibility from the part of Netizens to be strictly
adhered to, while using the internet. A youtube channel owned by a Btech drop out
turned Bachelor of multimedia and mass communication, went popular after posting
content rebuking certain content of another social media platform. Later on, a video
posted in the same channel which contained homophobic comments about two men
being in the same hotel room tantalized recoil from Netizens. The creator of that
channel later apologised for the same. There is a difference between enforcing the
freedom of expression and harrying with indelible tirades. The internet has attenuated
the level of tolerance people have towards everything. There is no need for such
tolerance per se, but the virtual backlash towards anything impermissible to the
society by virtue of #hashtags is sheer efforts in futility. After all, our social media

stories and status updates only have the lifespan of a mere 24 hours.
]
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Millions of people put their personal
information in online platform. In addition, there
are few government initiatives in India such as
Aadhaar card where the biometric information
is taken from the residents of India, and in many
cases, the personal data are compromised under
various circumstances. Thus the personal data
of many are in question. In 1974, in one of the
seminal data protection laws enacted anywhere,
the US Congress stated in the federal Privacy Act
that “the right to privacy is a personal and
fundamental right protected by the Constitution
of the United States.” In December 2009, with
the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty, the EU’s
Charter of Fundamental Rights guaranteed both
privacy and data protection as two of the
Charter’s 50 enumerated fundamental rights.
Most recently, in 2017, the Supreme Court of
India recognised in its landmark Puttaswamy
decision that privacy was a fundamental right
guaranteed under that country’s constitution.

The unanimous judgment by the Supreme
Court of India (SCI) in Justice K.S. Puttaswamy
(Retd) vs Union of India is a resounding victory
for privacy. The ruling is the outcome of a petition
challenging the constitutional validity of the
Indian biometric identity scheme Aadhaar. The
]udgment s ringing endorsement of the right to
privacy as a fundamental right marks a
watershed moment in the constitutional history
of India. The one-page order signed by all nine
judges declares:

The right to privacy is protected as an intrinsic
part of the right to life and personal liberty under
Article 21 and as a part of the freedoms guaranteed
by Part III of the Constitution.

The right to privacy in India has developed
through a series of decisions over the past 60
years. Over the years, inconsistency from two
early judgments created a divergence of opinion
on whether the right to privacy is a fundamental
right. Last week’s judgment reconciles those
different interpretations to unequivocally declare
that it is. Moreover, constitutional provisions
must be read and interpreted in a manner which
would enhance their conformity with
international human rights Instruments ratified
by India. The judgment also concludes that
privacy is a necessary condition for the meaning
ful exercise of other guaranteed freedoms.

The judgment, in which the judges state the
reasons behind the one-page order, spans 547
pages and includes opinions from six judges,
creating a legal framework for privacy protections
in India. The opinions cover a wide range of issues
in clarifying that privacy is a fundamental
inalienable right, intrinsic to human dignity and
liberty.

The decision is especially timely given the
rapid roll-out of Aadhaar. In fact, the privacy
ruling arose from a pending challenge to India’s
biometric identity scheme. We have previously
covered the privacy and surveillance
risks associated with that scheme. Ambiguity on
the nature and scope of privacy as a right in India
allowed the government to collect and compile
both demographic and biometric data of
residents. The original justification for
introducing Aadhaar was to ensure government
benefits reached the intended recipients.
Following a rapid roll-out and expansion, it is
the largest biometric database in the world, with
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over 1.25 billion Indians registered. The government’s push for Aadhaar has led to its wide acceptance
as proof of identity, and as an instrument for restructuring and facilitating government services.

The Two Cases That Casted Doubts on the Right to Privacy

In 2012, Justice K.S. Puttaswamy (Retired) filed a petition in the Supreme Court challenging the
constitutionality of Aadhaar on the grounds that it violates the right to privacy. During the hearings,
the Central government opposed the classification of privacy as a fundamental right. The
government’s opposition to the right relied on two early decisions — MP? Sharma vs Satish Chandra in
1954, and Kharak Singh vs State of Uttar Pradesh in 1962 —which had held that privacy was not a
fundamental right.

In M.P Sharma, the bench held that the drafters of the Constitution did not intend to subject the
power of search and seizure to a fundamental right of privacy. They argued that the Indian Constitution
does not include any language similar to the Fourth Amendment of the US Constitution, and therefore,
questioned the existence of a protected right to privacy. The Supreme Court made clear that M.P Sharma
did not decide other questions, such as “whether a constitutional right to privacy is protected by other
provisions contained in the fundamental rights including among them, the right to life and personal
liberty under Article 21.”

In Kharak Singh, the decision invalidated a Police Regulation that provided for nightly domiciliary
visits, calling them an “unauthorized intrusion into a person’s home and a violation of ordered
liberty.” However, it also upheld other clauses of the Regulation on the ground that the right of
privacy was not guaranteed under the Constitution, and hence Article 21 of the Indian Constitution
(the right to life and personal liberty) had no application. Justice Subbarao’s dissenting opinion
clarified that, although the right to privacy was not expressly recognized as a fundamental right, it
was an essential ingredient of personal liberty under Article 21.

Over the next 40 years, the interpretation and scope of privacy as a right expanded, and was
accepted as being constitutional in subsequent judgments. During the hearings of the Aadhaar
challenge, the Attorney-General (AG) representing the Union of India questioned the foundations of
the right to privacy. The AG argued that the Constitution’s framers never intended to incorporate a
right to privacy, and therefore, to read such a right as intrinsic to the right to life and personal liberty
under Article 21, or to the rights to various freedoms (such as the freedom of expression) guaranteed
under Article 19, would amount to rewriting the Constitution. The government also pleaded that
privacy was “too amorphous” for a precise definition and an elitist concept which should not be
elevated to that of a fundamental right.

The AG based his claims on the M.P. Sharma and Kharak Singh judgments, arguing that since
a larger bench had found privacy was not a fundamental right, subsequent smaller benches upholding
the right were not applicable. Sensing the need for reconciliation of the divergence of opinions on
privacy, the Court referred this technical clarification on constitutionality of the right to a larger
bench. The bench would determine whether the reasoning applied in M.P. Sharma and Kharak
Singh were correct and still relevant in present day. The bench was set up not to not look into the
constitutional validity of Aadhaar, but to consider a much larger question: whether right to privacy
is a fundamental right and can be traced in the rights to life and personal liberty.

The judgment will also have ramifications for a number of contemporary issues pending before
the supreme court. In particular, two proceedings—on Aadhaar and on WhatsApp-Facebook data
sharing —will be test grounds for the application and contours of the right to privacy in India. For
now, what is certain is that the right to privacy has been unequivocally articulated by the highest
Court. There is much reason to celebrate this long-due victory for privacy rights in India. But it is
only the first step, as the real test of the strength of the right will in how it is understood and applied
in subsequent challenges.

There is, therefore, a nearly universal recognition that informational privacy rights are crucial to
society, along with an awareness that the digital domain poses greater risks than the analogue
realm in terms of both comprehensive and pervasive quantity of data and often their qualitative
sensitivity as well. It is no surprise, then, that in 2014 the US Chief Justice acknowledged for a
unanimous Supreme Court in Riley that protecting “privacy comes at a cost.” It is a cost that civilised
and democratic societies are generally prepared to pay.
=
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Women and body autonomy:
The right to abort and its misuses
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Human rights of women include their right to have control
over and decide freely and responsibly on the matters relating to their
sexual and reproductive health free of coercion, violence and
discrimination. The right of a woman or girl to make decisions
autonomously about her own body is at the core of her right to equality
and privacy. The decision whether to continue with a pregnancy or
not is solely the woman’s decision as it affects her psychological and
personal life.

The Indian Penal Code, 1860 still considers abortion as a crime
and it provides an imprisonment up to seven years to the woman and
the person helping. But the Medical Termination of Pregnancies Act,
1971 turns out to be an exception to sec.312 and 313 of IPC, the
provisions related to abortion. The MTP Act thus legalizes abortions
till 20 weeks of gestation. However, several provisions of the 49-year-
old Act imposes some rigid restrictions on a woman’s personal liberty,
bodily autonomy and on her reproductive choice. Abortion is not a
woman’s absolute right but a conditional one, it is governed by certain
conditions defined by MTP Act, 1971. The conditions include
substantial risk to the woman’s life or to her physical or mental health,
substantial risk to the life of the foetus, pregnancies resulting from
contraceptive failure in case of married women, and pregnancies
resulting from rape. Abortion is provided to a woman solely at the
discretion of the medical provider. If a woman demands to terminate
a pregnancy in the first trimester, the law requires the consent of one
medical practitioner. From second trimester onward, the consent of
two medical practitioners is required. This is a challenging task for a
woman in remote areas to find even one medical practitioner. At
times, the providers even demand for the husband’s consent,
undermining a woman’s choice to make that decision herself. The Act
requires the consent of guardian in cases to abort pregnancies of minors
or mentally ill persons. The guardian enjoys complete autonomy over
such persons and hence if the guardian refuses the consent, the
unwilling minor or mentally ill person will be compelled to carry that
unwanted pregnancy and to face all the future challenges and
consequences.
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In addition to these conditions, women in India still experiences medical provider’s bias,
especially if they are unmarried and seeks abortion. While the law permits a married woman to
terminate an unplanned and unwanted pregnancy, the same is not extended to unmarried and
single woman, conversely such pregnancies will invariably results to more grave consequences in
case of unmarried woman. The provision treats equals unequally. The restriction in the practice of
legal abortion and poor access to contraception for avoiding unintended pregnancies, lead to the
multiplication of unsafe abortions and high rates of morbidity and mortality among women. Of the
6.4 million annual abortions in the country, about 3.6 million or 56% are unsafe ones.

As recognized by Article 21 of the Constitution, the right to choose whether to carry a
pregnancy to its full term is central to women’s fundamental right to privacy, bodily integrity and
autonomy. The MTP Act needs to be more women-centric, which acknowledges and respects women'’s
autonomy, preferences and rights. Increasing the 20-week cut-off is one of the most pressing needs
as far as amendments to the MTP Act go. There is a consensus, including in the medical community
that the gestational limits for abortion needs to be extended since the number of severe foetal
abnormalities can be identified even after the 20 weeks and in those cases, it is indispensable that a
woman have the option to abort, that the trauma of carrying a pregnancy to full term knowing that
it will result in a child who will not survive can be traumatic. The Act should also extend the
condition of failure of contraception as an indication for abortion to the unmarried women.

The MTP Act has miles to go to be an act that keeps the interest and safety of women at its
centre. The Act should make abortion women’s absolute right and allow her to terminate an
unwanted pregnancy if she chooses to. It should respect the women’s decision regarding her body
and health and not to leave it in hands of medical practitioner or any other individual.

The Supreme Court upheld in numerous cases, that a woman’s bodily autonomy to be her
fundamental right to privacy and the decision whether to have a child or not should be a woman’s
alone, devoid of any other intervention. On 29 January 2020, India witnessed changes to India’s
archaic abortion law. The Union Cabinet, chaired by the Prime Minister, approved the Medical
Termination of Pregnancy(Amendment)Bill, 2020 to amend the Medical Termination of Pregnancy
Act, 1971. While the bill is yet to be introduced in the ensuing session of the Parliament, it is a
welcome move in the interest of women’s rights as it will help in expanding access of women to
safe and legal abortion services on therapeutic, eugenic, humanitarian or social grounds.

There arises a room for doubts about the misuse of the amendment of abortion laws. In a
country like India where female feticide is rampant, will it be misused? Sex determination of foetus
can be done as early as 12 weeks, and hence the changes in abortion laws will not lead to further
detrimental effect. Also insisting on the right to life of foetuses and equating it to the right of a
woman to her life, health and autonomy by criminalizing the termination of pregnancy is one of
the most damaging ways of instrumentalizing and politicizing.

A multi-pronged approach needs to be ensured so that no woman resorts to unsafe means to
terminate a pregnancy on the mere reason that she is unable to access to safe and legal abortion
services. This should be simultaneously assisted by efforts to build awareness and educate women
and the community on their sexual and reproductive health and rights and their bodily autonomy,
including the rights to access safe abortion care. More importantly, we must sensitize the health
care providers and law implementers to recognize a woman’s right to reproductive choice, dignity

and privacy and to provide services free of judgment and bias.
]
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HOMOPHOBIA:

THE WESTERN seme Sy
IMPORT TOINDIA

Sexual orientation as a subject, with all its complexities, is still considered as a taboo
with utmost disgust and contempt. The repugnance by society towards sexual minorities
characterised by their beliefs, ideologies and gender norms are still dominant. Individual
autonomy with regards to one’s sexual orientation is not clearly put in black and white
by our legal system. Justice Indu Malhotra, one of the judges of the Indian supreme
court stated, “History owes an apology to the members of this community and their
families for the ignominy and ostracism that they have suffered through the centuries.
The members of this community were compelled to live a life full of fear of reprisal and
persecution”, while scrapping section 377 of the penal code as unconstitutional in the
case Navtej Singh Johar v. Union of India, setting it as landmark judgement. How much of
a change has this landmark judgement brought, in the minds of people, is still to be
contemplated.

Based on the Judeo - Christian ideology, any sexual activity that was non - procreative
in nature was dubbed as ‘unnatural’ and against the ‘order of nature’. Whereas the
Hindu views are bit diverse, different among various groups and distinct.

Nityanand Tiwari, publisher of the article- Homosexuality in India: Review of
Literatures has stated that in the ancient texts like the Rig Veda, which dates back to
1500 BC, talks about the pre - patriarchal period where there was a system of thought,
which was triadic, anti - binary, focused on female sexuality. The vestiges structures
found in different parts of India evidently proclaim the pleasure principle of sexuality.
Patriarchal social systems developed later with the rise of Vedic Brahminism and progenic
sexuality became prominent. Even after Vedic Brahmanism made its presence felt,
homosexual and transgender cultures have coexisted with compulsory heterosexuality
in the Indian culture. According to Giti Thadani- author of Sakhiyani, during this period
importance was not attached to the male - female couple, but on the notion of yoni that
signifies the womb, the infinite source of energy. Thus, in the pre - Vedic period, sexuality
was based on pleasure and on fertility, but not on progenitive, that is, the capacity to
produce off spring.
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There were punishments prescribed for
homosexual behavior by Manu Smriti. However,
they were not concerned with the gender of the
partners but with the loss of virginity that
rendered a young woman unworthy of marriage
since there was no penalty prescribed for two non
- virgins who have sex together.

During medieval period homoerotism got
‘official patronage” with the Arab-Persian -
Islamic cultural invention into the subcontinent.
During this period love of boys was practiced at
the court of the Muslim rulers and Urdu and Sufi
poets celebrated it. Baber, the first Mugal emperor
of India, had even written romantically about his
love affair with boy, Baburi, at Andezan, in the
work Tuzuk - i - Babri (Baburnama).

With the start of British colonization, the
destruction of the images of homosexual
expression and sexual expression in general
became more systematic. The influence of
imperialist Britain on Indian sexuality took the
form of repression and domination.

The post - independence period brought home
the concept of freedom of expression, equality
and liberty, and a Constitution for India. The
architects of the constitution used the term “sex’
in the strict anatomical sense of being a man or
woman. There was a deep silence on the existence
of sexual minorities and their sufferings and
discrimination faced from the mainstream
heterosexual society thereon. Ratna Kapur had
analysed through “Too hot to handle: the cultural
politics of “Fire”” a feminist review, the
controversies caused by the release of the movie
Fire in India to show how the definition of Indian
culture has become a site to contest fears of sex

as a threat to Indian values, the Indian way of
life and the existence of the Indian nation, where
being Indian is equated with being a person
following the particular values. Studies in other
contexts have also explored the link between
national identity and homophobia. Such a link
becomes particularly prominent in countries that
have a history of colonialism as found in studies
on Senegal and Uganda.

Hence colonialism is the major drawback to
Indian culture, beliefs, values and so-called
morals. It is a long-term internalized construct
of colonial rule that people in same-sex
relationship and love is of western import. Same-
sex relationship and love is not an alien import
but rather has existed in Indian society
throughout the ages as stated by author Ruth
Vanita in her book Same-Sex Love in India and
that ironically, it was homophobia that was an
import from the west rather than homosexuality.
Same-sex love has existed in Indian society and
culture and this can be seen if one were to do a
literature survey. The description of sodomy in
Kam Sutra, the court customs of Babar, references
to women loving women in the ancient books
and description of Tantric initiation rites which
evoked the idea of universal bisexuality in human
personality are discussed widely.

Human sexuality is complex and diverse.
Hence with all its complexities, it is necessary to
focus on people’s humanity rather than on their
sexual orientation. The emphasis should not just
be on education but also on a change of attitude.
Though it is a long journey to get rid of
internalized homophobia, collective efforts of all
could bring changes in society.
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Sajna Ma’am: Criminal alURI00mEI0 988 BRYUIBHIAB BIOAUEM. alGHH af)ANILI)o
moes ™ hormones $006Ma0WGlee0, aflel 1o 10EBUWBEH® enIoINBMS
©21QO® DAIHN)EMIOU @RAIBLE BOMMVlH: ANlcHAGHU DENBOSHIOYENE. @REAJO
ajOGOIOBH Galddh)EMINUE GRELIBICE HSIWOBHEMIOUWY @PAIBHH® DOMAVIH,
depression QIE00)6NE. @R® @RAUOO® (B1AIM@3 AlURIOOD LICHIGRISE ML
@I HOVEMMIBHO0)6NE.

Noel: @00, transgenders m) ecalngl Mlaml3en0emo VAMIOAIS)OmEMo af)an
mOMIWlg)Geneo?

Sajna Ma’'am: ®132J@o®)o G®IMMIWIFIMNE. af)daMESILN0 AlEd®] Al0WOm
¢at0erflay GERaUMIGE EGaldd)GMI0Ud Galoel)®:08 al)2]80AICOMINSWIE)
ADEEBOS CMIHN)IND. af)MNIM3 CHISI MLl AIBIVIeIMm) MEEBESIS MSHaISI
0)88®. GalRIlTV)BIBH9 HAIIM)EA AMEBOS )02 )83 @RAIGENIOWo MTIH6EM
OOM GMIMIVISINE. @OEOB:0MB)EOMN B0} (SOMIV @YEHS QUOEMO ag)a)
EEBUS @RY(NaClHN)IM). VARV WWREBUWE VMBI GROIH GRSITLOIM
OOIG3 @RAIBIUDEBBUILN)GAINE] Gald@ISOB TLOWIHE).

Anushma: auiamo Qlye@lmio @Relssle3 Sexual Orientattion @00} aloWOm
algoe® ailauollen) N BRB)HUBHE af)I® TLEABUOAIEM MGIHIMBBO)?

Sajna Ma’am: Actually mames Gender/ldentity monud @10)2001ajl5ieenzes108 qum)
a0O@lOM®)0 A15)H000W)o GalSIEHME @RYAIUDSAIEL. MEBE MEES®IVIS) S
®10)@0M0 af)S}BNIM alQlo. @G0 @R AUIFIT3 OHUMBATMIBHEBIS AlOWEMo.
@RIDEWOS alO6IMO AM]. AlGMIABOTVo HMIIM) (alTVAlla] BOIDEN}0 MADUB af)(®
OOQYBHOOMOGEMEN0 @RID BClonelo M8 M3 alowlel. M @PaAG: am

Tenanamleglesl@d MleEsud aomaoy MO Ald)alled @RELIBIOE eMEEBRS)ES
@OW MLOCLISMGSIGE NITWHA|S)E: MEEBU3 QI @PAINO al06 am  1e1d
@9)o. @RLIO® aflda)) 2)E56NE @RYAIKDLe Al Trans af)eano) Identity GNO}OOD
@om MIaIailcd AUM@)@06M). @REBOMW)BS HOO6EBUY @YOMM) AlOWOD
MO, MERWd am 168 HAla] GalSlecansns @RAIvoIlel.
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YOU RRE ALEADER. ™

“ Dhoni finishes off in style! A magnificent strike
into the crowd. India lift the world Cup after 28
years. The party has started in the dressing room
and it’s an Indian captain who has played an
amazing innings on the night of the final,” this
commentary by Ravi Shastri is bound to never
leave us, even on our deathbeds, while struggling
to catch a breath or two; MSD winning us the
WC with a six.

The cricketing maestro Sunil Gavaskar himself
has stated that, Thalaiva smashing the ball into
the crowd is what he wants to see during his last
moments. A testament of the finesse of our former
Indian Captain.

It's Saddening to say former, There was more to
Mahi, than just being an Indian captain. He
taking the long walk back was something
inevitable, but could’ve been on a later date, sighs
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fans all over the world. He was the human
embodiment of the hopes, aspirations and
dreams of many. An emotion to the masses across
the world.

Like always, he left us all awestruck and taken
aback, from his peculiar choice of words for his
retirement. Accustomed to putting us by the end
of our seats, ever Mysterious , Dhoni bowed out
from the major leagues. For old times sake right?

What adds to the trauma would be the fact that
it marks the end of an era. The end of the dream
team of India. Dhoni was the last one to leave,
after legends like Viru, Zak, Yuvi, Bhaji and many
more. Our childhood superheroes.

He was the best finisher, wk and captain, India
has ever produced. The man’s focus to the game
is impeccable. He always looked deep in thought,
always a couple of steps ahead the rest.
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Captain cool was mostly a man of few words, if
you think about it now, we never got much
glimpses of him rambling away on the telly.

Just like his words, he kept his emotions to himself
too. Never letting them clouding over his
judgements. Those piercing glances from within
the helmet and charging down the 22 yards will
never be forgotten.

Dhoni’s methods were unorthodox, but super
effective. From his batting style to just wearing
one glove, in tense situations, to game changing
bowler spell choices. A playmaker who steered
the game of 22.

The story of this small time boy making upto the
big leagues was beautifully portrayed in his biopic
by the late star Sushant (RIP). I guess the movie
just thickened our relationship with both the men.

His life, indeed the desi version of the “American
Dream’ or it'd be apter to call it the ‘Indian
Dream.” Growing up in a cricket fanatic country
like ours, almost every other person would've
wanted to be a cricketer at one point or the
another. The ones that get there are not by luck,
but by sheer sacrifice, hard-work and belief in
one’s abilities.

Something that sets them apart.

In the years to follow, the future, of the Indian
cricket is uncertain. But what's certain is there
will never be a replacement for this Wicket Keeper
batsman from Ranchi.

His stand apart from others, is what dragged
him close to us, like ecstasy. From his
hairstyles over the years to his
strategies, for a well orchestrated win.
Putting the luck factor on the back
seat.

This fierce finisher’s batting pattern
made him land milestones, like over
10,000 runs in the limited overs
format. Being the explosive
batsman he is, Dhoni valued singles \

§

and doubles more; rotating the strike
and making the scoreboard ticking.
His humongous shots were often
preyed upon loose balls from the
opposition.

A lesson that smaller steps can conquer
mammoth scores. Teaching us that
consistency is key.
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He was a visionary above all, which explains how
coolly he shook off the wrath of the fans when
he benched the legends, to pave the way for the
youngsters.

This helped the lad to bag all the golds for the
nation. From winning the ‘07 T20 WC within a
few years after being made captain, to bagging
the’11IWC and the champions trophy and also
bagging the World number 1 rankings in the tests.

It's no new news that Dhoni has a great eye for
cricket, if put on the right chair, captain cool might
mould Indian cricket into a force to reckon with.

As this year’s IPL rolls out, it’s no surprise that
people would be scrambling to see thala heading
CSK.

As people bust their knuckles claiming that Dhoni
should play a farewell match or coach India, no
one really knows what will play out in the end.
The Surprise factor is what had made Captain
cool, the king of cool.

This sheer unpredictability and leadership traits
had set Mahendra Singh Dhoni a level apart. The
whole world cheers on, as the captain walks off.

Win or loss, champions or at the bottom of the
table, nothing shook him.

‘Whistle podu,” to thalaiva!
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I wangled to the gate
I groaned for his presence

From there, I was once a fugitive

And thought that I've moved into paradise,
As one broke out from Hell thinks often

But My will, My yearn was you....

So I whispered to myself,

just go back! Go back to your agony! Go back to
your tarnal Hell.....

Now, I revived for getting melted in you

And rushed into my path for perceiving you
I know getting into “the hell” is heinous

I purge myself in riveting waves of darkness.
Even rebuffed to hear the moanings

from the angels behind me.

I hunted in the rivers of darkness for him.
The abaddon made tears in my eyes for him.
Atlast, I saw him through the narrow light of
Beacons.

He glanced at me for wrenching his arms.
His arms with nails were like orange trees.
His eyes were as reddish as the setting sun,
His chest was unvaried to wooden timber,
enough broad for me to lean.....

Sparks from the hell’s fire gilded between us
and in its light, wearing black suit, he looked
stunning.......

I ran right into his arms,

Knowing that he is the Devil.

I melted in him and in the vitrous vessel of death,
Forgetting the future.

I melted in him like wax

dripping down form a gleaming candle.

I loved him,

knowing that he is the Devil

cause, my will, my yearn was you.......

ATHULYA ANNA
2ND SEM BBA LLB

MOHAMMED NIHAL
2ND SEM BALLB

“Oh Love”

Oh wondery wind

blowing over the love’s grass

move to my direction

for the fragrance of love is my wish

Oh fairest of the most luring lillies
dancing in the demesne of love
come, bloom in my garden

for the flare of love is my wish

Oh fresh, brisk, morning dew
showered from the heaven of love
snow, hail and rain on me

for the freshness of love is my wish

Oh buzzing beetle

bouncing by the blooms of love
nipping the nectar of love

come and kiss me

for the flavour of love is my wish

Oh sweet serin, oh lovely lark
Why singing songs of sigh?
Change sorrow, keep love

for the fineness of love is my wish

Oh hellish hatred

gulping the gore of gehenna
refuse to reach me

for the felicity of love is my wish.
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MOVIES
&
CULTURE
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What is the role of a film? What purpose does it serves to an individual as well as a society?
A common defenition about movies is that ‘they are a form of entertainment”. But so is a circus
show. So is the experience of watching a movie and a circus show the same? Defenitely not.

We all know that there is something that makes a movie watching experience more than
mere entertainment. To assign a purpose to cinema is absurd. Cinema like any other art is subjective
and serves different purposes to different people. It did not evolve with any predetermined purpose.
It was an art discovered by accident. Then it took a long journey in hands of prolific filmmakers to
become the complex story telling, emotion sharing piece of art as we see it today.

So does this art have any other broader role than being a form of entertainment.

Let us put it this way, humanity has been on a heroic project for millions of years. The
project is to build an egalitarian society (as filmmaker Anand Gandhi puts in) of acceptance, love
and harmony. A society where love is cherished and evils minimised if not erradicated. Every great
minds you know have been engineers of this great project. Martin Luther King Jr., Mahatma Gandhi,
Nelson Mandela, Ambedkar, Marx, Nehru, all have been engineers of this project. Some of them
may have been wrong in their ideas to bring the society we all deserve. But here is the fun fact,
nobody knows the blueprint to this project. Everybody brings in thier own designs, their own values
and belief system. And we are the latest engineers of this age old project.

The knowledge about reality in some sense have helped us with the project. Now we know
how inconsequantial we are in a cosmic scale of things, . [Carl Sagan once quoted, for small creatures
like us, the vastness is only bearable though love]. Darwin and his successors have made us understand
more about human nature and behaviour and human evils so that we are better equipped to fight it.
Does arts and artist have a role in this great project?

Ace evolutionary biologist Richard Dawkins in his famous book “The Selfish Gene’ put forward
the idea of memes. The meme is different from the internet meme we all know of. Meme is a cultural
idea that propagates itself though processes similar to natural selection. They replicate ,mutate to
form new copies. The idea that blacks are inferior to white is a meme. The idea that all lives should
be equal is also a meme. The society we live in, to a great extent is determined by these mems. Even
our choices are largely dependent on memes. Memes can be defined as the information we receive
not by birth but in a lifetime though culture. The political and social views of a person can be highly
determined the memes he inherited. So culture matters. And cinema has been occupying the top
spot in popular culture.So movies can influence people’s behaviour.
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The legendary filmmaker Martin Scorsese quotes : ‘Movies touch our hearts and awaken our
vision, and change the way we see things, They take us to other places. Movies are memories of a
lifetime.

Movies touch our hearts. This is what they do. And they are powerful than any other medium.
For example you can write an article on how communalism is inhuman and evil and of course it will
ignite some thinking for your arguments.

But for example in a movie like ‘Jojo Rabbit’ you see a boy who identifies himself as a Nazi
because he believed it to be cool and due to the hate filled propaganda he have been hearing about
Jews, starts falling for a elderly jew girl and when he tries innocently to cheer her up from all the
miseries she has been facing the point you have been trying to tell in the article( That is communalism
is inhuman and love is the only thing that can liberate us) is louder than ever. It not only appeals to
our reason but also to our emotions.

We can experience the emotions of the child, all the love and warmth as if they are near
us.They fill our heart with warmth. And they force us ( at least some of us in some of the situations)
to reconsider our own ideas and believes on such topics. This is the magic of cinema. No other form
of entertainment can claim it. This is the quality art alone possesses. Of course the process is
entertaining but it is much more than mere entertainment. A circus show or a video game or even
cricket match you play with your friends, no matter how entertaining it is ,it just does not have this
power.

But the magical power of cinema is a double edged sword. It can also be used to spread hate.
Ideas of toxic masculinity, ideas of communal division, and stereotypes. And false dogmas. For
example, the idea which have been put up by movies in large to the Indian society , the idea of
eternal love and soulmate, the one person whom the universe or god conspires for you , the idea that
your life will become complete only when you are with that person. This is also a meme but a
dangerous one. This is purely incompatible with reality. You try to seek these eternal love in your
life and you will never found one, because there does not exists one. Still many of us have been
trying to search this kind of love which you have seen in innumerable amount of films. And for
many their idea of love is shaped by these mems put forward by these movies. So the damage this
meme is doing to the society is huge.

So with the power filmmakers possess, they are als o a part in this heroic mission. They
contribute to the mission of building the society we all want to live in. So filmmakers from Kurosowa
to Kashyap, are engineers of this project by exchanging thier ideas, insights, enquiries and tensions
to the society. Ofcourse not all cinema cater to such a project. Some films are made to give you some
enthrillng, entertaining moments. It is perfectly okay. It helps us to get away (for a short time) from
the mundaness of life.

The problem is that we live in a society where the grey shades are diminishing. Things are
put out eighter white or black. Gandhi famously quoted “ an eye for an eye will only make the world
a better place. Now in such times where society is becoming more hate driven and intolerant, it is
more than neccessary to repeat what gandhi said. And we live in a society where movies have huge
mass appeal. It is the duty of filmmakers to do it. This does not mean that movies should have a
message. They should not. Consider it, how arrogant it would be for a filmmaker to force his view
point / politics/ beliefs on an entire audiance. The film should be a two way communication in
some sense. It should give the space for its audiance to think and evaluate. It should not shove
answers, but should ask questions and show suggestions. It should take people on an emotional
journey where they can find thier own answers. But unfortunately we live in a society where biopics
are made to boost charisma of politicians/ celebrities. The voices that should reflect on love,
compassion, kindness, emotion and humanity are diminishing.

Cinema can be a political vanguard or a philosophical enquiry or a beautiful language of
expression. So it is ethically important to protect the movies which are doing these functions., Helping
us in our search for many things in life. As Lav Diaz puts it cinema is the greatest mirror of humanity’s
struggle. You see the alternative world, but you are part of it. Everybody is part of it. This is our
world.

]
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Adolescenceand
Childhood: M ental
Deve opment
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Childhood and adolescence is a very exciting and vital time frame of development that sets the
foundation for who we will ultimately become when we reach adulthood.

The World Health Organisation has defined a child as a person 19 years or younger unless
national law defines a person to be an adult at an earlier age and adolescence as the age between 10
and 19 years. It is a vital stage of growth and development and marks the period of transition from
childhood to adulthood. It is an age of emotional confusion, experimentations as well as the age in
which several important decisions including future career choices are made. The life events which
occur during adolescence will have a lasting impact on the behaviour and attitude of the person.

Essential skills for self-regulation begin to develop in the period of early childhood while
adolescence is a period in which numerous risks become salient, such as increased vulnerability to
sensation-seeking, risk-taking behaviour, and susceptibility to peer influence. Children need the care,
protection and guidance which is normally delivered by parents or other care-givers, especially during
the early years when they are most dependent. While their emerging abilities and capacities change
the nature of this vulnerability from infancy through adolescence, their need for attention and guidance
at each stage remains.

The WHO has identified the triad of behavioural aggression, substance misuse and unhealthy
sexual experimentation as the unholy triad, which can adversely affect the physical, mental and
social health of adolescents. Character and behaviour is not just shaped in a day or several months,
it's takes shape from the very beginning of childhood.

The quality of dialogue and interaction between students in a small group of classroom, or in
whole during setting teacher-student interaction, plays a major role in their character development.
So the development of character of children has much importance in the scenario. Character
development of children includes both internal and external factors. In fact development involves
much more than the influences that arise from within an individual. The areas which a child constantly
interacts influences his/her mind a lot. Some of the major areas that we need to consider in this
scenario are:-

Social Context: Social interactions are essential in the process of child development. It permits
young children to engage in activities such as play which enhances their fine and gross motor skills
and develop their self-regulation. As children grow physically and mentally, they engage in social
activities enabling them to interact with their surroundings. Interacting with the environment allows
children to explore their surroundings and develop their cognitive skills. Child development and
social interaction affects a child’s understanding of social rules resulting in learning appropriate and
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inappropriate behavior, understanding gender, and
social class. Schools, families and peer groups all make
up an important part of social context.

Cultural Context: Culture plays an important
role in influencing this development, and what is
considered “normal” development varies greatly from
one culture to the next. The society and culture in which
one grows up influence everything from developmental
milestones and parenting styles to what kinds of
hardship one is more likely to face.

Socioeconomic Context: Socioeconomic status,
often abbreviated are SES, is based upon many factors
including their education, earnings, job, livelihood, etc..
The opportunities for children are directly proportional
to their socioeconomic status.

Children and adolescent mental disorders can be
considered from a number of perspectives. The main
mental health issues which affect children and young
people include depression, anxiety, attention deficit-
hyperactivity, and personality disorder and conduct
disorder and often a direct response to what is
happening in their lives. Untreated conditions with
behavioural disorders may grow up to be dysfunctional
adults. The following disorders are identified as priority
areas based on their higher frequency of occurrence,
degree of associated impairment, therapeutic
possibilities (particularly at primary health care level -
PHC) and long-term care consequences.

During childhood, children may affect from learning
disorders, hyperkinetic-disorder, tourette’s syndrome.
All these defects can be cured with the right treatment at
the right time, but it should not be left untreated.
Adolescence is the period where depression and
associated suicide comes into the play and now its
recognized as a diagonosable disorder..When
depression is put with substance abuse children and
adoloscents are at a greater risk of suicide. There may be
psychotic disorders and with accurate treatment it is
curable and these disorders can result in a host of
maladaptive behaviours. It should also be noted that
there may be attachment disorders which appear in
infancy and have a major long term impact.There is
anxiety disorders with variable diagnosis, and also
conduct disorders with multi-sectoral treatments which
have quite variable outcomes and require a
comprehensive plan for there to be any hope of success.

It should be noted that medical disorders often
associated with psychiatric symptoms, such as diabetes
and seizure disorders, might be co-occurring with all
the above said disorders . The roots of most of the lifestyle
induced health problems like obesity, diabetes mellitus,
hypertension, ischemic heart disease, alcohol
dependence etc. can be traced back to behaviours
developed during adolescence. There are growing

evidences and awareness regarding the magnitude of
mental health issues across the globe, starting half of
those before the age of 14 and have lifelong effects on
individuals and society.

Substance use disorders are also significant co-
morbid conditions that can alter the course of illness,
treatment and outcome, and represent a growing in
importance issue in the treatment of children and
adolescents. Co-morbid substance use disorders or
substance abuse can add dramatically to the degree of
morbidity and functional incapacity of the individual,
and may influence the type of care provided.

As to conclude, childhood mental and behavioural
health is essential to health and well being across the
lifespan of an individual. The behaviours one learns
and practices during adolescence will beyond doubt
influence his future physical and mental well-being.
While psychology has made substantial contributions
to promoting children’s mental and behavioural health,
much remains to be done. Structural determinants of
mental and behavioural health, limitations in access to,
and implementation of, evidence-based prevention and
treatment practices, and workforce and training needs
persist. Without renewed attention from psychology,
mental and behavioural health problems, disparities,
and societal costs will continue.
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I think the word “feminism” and its real
concept are often misunderstood in this
modern society. Majority of the people believe
that the theory of feminism speaks about the
very idea that women shall be superior to men.
But the real concept of feminism is different.
The Oxford Dictionary defines feminism as
“the belief and aim that women should have
the same rights and oppurtunities as men; the
struggle to achieve this aim” .

Feminism asserts the equality of men
and women in a society that is patriarchal.
There are many who believe that a feminist is
a woman who wants to be more like men.
Moreover feminists are often considered as

women who do not respect men and ask for
superiority over men. But feminism is about
proudly embracing the womanhood and
performing the dignity tasks that only a
woman can perform. At the same time, it fights
for an equal space in this society.

Feminism is not some theory that is to
be upheld by women only. Men should also
be a promoter of equality. I don’t think that
providing more reservations for women helps
in bringing equality in this male dominant
society. To get rid of this curse of inequality,
people should be taught about the real concept
of feminism and acknowledge the fact that
women deserve equal rights and not

reservations.
n

FEMINISM
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Hey the beast
Inside you,
WAKE UP

Do you know why Lion is considered as the king of their domain?. Let us
take a closer look. Lion is not the tallest animal, not even the sharpest,
largest and the heaviest. Then why is it called as the 'king of the animal
kingdom'. It's the attitude. A leader always has a different attitude than
their followers. An army of sheep led by a lion will always defeat the army
of lion lead by a sheep. Leadership can transform cowards into violent
warriors.

We all have the same amount of time in our hand. But the mindset is very
powerful. Nothing can be achieved in our life until it's believed. What do
we do? All we do is stand around, doubt ourselves , tell ourselves that we
can't do this and have this. It is always painful to do a very hard task. But
pain is temporary and greatness lasts forever. Push yourselves through the
pain. Push it and face it. Don't give excuses because you will have thou-
sands of excuses to quit. When you feel like quitting, remember, you have
to fight and prove many people wrong.So decide "I WILL NOT
QUIT".Nothing great is going to come if you quit. If you have a dream,don't
just sit there,get your ass up and make something happen. Walk more
than you talk and walk through your own path.Those who fight for a
great life only live it. Please don't procrastinate because procrastination is
the mother of laziness. If it were easy every one would do it. If you want to
become something do something.Your mind is stronger your than your
body. If you program your mind to always go one more round to push
past where you perceive that as your limit, give more than anyone else
would ever expect from you.Challenges separate the average and the
great.Average run from hard, but hid from challenges.The great run to-
wards it, grow from challenges.Without challenge life is dull and void
meaning.Accept austerity in the present for future bliss. Do not embrace
the joy of present without realising it's miserable consequence.

Once I asked my senior, " How can I become more beautiful? Should I cut
my hair , be more beauty conscious or should I use some kind of make ups?
But the answer which he gave me really inspired me. He replied, " Don't
you know that beauty lies within the eyes of the beholder? So it depends
upon the character of a person. All you should have is self belief . It's going
to make a huge difference in your attitude. It increases your confidence.
Confidence comes from maturity , being more accepting to yourself. So
then you will start you love yourself and makes you to be beautiful in your
own ways. Sun will never lose its shine even it's kept in the deepest pitch of
darkness" . So be someone that no one thought you'd be, not even you.
Confuse them with your silence and shock them with your results.

"The more you sweat in the training, the less you bleed in the combat" - Richard

Marcinko
|
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Rev. Fr. Jinoy Mathew,

The person who has been

there right from

the foundation stone of our institution...
Dear father your contributions

to this institution are irreplaceable.

Thankyou!

Dr. E. R. Jayaram sir
Each and every student

of Mar Gregorios

college of Law has,

is and will always

be grateful for your
valuable support and
guidance.



Installation Ceremony of the New principal of Mar Gregorios College of law
With the presence and blessings of His Beautitude Moran Mor Baselios cardinal cleemis..
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MGCL MAGAZINE COMMITTEE REPORT
(2020-2021)

2020-21 @PWIWMAIRHUOINGE EHIEBEE M0NMIING Goilgl MSOMW (aIAUBAMMEBSIHS TVIOI0Udo
mlesg)es 2)Mailed @ealmclafles)soemlailes. ¢Hoallal 2000000lWOSs nRELIMG)BWeslswilelo
AMEBBRIOS OBL2EBOS aNLI(A0aIDIVIT af)@EH0OMD a)@6m allanem M@ GHIGBER MOCMEHN
alemos)o  ail3fodL0l:80@ MIEBU BOCOIV}OMEOIS)0 AOJBVOMINM RIaHWIT M3] Coa NSO
OBHOE @O @)S63BOS.

Content Developement

0D QAIBUHO AONAVIM (aICAVETIN GRM)CWORIAIV BBSHN0 TV HlEN)B> ) M@IW0)aN)
ADEEBBIOS @RSIOIN Hy®Yo0. @O O] a3 oBLAlGSGMIN O21ME0 TUIIB:ElEH)0008 @YoElaf).
al0ll® M2EWIMSHEIG8 0aINGHOSEI0 CURIGla] 0)alCOR] @QYIOIEHNNBONOBHIENE TVOAa0lH
20W326BBSE|LNHSW)0 2Q) BOBPEEBSEILNASV)0 VaIMHUB LIEIHNMTIMCAUMEIMBS MOODOROW (VOREBBU3
SOOI 2)MAOTV HOLIVSANOB6NE @RYAUUYAIW PaINHW LIEla)). AOWEO aldTValo MITWHEIS)OI3]
MoCWIHI{lPOMBB  (AIUBCMEBBUS  al)BODIWIHE].

Quarantine

@RI 1SH ®200] AUSMOBIV HBHIE0M HOHAOMS QljdalMo M)elo All3LOABLOIGU3ES C0e8221M3
NA1OZOD] GHOTV)BSIT MVoNITWILHOM TVIWIBHIO@WOW.TVITMo QI1S)HSICRINS BD)HONalg @PAIGHE)
®6BBBYOS VAo aNLI(AIBRIW] DalcOUIlENMDIM @YAUUIROW MVAOIWEBBUE MTI)E af) NI
AMEBBSBIOS @VSIOD LlH0.@RYBLLISOTITI QIY®IMIMEBBBOW SOMTEB)EU3 M@3E:] AilB10dLE1e:08 I3
QIO ®IEHOM @®10)20Ma)).  GSIB)&WE MBaEe)w, SlB ¢SOH AWICWIBUW BalQ)d, DeUOalg
21812{l(® SHLO0AIN(@ADIM HOAME)®)d, MIMI20MI0)aleMo, al)MIMBMI0aleMo  af)MNIAUIWM D
2313 al31038L01E:W888 SOTVLO)HBOV  MTHIV®.@REMHo All3J0AMONHU8 ®EBBIOS TVYadlB>0d
D®IOQ BOVAIV] BRW@CHV)o @RAVIG 2lda|@ 20NIVIMB H»elQlw)es MMAVWIo GaleHlad
(2138 WBlalee)s)o HaIT).

Live Sessions

©6N200°2ISOMIM MONVAW  aldlalosleglenes alledjodinle:udes allemoBo aldh00M)8s
®10)20MOMITI AMEBEOSOM]. BHIEBEIOLl MOLIN0 AUBAH afl3odLbl®o WM™ GRINE: HO0CHHIBNS
DSOWYMOW @RMANE MM o) @A @RAMGlafla) MVoWI® aldlal0SIcWIS)®,)S] 2020 aglall@d
D0} |@IcWPI0 OV GOEVAW aIBlaldSIEU3EE GMEBUE @SENO &dh0la)). MOLINo QIBeH all3odL0le:80W
Anc Smith Franklin, Reality show contestant Asif Rawther ag)imlaid @s@MM8s Blaiqvueasslad "Crepuscule Chords’
af)MEalCl@d @AIMGla flaj ®ENE® MM alBlaloSle:8)o aBO0 (VOEL BRYB:GaHla)).(a1VdMT® HAellquow
‘000 @MM) @RAIMGlaflay “Twilight deception’ ag)am @0&ls; - ©2agellavo  @ONVE®  aldlaloSlw)o
ailaodidlees allaaolafla) 8MOTIO)AM).  B)S0O@ CHICBE WWOHOIW GBHOUTl @ajad DABARO
0610l MSOMIW ‘Heart to Heart'  al@laloslwlenes alldjodMOle:8)0S ¢2l103368B3U3Es A0)alS] MTIH)BW)o
@I} MoAIG1EN)®W)o H2IT®). alQale20S5)lleN] MSCHW® dleelamatla] G&0a], HAUIEQaUM
OMBIV(SHA @)SEEIW GaRIRIBSILNOS (AIITMQIW MV}AY @YOMAIWSBH GOVAW  TVoRIAUETNAET.
aflayod@ileg)es R1a® (1IBMEBOz86)0laflo MITWEBEINLI Gald00TABHOSH0)Claljo DYMSBS af)Llo
GaloBy6@BUBEN)0 AYEMAlo AISI®MAN20® 20)als] IEla) 80) @PAITVOC @RWVIOIAN) @R
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Virtual Vida and Hola Frescos

M QlGaHo aloMo al)OMIWIBS] EHIECBEIEGMIS Ails al0WIM @PsIco AUBaH AilBY0ABLOIEU3H6)
80e3300H VI OWWa] MSEMIM EHIANW aTVIa0al0YEBWE @)elo MIWlajloyanlel. @e@IMIG3
@RI '80) Qild2um3 ails’ ag)an GalGlG3 606MOOLINd 0)alo31C3 @oum@@%; MSOMOND 61)6BBUD
®10)20M]a]). @RELYIAISHO}OS WO RoNBEBBB o HLlrIw Rlalmomieel 80)ailsl Mal 2)a0)3CMEEBRSB)0
G0BOMIEMES] @RAITLOM QIdaH Ail3J0BMCH:E80S aMeaBU3 ‘alld2umd Alls’ aloao).

MARNO®OOV Al3J0A0lHOS CHICBEHIERIHE QAIOCAIYIODHIMNE (aNEUSIV G Glald(!0 MSOMO3
6068EI03 MMM EPME®] £IEla)). 6368 2CIOMIOL! BRBIHOD (ANGHUSTV G GRYWM)OB6NS
@O @O oBQao Al a] B0) GPMYEAI BRYHHINM MI0)POM]a)). CeNE0 AIGaH All3LOAMONHOS Gald(Wd0
MSOMIMB TSNS H6)HV)o @RAIRHS GAUMNE af)eld alladEM®lo MBH)HWo HalT®). BONAVIM
H2IGIOSW)0 Bajo 6NZ0AUBH QflBLOABLOISB}OSWI0 B*)FOW ald@lYodo M)elo AUBHO BoWIWIWV] e
"Hola Frescos’ ag)an @EIOENE50S)E)SIW MONVAW  al@lalds] MSEMOM)o  MAUDNMOIW Ail3Y0A3LONE:0386)
MOLJO0) BRMBAO aldh@M) OBHIS)ANOMo  MVOWlaf).

OTHER ACTIVITIES

VOCALISE 2020

"The pandemic and its transborder impacts on human race’ ag)am 0NlaHVOOD® @RYIVaIBAOHS] 5 me'kj
988 60} AlWICWO @QYINIHO)H af)In MIBEGUEOMIS)H)SIWIEM VOCALISE 2020 GRAI®Glaflaj®. eIcla]
arlaleomilad wlam)o dldhal®  @lOOTIMS)O @Al DAY Galgdl@d (aIBAUTla{la)).

Oru Gregorian Charcha

‘Judicial Independence - Status quo’ ag)am QANUHVOO® @YM al3R0EH] B0) aloMm® 21@ 2]
qooceiSlaflend af)an DERUCOMIS)H)S] @RYOCEl MM 30} (WICWIOIWM aldaf. 0HIqUE SalT®
ail3odL0l®:08®)0 GHICBEE BMMIDMIOOD (A IDIMWIWIEB:012] aG@OM)o GRELYIAIGHOOWIo B0)22))G2IGOY
Mo EM20W] MSOWIV 80 2182j@oloyaN) @e®. Academic Advisor Prof. Dr. Vikraman Nair, Prof. M. V
George, Prof. Jizamol P. R, Director Rev. Fr. Koshy Issac Punnamoottil @)sessloald ail3jodiole:udesndalo
2182J01@B 2 IOEHS)HN)HW)o @RE]AIDWEBUE GORINA|SIOM)EGHD)0 621DM).

PUBG Tournament

300qY 14,15 O1OGHSEIT @PYWIEM AENVE0 MVorLISlaflaj®. BoNAY 14-0 avorelSlafla) @RBY
0menEl@d Mlamyo allRWlajaId 150) §HanME ODVENEIGE aBQIMSG]. DONVO CRMISHUBHE & §0at O(aITV)o
M @B,

Social Relevance

MO2)a0lH(AdWIMIMBS Qlla@eBBSIeNo MDD HLIVx0IE8 20NAVIM &gl MVoRIAIME:UB
M @315 6NnE. Environmental Impact Assessment Draft 2020 ©@aq |18 al3J0dMOI®:S)0S TVoUdWEBBS)0
BRYBLIMBHB)o alGla0CleNe2|S0M DD AlavWHOD IGlY)88 DMV CalHleel @uogg VAW AW,
20(@28! 2101@(alowomiMas Blna@Bega|g] al3yodLtl®:es GMIOWAIdMIVIEHIMIV] DO OO
Blaimvesglad allallw e aldlalosle:8)o ameEBUS MLorLISlaleno0)ms. TV FAlMEOMISM)ENITWla]
ToapisSlafla) &S a0 @M DBIAOOEMA0E.

Conclusion
200MIM  H1g1 0D Aldato af)S}O® ®T1O}RIMEBBUS af)I0o@OMM  GHoalwWwle
ennesly g uBoeslsaileno Msaileneomd oUwla @les 6mEBU3 TVAD)AYOET. ag)ald celgeBilale MIlEBs)es
MVAOHOEMAN0 G IOONa0MAN0 @M M)EINISIMIEERIM ADEBHS GlalCla{la]®). CHICsH]nRI 0NN DI
20018 $2dl ) DLIH)BY ADEEBSOS (A IAUGOMMEBOHSBLI0 DLl IGIVIGE af)O®] ag)ar)
em6a3U3 aflvalrilen)am). GoallWlGs MaMOS 0D BRI AIBO)INGIOMIalo CHIEBE MONMIM0 @INMID
H2Iglv)o  AUBOOFIHWM)0 Aldha] MVOBIAUMBGHU3 M@IHHOMB MIWIHHHSF af)aM)o EIMEEBU3 @RYUDOMVIBH)M).
[
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MOOT COURT SOCIETY — REPORT

The MGCL Moot Court Society is engaged in promoting mooting activities among students
by popularizing mooting events through intra-class moot competitions and encouraging them to
attend external moot competitions.

In the year 2019-2020, student enthusiasm for the above activities continued and in addition
a few training sessions were also organised. In December 2019, an awareness class on mooting was
conducted for all interested students in college. The guest speaker for the event was Advocate
Vishwajith, an experienced mooter and alumnus of SILT, Kottayam. At this awareness class Adv.
Vishwajith led students through the basic process of mooting and the important does and don’ts on
mooting. The class was attended by more than 100 students from MGCL.

Following this awareness class, an internal moot problem based on a constitutional law issue
was released to the students. The students were advised to work on the problem and return for an
oral round in respect of the problem in January 2020. More than 60 students from across various
batches participated in the internal moot competition and were judged by senior teachers at MGCL
for their performance. Participants who qualified the internal round were declared members of the
newly reconstituted Moot Court Society for the year 2020-2021.

The first event organized by the newly reconstituted Moot Court Society was an enrichment
class on Constitutionalism and the Indian Constitution in February 2020 followed by a Manupatra
training class for mooters the same month. The class Constitutionalism and the Indian Constitution
was an expert lecture by Prof. (Dr.) Vikraman Nair to help students appreciate the constitutional
issues in moot problems.

Some of the accomplishments of the Moot Court Society in 2019-2020 are described further.
MGCL students managed to secure notable achievements in two moots that they participated, namely
the KLA 29* National Moot Court Competition and the Surana & Surana, CUSAT, SLS Dr. A.T.
Markose Memorial Moot Court Competition, 2020.

A team consisting of Kavya SS, Ashwathy (BA., LL.B, 10" Semester), and Haira (BBA., LLB,
7" Semester) participated in the KLA Moot Court Competition. This team was awarded the 2"¢ Best
Memorial in this competition. The participants for the Surana & Surana Moot were Anna Philip,
Stephanie Sharon and Haira (7" /8" Semester students). In this prestigious competition on the legal
intricacies of gene editing, our students” memorial was adjudged the 4" Best Memorial.

Students also participated in various client counselling competitions too. Simi Varghese and
Serafina Illayas distinguished themselves as a winning team by securing the first place in Nomikos
Polemos Client Counselling Competition hosted by Government Law College, Kozhikode (2019).
The same team also went on to be Runners Up in the 1% Online Client Counselling Competition
hosted by World Cyber Security Forum and Law Central (2020).

A number of others MCS members prepared and participated in competitions. Some of these
competitions were unfortunately interrupted/cancelled due to COVID but the enthusiasm and hard
work of the students to make a mark for themselves in mooting and allied competitions is appreciable

and will hopefully bring many more results in future.
n

-155-



SPORTS CLUB REPORT 2020

Sports Club members

Jayakrishnan G P, Anijith M L, Jiju SS, Athul Unnithan A S, Danish Donal, Vidya Chandran,
Nikshitha , Thomas, Shiva Narayan, Leo Sudhish, Sony Benny

The sports club for annual year 2019-20 was commenced on September 19,2019. Jayakrishnan
G P of 5" year Bcom LLB was selected as the Secretary of the sports club for the current annual year
and also selected 10 other executive members and 2 students from each class as Sports Club members.

The sports club hosted and organised various sports activities for the current year including
various indoor and outdoor games as part of the sports meet which ended in November 2019. There
were inaugurations of the new volleyball court and was also able to facilitate more equipments and
opportunities in the sports field.

MGCL SPORTS CHAMPIONSHIP

The MGCL sports championship was awarded to the winners as a result of overall points
secured by each batch in in indoor and outdoor games which included the Athletic Meet also. The
reigning champions 5th years (2015- 20 batch) once again clinched the Crown of sports Championship
again with a huge margin. 5" year Bcom was crowned as the best class with most points secured by
a single class which was more than any other batches combined.Amijith M.L of 5th year Bcom and
Varsha V Nair of 2™ year BBA were named as the individual champion for men and women
respectively. The award ceremony took place on 20" December 2019.

KERALA UNIVERSITY INTERCOLLEGE SPORTS MEET

MGCL made the representation in the various sports events conducted by the Kerala University
in the current year. Both the football and cricket team made their appearances as usually and we
were able to produce a volleyball team representing MGCL for the first time in the College match.
Not only that the volleyball team was able to reach quarter final of the Kerala University Championship
in our Maiden Voyage.

T20 KERALA COLLEGE PREMIER LEAGUE

The MGCL cricket team represented the college in the T20 Kerala college Premier League in
the first time and also secured the first win in our debut match against Saraswati College, even
though failing to make it into knockout stages.

SPIRITS 2K19 NLSU BANGALORE

It was a proud moment for the college in the sports meet held by National Law University,
Bangalore in the month of October, 2019. For the first time in the history of the college the team
representing MGCL in fitter Sports was able to take home 8 medals which included the gold in
4*100m Men's relay. The whole number of medal was earned single handedly in athletics only. The
college was also awarded for the fair play for discipline, conduct and Team Spirit.The individual
championship for spiritus 2K19 was also secured byAnijit M L of 5" year BCom LLB.
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MAR GREGORIOS COLLEGE OF LAW

Mar Ivanios Vidyanagar, Nalanchira, Thiruvananthapuram 695015

Mar Gregorios College of Law was established in the year 2012 by the Malankara Syrian
Catholic Church under the patronage of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis
Catholicos, the Major Archbishop of Malankara Catholic Church, in commemoration of the
legacy and services of Late Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios. The College, envisaged as a
centre of excellence in legal education, provides a comprehensive programme of legal
education, consisting of B.A LL.B, BBA LL.B and B.Com. LL.B as well as an LL.M course in
Constitutional Law.  The College was established with a vision to provide quality and
meaningful education imbibing within it the rich values of the Malankara Catholic Church.
The college is located in an eco-friendly campus in the prestigious “Mar Ivanios Vidyanagar”
that creates serene ambience for academic pursuits. Having excelled in all different streams
of educational service, the Malankara Catholic Education Society under the dynamic and
benevolent leadership of His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal Cleemis, Catholicos, the
Major Archbishop - Catholicos of Trivandrum, decided to establish a “College of Law’ in the
campus in commemoration of His Grace Most Reverend Archbishop Benedict Mar Gregorios,
who was the second Metropolitan Archbishop of the Syro-Malankara Catholic Church. Besides
being the first principal of Mar Ivanios College and a spiritual leader, Archbishop Benedict
Mar Gregorios was a great linguist, an economist, an educationalist par excellence and above
all, a profound humanist who epitomized love and compassion. It is indeed an honour and
privilege that this college of law has been named after such a great and noble soul who
embodied in himself the eternal verities of Dharma, The Law.

ACHIEVEMENT
1. Students Achievement

We have a vibrant student community which is proactive in the development of the
college. They ensure their positions among top ranks in each and every semester examinations,
thereby bringing laurels to the Institution. Besides academic excellence, they represented the
college in various National level Moot Court Competitions and also Model United Nations.
They have won prizes in various other academic events including quiz competitions. They
have presented papers in various National seminars around the state. In the cultural arena
also the students have won lot of laurels in various competitions in the state. In the sports
arena too our students have started to let know their presence in cricket, football and athletics.

*Shilpa Sanjeevan of 6th BBA recieved Special mention award in 43rd IMUN conference.
*Varsha V Nair of 4th sem BBA was awarded as title winner 'MissTraverse 'of Traverse
Fest 2020
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RANK HOLDERS 2015-20 BATCH

This year also our students secured so many top positions in the University Examinations
and brought laurels to the College. While the B.Com LL.B students bagged six out of first 10
positions including first three ranks other stream students also rose to the occasion and bagged
top positions( five each out of first 10 positions)

BA.LL.B
SI.No. Course Rank Name of Student
1 BA.LL.B (5 year) 3rd Sherine Immanuel
2 “ 4t KavyaSS
3 “ 5th Aswathy S Nair
4 “ ot Mahima Manoj
5 “ 8th M S Malavika
B.B.A LL.B
SI.No. Course Rank Name of Student
1 BBA LL.B (5 Year)
2 “ 3rd Adithya Jayadev
3 “ o Govind V
4 “ 7t Arya] Chandran
5 “ gt Alina S
B.Com. LL.B
SI.No. Course Rank Name of Student
1 B.Com.LL.B (5 Year) 5 year 1%t Anie Susan Varghese
2 “ 2nd MaghnaPraseeda G S
3 “ 3rd Swathy Nair A
4 “ o Anjana R
5 “ Ot ArchaS A
6 “ 10t Athira Krishnan B

Programme that we offer
The college which was established with one batch of 5 year BA.LL.B course in the year 2012,
has groomed and introduced the following courses in the subsequent years.
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SI.No. Course

01 B.ALLLB (5 year integrated course)
02 B.B.ALLLB (5 year integrated course)
03 B.Com. LL.B (5 year integrated course)

04 LL.M (constitutional Law- 2 Year)

Appointments (Administration)

Rev Dr. Koshy Issac Punnamoottil has been appointed as the new Director of the College
with effect from 1/6/2019. Former Director Rev. Fr.Jinoy Mathew is assigned with new
responsibility of Bursar St.Johns College Anchal.

DR John P C hass been installed as the the new Principal of Mar Gregorios College of Law on
28th may 2020 with the presence and blessings of His Beautitude Moran Mor Baselios cardinal
Cleemis catholicos.

Graduation Day

Graduation day of 2013-14 batches (B.A LL.B & BBA LL.B) was celebrated on 26/3/
2019. Students passed out during 2018, the batch of 2013-18 were honoured , presented with
their certificate and graduation and blessed by our Patron, His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios
Cardinal Cleemis. Prof.Dr.Rajan Gurukkal also addressed and blessed the outgoing students.

Programme conducted during 2019-20.
Initiation ceremony

Initiation ceremony of new batches of 2019 was organised on 29 July, 2019
Rt.Rev.Msgr.Dr.Mathew Manakkarakavil, Chief Vicar General, Major Archdiocese, Trivandrum
delivered the words of blessings and inaugurated the new batch. Hon’ble Justice P. Sam
Koshy, Judge Chhattisgarh High Court presented the orientation session to new students and
their parents. In 3 streams of integrated 5 year LLB course total 180 students are admitted in
the year 2019.

College Day

“Gregorio-2019” -College Day -2019- of Mar Gregorios College of Law was celebrated
on 25" Oct.20109.

The Programme was held in the college Campus from 9:00 AM to 5:00 P.M on 25"
Oct.2019. The function of very large magnitude had presence of around 1000 spectators,
including students of this College and their parents. His Beatitude Moran Mor Baselios Cardinal
Cleemis, Major Archbishop of Trivandrum and Patron of Mar Ivanios Vidyanagar, inaugurated
the celebration, showered words of blessing, felicitated winners of various sports events with
certificates and medals.

Chief Guest from the cini field renowned play back singer Mr. Job Kurian inaugurated
the Arts club and cultural functions. The Day long cultural events was witnessed by around
900 students and their parents.
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Constitution day

Constitution day 2019 was celebrated in a befitting manner in the college on 26" Nov.
2019. Rt. Rev. Msgr. Dr. Mathew Manakkarakavil, Chief Vicar General, Major Archdiocese,
Trivandrum presided over the function and gave away the presidential address. Hon’ble
Justice Babu Mathew P. Joseph, Upalokayukta of Kerala delivered the Constitution day lecture.

Students ,faculty and other invited guests attended the function.

Awareness Programme on ADR Mechanisms.

In association with Kerala state mediation and conciliation centre, District Legal Service
Authority Trivandrum an awareness programme on ADR Mechanisms was organised for the
final year law students on 6" February 2020.Shri.K.Bsabu Honorable Principal District &
Sessions Judge Trivandrum, & Chairman, District Legal Service Authority Inaugurated the
functionand delivered the inaugural address. Smt. Jubia A, Sub Judge, Trivandrum & Secretary
District Legal Service Authority gave away the felicitation address which was followed by the
training session to the students headed by Adv,. Bhuvanachandran Nair. Fr.Dr.Kosshy Issac
Punnamoottil, our Director expressed his gratitude and vote of thanks to the guests and

participants.

Kerala University Youth Festival
Our students participated in the annual kerala university youth festival palayanam
2020 and bagged 26th position among 126 colleges affiliated with the university Ananthapuri
Ananthakrishnan- 1st prize Wind Instrutment(Eastern) &
1st prize wind instrument (western)
Azif Rawther - 2nd prize Mappila pattu(male)
AthiraBS - 2nd prize Poem writing Malayalam

Theme Launch of Magazine 2020
Magazine committee 2020 launched the theme for the college magazine 2019-2020 on
5th march 2020.The day was extravagant with the flashmob conduct by the students prior to

the theme announcement from the student editor Noel Sovichen

WEBINARS CONDUCTED

At the onset of the pandemic, educational institutions were shut down. This resulted in
a long pause in education. However, Mar Gregorios College of Law tackled the inability of
having offline classes by hosting webinars on various important topics. These webinars proved
to be insightful and of much benefit to the students. As a result of these webinars, students can
now attend sessions chaired bydistinguished speakers on important topics relevant to their

curriculum right from their comfort space.
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The first webinar hosted by Mar Gregorios College of Law during the pandemic was on
the relevant topic “The Many Roads to Success: Professional Avenues After Law” as a response
to the popular demand by the students on 25th July 2020 by Mr. Swapnil Verma , Deputy
Manager, Power Grid Corporation of India Alumnus of National Law Institute University,
Bhopal . Mr. Swapnil Verma reflected his profound knowledge on the topic and delivered an
insightful session. He put forward the many paths that one can choose after legal education.
He advised that the law students should keep in mind the prospects of the different career
opportunities to achieve personal fulfilment. He categorized job opportunities into 8 categories
such as Litigation, Law Firms, Lower Judiciary, In House Counsel, Government/PSU,
Compliance, Content Creators, and Higher Education and further dealt at length on the nature
and the pros and cons of each of these career opportunities.

The second webinar was conducted on 22nd August 2020 chaired by Prof. Dr. S.G. Sreejith
Professor & Executive Dean,Executive Director, Centre for International Legal Studies O.P.
Jindal Global Law School on the topic “Philosophy of International Aviation Law”. Prof. Dr.
S.G. Sreejith introduced International Aviation Law as one of the major areas of law developed
in the 20th century consequent to the rapid developments in air technology. He spoke about
the notion of International Air Law based on the central idea of state sovereignty doctrine and
how it imposed limitations on the understanding of the subject.

The speaker illustrated the manner in which International Aviation law makes an
epistemologicalshift from classical sources of International Air law to accommodate newer
sources of law such as Standard and Recommended Practices (SARPs) of the ICAO and
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs). The webinar further took a close look at the nature of
International Aviation Law and how itchallenges the many assumptions of traditional
international law on issues such as sovereignty of states. Through this perspective the webinar
dealt in depth on the character and nature of the sources of International Aviation Law.

Further on 26th September 2020 , Mr. Mathews P. George , IP & Competition Law
Consultant, Munich,Germany. Alumnus of Munich Intellectual Property Centre associated with
the Max Plank Institute, Germany and National University of Juridical Sciences, Kolkata chaired
an informative session on the topic “Innovation and IPR : Where India Stands”. The webinar
provided an insight into the current state of India’s IPR policy and its need to promote
innovation. The webinar also took a comparative look at India’s position vis-a-vis other
economies such as that of Germany’s and China on promoting innovation both for the formal
economy as well as for the informal economy. During the course of the session, Mr. Mathews
P. George spoke about the various facets of IPR. He emphasized upon the fact that IP is only
means to an end and innovation implies being creative in myriad areas of life. In simple terms,
IPR would mean granting monopoly to patent holder over a product and so taking this
perspective into consideration, the speaker stressed that the aim should be to calibrate the

grant of patents in such a manner that innovation is promoted.
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The fourth webinar was conducted on 31st October 2020 on the topic “Discrimination
Law inIndia: The Road Ahead” and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Jaishankaran Nambiar, Judge, High
Court of Kerala & Prof. (Dr.) Tarunabh Khaitan, Dean, Professor of Public Law and Legal
Theory, Wadham College,University of Oxford expressed their veiws and opinions on the
same During the session, the attendees were guided by Prof. Khaitan in an exercise to identify
the legitimate grounds of an anti-discrimination law. He also engaged with students on the
idea of discrimination through a practical exercise based on John Rawls concept of the original
veil of ignorance. The students through the exercise identified certain immutable characteristics
that persons are “born with” or ‘born into” and how discrimination based on such characteristic
can be problematic. The exercise brought out the theory behind discrimination law, namely,

that the purpose of the discrimination law is to reduce significant group disadvantage.

Mar Gregorios College of Law also commemorates important national and international
days by hosting webinars to raise awareness and to deliberate on the year’s theme. Samvidhan
Divas or Constitution Day on 26th November, was celebrated in the presence of an esteemed
guest, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sam P. Koshy,High Court of Chhattisgarh who went onto explain
the history and the important provisions of the world’s longest Constitution.

On 10th December 2020 ,Human Rights Day was celebrated with the theme Recover
Better-Stand Up for Human Rights. Our guest speakers were Prof. (Dr.) S Sivakumar,Professor
of Law, Indian Law Institute, New Delhi Former Member, Law Commission of India ,Vice
President and Trustee CLEA, President, CLEA-Asia & Chairman MILAT & Prof. (Dr.)Mizanur
Rahman Professor, University of Law, Dhaka,Former Chairman, National Human Rights
Commission, Bangladesh. The honourable guests emphasised on the need to “Build back
better by ensuring Human Rights are central to recovery efforts” and further discussed on the

year’s theme.

Mar Gregorios College of Law under the Centre for Women and Law celebrated the
International Women'’s day on the 8th of March 2021. The event was organized in order to
commemorate the 15 women members of the Indian Constituent Assembly. An informative
video created by the students and faculty associated with the centre for Women and Law
about the 15 women present in the constituent assembly was launched by the Chief Guest,Dr.
Divya Gopinath I.P.S Superintendent of Police, Information and Communication Technology.
Along with the digital release of the video, thecollege also conducted a photo exhibition of the
women constitution makers. A book exhibition exclusively of books authored by women was
also conducted to create an awareness of women’s achievements in the literary field and also

with the intent to create a culture of reading among the students at the college.
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World Forest & Water Day was celebrated in the college on 22nd March 2021. In the
morning there was a tree planting drive under Social Forestry Initiative in association with
Kerala Forest Department and the faculty members and students planted trees in the campus.
A webinar was conducted by the college on “Right to Water and Right Over Water “discussed
by the Guest Speaker, Prof. Dr. Sairam Bhat,Professor of Law, Centre Coordinator, Centre for
Environmental Law Education, Research and Advocacy National Law School of India
University, Bangalore . He emphasised on the ill effects of undervaluing water. As it further
contributes to exploitation of water resources. The session was concluded with a Q&A Session,

whereby the questions were addressed by the Guest Speaker.

As our institution provides for integrated courses, it also hosts Management Webinar
Series. A webinar was conducted on the topic “Covid 19 and Sectoral Development
Prospects”and the chief guest Dr. Jebamalai Vinanchiarachi ,Former Principal Advisor to the
Director General Principal Advisor, Knowledge Management Associates Austria ,talked on

the topic.

A Creating Jobs in the Post-Covid World: How Entrepreneurs Play a Role in Rebuilding
the Economy. The erudite chief guest,Prof. Rajesh Nair, Professor of Practice in Innovation &
Entrepreneurship , Director of ASB Innovations & Entrepreneurship, Asia School of Business
(Massachusetts Institute of Technology-SLOAN), Kuala Lumpur.

The webinar sessions were able to bring out the relevant changes in the industry and
economy as a whole with respect to the Covid 19 challenges. How the industry could revive
and adjust accordingly was also emphasized. The session had highlighted sectoral development
perspectives with respect to the New Normal. The webinar had also come up with various
best practices in fostering entrepreneurial spirit in rebuilding the economy. The feedback of
webinar participants highlighted that both the sessions were enriching and informative. A
webinar based on the union and Kerala State Budget 2021 with regards to standpoint on women
was conducted by Mar Gregorios College of law on 19th February 2021 under the initiative of
Centre for Women and Law, MGCL. Prof. Dr. Mary George, Former Professor and Head of the
P G Department of Economics, University College, Thiruvananthapuram spoke her views on

the topic.

Initiation Ceremony of BA/BBA/B.Com. L.L.B 2020 batch was inaugurated by His
Beatitude Baselios Cardinal Cleemis Catholicos, the Patron & Manager of Mar Gregorios College
of Law, on 28th October 2020 at 10.00 AM. All students participated in it in virtual mode. New

college logo, new website, and college YouTube channel were launched in this function.
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Faculty development Workshop on research as per NAAC guidelines (Under UGC -
Paramarsh Scheme) was inaugurated by Prof. Dr. Gabriel Simon Thattil, Director IQAC and
NAAC Coordinator, University of Kerala. The workshop started on 14th December and ended
on 18th December. The valedictory function of one week Faculty Development Workshop
organized by the IQAC of Mar Gregorios College of Law under UGC-Paramarsh Scheme,
supported by Mar Ivanios College (Autonomous) was inaugurated by Rev. Dr. Gigi Thomas,
Dean of Studies and Accreditation Ambassador, Mar Ivanios College, Trivandrum. Guest
Lecture Webinar Series on Essential Legal Awareness in association with Mar Gregorios College
of Law.

ONLINE SINGLE CREDIT COURSES

Online Single Credit Course on Consumer Protection Law & Practice in association
with Chair on Consumer Law & Practice, National Law School India University, Bangalore
Date: 4-6th December 2020 The online single credit course was organised by the Chair on
Consumer Law and Practice (CLAP), National Law School of India University, Bangalore,
established by the Ministry of Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution Department of
Consumer Affairs, Government of India, New Delhi, in association with Mar Gregorios College
of Law, Trivandrum was inaugurated by Dr Kantikar, Member, National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission and the Course Director, Prof. Dr. Ashok R. Patil, Chair Professor,
Chair of Consumer Law and Practice, National Law School of India University, Bangalore. It
was a comprehensive workshop on Consumer Protection Act, conducted as sessions on 3 days.
The Online Single Credit Course on Intellectual Property Rights in India and their Protection
Date: 20-24 March, 2021 It was inaugurated on 20th March, 2021 at 2 PM. The course conducted
in association with Maharashtra National Law University (MNLU), Mumbai and Mar Baselios
College of Engineering and Technology, Trivandrum was inaugurated by Prof. (Dr.) Rajasree
M.S., Vice Chancellor, AP] Abdul Kalam University. The Presidential address was given by
Prof. (Dr.) Dilip Ukey, Vice Chancellor, MNLU. More than 120 participants, both professionals
and students joined for the session.

Inauguration of MGCLR & Various Research and Extension Centres

The Launching of Mar Gregorios College Law Review (MGCLR), a Socio-Legal Resaerch
E-Journal held today. Shri K T Jaleel, Hon'ble Minister for Higher Education inaugurated the
Law Review in virtual mode at his office in the Secretariat. A law review (or law journal) is a
scholarly journal or publication that focuses on a wide array of legal issues. This is a noble
initiative taken by the Mar Gregorios College of Law, Mar Ivanios Vidyanagar, Nalanchira,
Trivandrum for promoting research and writing articles. The articles are usually written by
Law professors, scholars, Lawyers and other scholars including students. The primary function
of a law review is to publish scholarly articles in the field of law. The law journals are critical
to the proper function of legal systems. They contribute invaluably to the development of law

by influencing statutory law reforms and case laws. This Law Review is launched as a
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realization of the fact that legal institutions, especially law colleges, have responsibilities towards
the society in which they exist and must be a source of information and guidance for the same.

Along with the E-Journal various research and extension centres have been inaugurated.

Centre for Competitive Studies

Centre for Constitutional Studies

Centre for Criminal justice Studies

Centre for Research in Cyber Law and Forensics
Centre for Human Rights

Centre for International Trade and Maritime Law |
Centre for Internship and Placement
Centre for Women and Law

International Women's Day Celebration 2021
Mar Gregorios College of Law celebrated
International Women's Day on 08th March 2021. .
Dr. Divya V. Gopinath IPS, Superintendent of | *
Police, Information and Communication

Technology inaugurated the program.

Inauguration of the Renovated Legal Aid Clinic

— =
v ail@ma mepom el

FIE GORIOS COLLEGE OF Law
it A.'nn.-.lll. st with Dwbriet | Lol Barvicss Authanly

48

i

- e

The renovated Legal Aid Clinic of Mar Gregorios College of Law has been held on 30th
March 2021. Ms. Jubiya A, Sub-Judge, Secretary of District Legal Services Authority has
inaugurated the function. Mr. Johnson Joseph, Nalanchira Ward Councillor felicitated the
function.
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No forms to fill. No queue.
Presenting SIB Insta - a savings account for those living life on the fast lane.

A Instant account opening A No physical documentation A No minimum balance commitment

A Get 200 reward points & a free personalised Debit Card on initial remittance of Rs.1,000/-
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Prerequisites: Aadhaar and PAN Card.
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